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INTRODUCTION 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  and 

Special  Services  Sub-Committee  of  the  Education  Committee. 


The  annual  report  on  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  is  as  usual 
compiled  in  accordance  with  the  advice  tendered  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
Correspondingly  that  part  of  the  report  dealing  with  the  health  of  the  school  child 
follows  the  pattern  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Education. 

The  vital  statistics  set  out  in  the  first  section  of  the  report  show  a  record  low 
death  rate  but  the  saving  has  not  been  achieved  in  the  age  groups  from  which 
most  might  be  hoped,  whilst  the  birth  rate  trend  is  for  the  sixth  successive  year 
downwards. 

In  the  field  of  epidemiology  the  year  was  noteworthy  for  the  persistence  of 
minor  intestinal  infection  over  practically  the  whole  year  with  the  occurrence  of 
two  large  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  and  a  sharp  flare  up  in  the  late  summer  and 
autumn  of  anterior  poliomyelitis. 

The  services  functioning  under  the  National  Health  Service  Acts  were  further 
consolidated  during  the  year  when  it  became  increasingly  evident  that  with  the 
continued  active  development  of  the  east  and  west  extremities  of  the  town  the  need 
for  welfare  facilities  in  these  areas  is  now  acute.  The  demand  for  the  services 
continues  unabated  as  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  given  in  the  section  dealing 
with  the  provision  of  health  services  for  the  area  and  the  demand  is  no  less  keen 
where  advice  and  care  only  are  given  than  where  material  assistance  is  obtained. 

The  newer  services  provided  under  the  National  Assistance  Acts  are  gradually 
building  up.  In  much  of  this  work  there  is  no  need  for  grandiose  schemes  but 
much  scope  for  a  sympathetic  comprehension  of  individual  human  problems  and  an 
ability  to  take  active  steps  to  solve  them.  With  the  provision  of  new  accom¬ 
modation  for  women  wayfarers  the  main  building  at  the  Fulwood  hostel  is  now 
reserved  solely  for  the  aged  and  infirm  and  is  somewhat  slowly  being  brought  to  a 
standard  that  measures  up  to  present  day  ideas  of  comfort.  From  the  evidence  of 
recent  months  one  has  the  uncomfortable  suspicion  that  the  dreariness  and  depres¬ 
sion  previously  prevailing  were  dictated  in  the  main  by  the  poverty  of  the  physical 
standards  in  application  rather  than  by  inherent  social  deficiencies  in  the  residents. 
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This  year  the  staff  has  concentrated  its  attentions  on  the  care  of  the  family  in 
its  own  home.  In  too  many  cases  the  social  standards  are  poor  and  the  hygiene 
standards  appalling.  Their  betterment  is  not  always  easy  and  it  is  not  helped  by 
the  unhappy  housing  conditions  in  which  some  families  exist.  Nevertheless  the 
virtues  of  soap  and  hot  water  are  not  always  appreciated.  It  is  almost  incredible 
that  whilst  people  expect  and  have  provided  services  of  the  highest  order  to  deal 
promptly  and  efficiently  with  such  problems  as  deafness,  blindness,  spasticity  and 
the  like  there  flourishes  in  so  many  families  the  old  pestilential  nuisance  of  lousy 
heads.  About  one  school  girl  in  seven  or  eight  is  regularly  found  to  have  a  louse 
infestation  of  the  head  and  despite  the  provision  of  facilities  for  the  cleansing  of 
whole  families  the  nuisance  shows  little  sign  of  permanent  lessening.  This  is,  of 
course,  a  failure  of  standards  of  cleanliness  in  certain  families  and  is  an  example  of 
how  poor  social  behaviour  in  some  homes  can  react  adversely  on  others.  Solely  by 
reason  of  the  dictates  of  fashion  this  is  a  problem  largely  confined  to  the  female 
sex.  If  women  deem  it  necessary  for  hair  to  be  grown  long  they  should  sec  to  it 
that  it  is  kept  clean.  The  solution  is  comparatively  simple  and  rests  in  maternal 
hands. 

The  figures  of  houses  demolished  since  1945  under  the  Housing  Acts  are  given 
in  the  chapter  on  housing  and  reveal  the  miserably  slow  progress  made  in  clearing 
slum  property.  Preston  is  an  old  town  and  possesses  a  good  deal  of  property  that 
is  worn  out.  The  material  obstacle  to  an  active  programme  of  slum  clearance  is  the 
rehousing  of  the  displaced  families  and  until  more  houses  are  made  available  con¬ 
ditions  will  not  change  materially.  This  is  an  issue  that  has  to  be  faced  now  if 
progress  under  new  legislation  is  to  be  achieved. 

The  ascertainment  of  family  problems  has  engaged  a  good  deal  of  the  time 
of  the  visiting  staff  and  whilst  many  of  the  needs  have  been  met  through  orthodox 
means  available  either  at  public  expense  or  through  the  better  known  voluntary 
groups  it  is  a  pleasure  to  record  that  much  help  in  dealing  with  special  problems 
has  come  from  individuals  and  small  groups  of  people  imbued  with  no  more  com¬ 
plicated  desire  than  to  help  someone  less  fortunate  than  themselves. 

I  am  grateful  to  those  members  of  the  staff  who  have,  in  varying  degree, 
assisted  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 


J.  S.  G.  BURNETT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Senior  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Prin¬ 
cipal  School  Medical  Officer 
and  Port  Medical  Officer 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  Deputy  Principal 
School  Medical  Officer  and 
Deputy  Port  Medical  Officer 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  and 
School  Medical  Officers 


Ophthalmic  Surgeons  .  . 


Principal  School  Dental  Officer 
Consultant  Orthodontist 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
Veterinary  Officer 
Superintendent  Health  Visitor 

Non-Medical  Supervisor  of 
Midwives 

Superintendent  District  Nurse 
Domestic  Help  Organiser 
Speech  Therapists 


Physiotherapists 


Lay  Administrative  Assistant . . 


J.  S.  G.  Burnett,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


F.  S.  Melville,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

G.  F.  A.  McLean,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

K.  Dowling,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

N.  Ridehalgh,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

C.  W.  Shearer,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
(Resigned  27/4/53) 

J.  McGovern,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  C.P.H. 

(Resigned  31/3/53) 

J.  J.  Connolly,  L.R.C.P.I.,  L.R.C.S.I. 

L.  G.  Samuel,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
(Appointed  3/8/53) 

W.  Sykes,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P.S. 

D.  Plum,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.T.M. 

J.  Matthews,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

J.  C.  Knowles,  L.D.S. 

F.  D.  Rowe 

E.  Owen,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

F.  J.  Proctor,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.V.S.,  D.V.S.M. 

Miss  E.  W.  Sowerby,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V’s 
Certificate. 

Miss  F.  L.  Holmes,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Miss  H.  M.  Hodgson,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  O.N. 
Miss  S.  E.  Doherty. 

Mrs.  D.  A.  Logan,  L.C.S.T. 

Mrs.  J.  Spencer,  L.C.S.T.  (Part-time) 

Miss  S.  E.  Phizackerley,  L.C.S.T. 
(Appointed  1/12/53) 

Miss  E.  B.  Manning,  S.R.N.,  C.S.M.M.G., 
M.E.,  L.E.T. 

Miss  A.  R.  Harrison,  C.S.M.M.G.,  M.E., 
L.E.T. 

Mrs.  G.  E.  C.  Ibbotson,  C.S.M.M.G.,  M.E., 
L.E.T.,  M.A.O.T., 

(Appointed  5/1/53) 

Miss  Alexander  (Part-time) 

R.  Harrison,  Cert.  R.S.I.  &  S.I.E.J.B. 
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Committees  concerned  with  Public  Health  matters. 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

(a)  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee. 

(b)  Domiciliary  Services  Sub-Committee. 

(c)  Homes,  Hostels  and  Welfare  Sub-Committee. 


* 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


x\rea 

Population  (Registrar  General  s  mid-year  estimate,  1953) 

(Census,  April  1951 — 119,250) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  according  to  Rate  books  (as  at  1/4/53) 
Rateable  Value  (as  at  1/4/53) 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (Financial  year,  1953-54)  .  . 


(acres)  5,963.5 
118,900 

36,416 
•  •  £775,478 

£3,233 


Total  cost  of  services  administered  by  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Special 
Services  Sub-Committee  of  the  Education  Committee  for  the  year  ending  31st 
March,  1954  : 


Expenditure 
Income  .  . 


.  .  £323,721 

..  £164,124 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
population 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Crude 

Rate 

*Adj  usted 
Rate 

1,914 

972 

942 

16.10 

16.10 

1,827 

928 

899 

15.37 

15.37 

87 

44 

43 

0.73 

0.73 

e  year  of 

age  :  63 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  : 

Legitimate  Illegitimate  Total 

32  46  33 

Number  of  Still-births  :  47  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  :  23.97 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  month  :  34. 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  :  17.76  per  1,000  live  births. 

Deaths — nett  :  1,354.  Rate  per  1,000  population  :  11.39  (crude  rate) 

11.83  (adjusted  rate). 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  in  hospitals  and  public  institutions  :  40.84. 

Number  of  Marriages  :  980. 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  child  birth  :  4. 

Deaths. 

From  Sepsis  .  .  .  .  : — 

From  other  causes  .  .  4 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  :  245 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  :  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  :  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  :  Nil. 

*  Area  comparability  factor  :  Births  .  .  1.00 

Deaths  .  .  1.04 


Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still- births. 

2.04 
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Table  1.  Comparative  Statement  of  Vital  Statistics. 

Year  1953 


<3 

Death  Rate 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

Death  Rate 

from  Phthisis 

Death  Rate 

from  other 

Tub.  Diseases 

Maternal  Mortality 

Rate  ( per  1,000  Total 

Live  and  Still  Births) 

►si 

■*K» 

*<S» 

cq 

Year  1953 

A verage 

5  years 

1948-52 

Sepsis  of 

Pregnancy 

Abortion  with 

Toxaemia  and 

other  Toxea- 

mias  of 

Pregnancy 

Haemorrhage 

of  Pregnancy 

Abortion 

without 

Sepsis 

or  Toxaemia 

Abortion 

with  Sepsis 

Other  Com¬ 

plications  of 
Pregnancy 

Total 

England  and 
Wales 

15-5 

11-4 

26-8 

31 

* 

* 

0- 10 

0-25 

o-  13 

0-04 

0-06 

o-  18 

0-76 

160  Great 
Towns 

170 

12-2 

30-8 

35 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

♦ 

* 

Birkenhead .  . 

18-4 

11*8 

28 

42 

0-  19 

0-02 

•  • 

•  . 

,  , 

,  * 

Nil 

Burnley  .  .  .  . 

14-4 

14*4 

27 

41 

0-  14 

0-07 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Nil 

Bury  . 

14*94 

14-84 

18 

35 

0-  12 

0-02 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Nil 

Halifax  .  .  .  . 

14*57 

15-  15 

30 

31 

0-21 

0*02 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Nil 

Liverpool  .  . 

20*3 

10-7 

35 

41 

0-33 

0*03 

o-  12 

•  • 

•  • 

0- 18 

0*30 

Manchester  .  . 

17*41 

12-31 

31 

38 

0-28 

0-03 

0-24 

0*24 

0*32 

0*80 

Oldham  .  .  .  . 

15*88 

15-52 

31 

41 

0-  12 

0-02 

•  • 

.  . 

•  • 

Nil 

Preston  .  .  .  . 

16*  10 

11-39 

33 

36 

0-22 

0  01 

102 

0  51 

0-51 

204 

Rochdale 

15-0 

14-4 

31 

42 

0-27 

0-02 

•  • 

•  • 

0-75 

•  • 

0*75 

Salford  .... 

17*05 

12-32 

32 

42 

0-29 

0-02 

ft 

•  • 

•  • 

0*33 

0*33 

St.  Helens  .  . 

17*5 

10-6 

44 

43 

0-25 

0-04 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

0-51 

0*51 

Stockport  .  . 

15*3 

14-5 

30 

37 

0-  16 

0-03 

•  • 

0-91 

•  • 

•  • 

0-45 

1-36 

Wallasey 

16*22 

11-11 

25 

35 

0-11 

0-06 

•  • 

1  *  21 

•  • 

0-60 

•  • 

1*81 

Wigan  .... 

15-65 

12-02 

38 

46 

0-24 

001 

•  * 

•  • 

•  • 

0-74 

•  • 

0-74 

*Not  available. 


Table  2.  Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1953  and  previous  ten  years. 
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Population. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  area  of  the  Borough  at  the  30th  June, 
1953,  was  118,900.  This  is  a  fall  of  300  and  continues  the  trend  noted  last 
year. 

The  statistical  data  throughout  this  report  are  based  on  the  mid-year 
estimate  of  118,900. 

Births. 


Live  births  referable  to  the  town  amounted  to  1,914  representing  a  birth 
rate  of  16.10  per  thousand  of  the  population  compared  with  a  rate  of  15.5  for 
England  and  Wales  and  a  local  rate  of  16.44  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate 
in  the  Borough  continues  to  fall,  slowly. 

Eighty-seven  illegitimate  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  which 
is  a  decrease  of  nine  over  the  last  year  and  a  difference  in  rate  of  from  0.80  to 
0.73  per  thousand  live  births. 

The  mortality  rate  amongst  infants  born  out  of  wedlock  was  46  per 
thousand  live  births. 


Table  3.  Number  of  Births  registered  in  the  various  Wards. 


Ward 

Estimated 

Population 

Births 

Rate  per 
1,000  population 

Ashton 

9,910 

190 

19.2 

Avenham  .  . 

7,300 

149 

20.4 

Christ  Church 

5,400 

71 

13.2 

Deepdale 

16,680 

249 

14.9 

Eishwick 

9,020 

135 

15.0 

Maudland  .  . 

10,330 

156 

15.1 

Moorbrook  .  . 

7,100 

77 

10.8 

Park 

10,950 

123 

11.2 

Ribbleton  .  . 

18,110 

393 

21.7 

St.  John’s  .  . 

St.  Peter’s 

9,850 

153 

15.5 

8,400 

117 

13.9 

Trinity 

5,850 

101 

17.3 

118,900 

1,914 

Deaths. 

Deaths  referable  to  Preston  amounted  to  1,354,  equivalent  to  an  adjusted 
rate  of  11.83  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  12.67  for  1952. 
The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.4.  As  will  be  seen  from  table  7  this 
is  the  lowest  rate  ever  recorded  and  is  a  reflex  of  the  absence  of  epidemic 
illness,  of  the  beneficial  effect  of  comparatively  mild  climatic  conditions 
during  the  year  and  of  the  heavy  toll  of  death  amongst  old  people  in  1951. 

Table  4  shows  clearly  that  the  saving  lay  in  the  last  stage  of  life  where  74 
fewer  deaths  occurred.  The  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  fell  almost 
entirely  within  the  degenerative  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  and 
pneumonia.  No  reduction  occurred  in  infant  mortality,  tuberculosis  or 
cancer,  whilst  maternal  deaths  showed  a  sharp  increase  and  motor  vehicle 
fatilities  increased  from  12  to  16. 
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Table  4.  Causes  of  Death — arranged  according  to  class,  sex  and  age. 


go 

F. 

1- 

1  M. 

F. 

15 

M. 

F. 

65  &  over 
M.  F. 

Total 

M.  F. 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

17 

4 

5 

22 

4 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

•  • 

1 

*  m 

1 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

l 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

4 .  Diphtheria . . 

•  • 

,  , 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

•  • 

,  , 

6.  Meningoccal  Infections 

,  , 

,  , 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

.  , 

1 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

14 

4 

14 

12 

28 

16 

11.  ,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

23 

3 

15 

2 

38 

D 

12.  ,,  ,,  breast 

.  , 

13 

•  • 

10 

23 

13.  ,,  ,,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

8 

•  • 

8 

16 

neoplasms 

23 

26 

35 

35 

58 

61 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

.  # 

1 

16.  Diabetes 

1 

1 

8 

2 

8 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

1 

1 

25 

28 

56 

79 

82 

108 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

48 

23 

77 

40 

125 

63 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

3 

8 

11 

11 

14 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

15 

21 

64 

113 

79 

134 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

5 

14 

18 

20 

23 

22.  Influenza  .  . 

2 

4 

3 

4 

5 

8 

23.  Pneumonia 

5 

6 

10 

3 

9 

7 

24 

16 

24.  Bronchitis 

1 

1 

23 

12 

23 

31 

47 

44 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

6 

4 

2 

3 

9 

7 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

5 

3 

6 

3 

11 

6 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

,  . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . . 

1 

6 

5 

4 

11 

11 

16 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

.  • 

7 

•  • 

8 

•  • 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

.  . 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

.  . 

4 

3 1 .  Congenital  malformations 

7 

5 

2 

1 

•  • 

.  . 

9 

6 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

15 

18 

2 

1 

16 

21 

20 

32 

53 

72 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

,  , 

1 

1 

9 

— 

5 

— 

15 

1 

34.  All  other  accidents 

2 

3 

1 

,  , 

2 

1 

2 

8 

7 

12 

35.  Suicide 

.  , 

•  * 

,  , 

5 

4 

2 

9 

2 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

TOTALS .  . 

•  • 

31 

32  | 

8 

4 

! 

262  2 

00 

376 

441 

677 

677 
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Table  5.  Deaths  in  Hospitals  and  Institutions. 


Preston  Royal  Infirmary  .  .  .  .  284 

St.  Joseph’s  Hospital  .  .  . .  18 

Chestnuts  Sanatorium  .  .  .  .  . .  — 

Isolation  Hospital  .  .  .  .  . .  7 

Bairstow  Street  Nursing  Home  . .  2 

Willows  Convalescent  Home  .  .  .  .  9 

Hospitals,  etc.,  outside  the  area  .  .  233 

Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  553 


Table  6.  Deaths  in  the  various  Wards. 


Percentage  of 

total 

population 

Ashton 

Avenham 

Christ 

Church 

1  - - - — 

Deepdale 

Fishwick 

Maudland 

Moorbrook 

Park  | 

Ribbleton  jj 

St.  John’s  | 

St.  Peter’s  j 

| 

Trinity 

Totals 

8-33 

6T4 

4-54 

1403 

7-59 

8-69 

5-97 

9-21 

15-23 

8-28 

7-07 

4-92 

Under  1  year 

7 

5 

2 

4 

6 

5 

2 

6 

11 

6 

6 

3 

63 

1 — 2  years 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

2 — 5  years 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

5 — -15  years 

9 

+md 

•  • 

1 

i 

3 

1 

*  • 

•  * 

8 

15 — -25  years 

3 

1 

1 

3 

•  • 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

14 

25 — 45  years 

6 

10 

4 

7 

3 

8 

4 

2 

11 

11 

2 

3 

71 

45 — 65  years 

30 

28 

17 

51 

29 

31 

26 

37 

49 

24 

34 

21 

377 

65 — 75  years 

31 

22 

20 

49 

24 

29 

31 

42 

39 

25 

32 

20 

364 

75  and  over 

52 

35 

24 

47 

33 

36 

31 

47 

52 

* 

45 

31 

20 

453 

Total  .  . 

132 

102 

68 

160 

95 

113 

; 

94 

136 

166 

113 

107 

68 

1354 
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Table  7.  Comparative  Annual  Numbers  and  Rates  of  Births  and  Deaths. 


-i 

ear 

Population  j 

No.  of 
Births 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Living 

No.  of 
Infant 
Deaths 

Infant 

Mortality 

Maternal  Mortality 

Total 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Living 

Diseases  and 
Accidents 
P.F.  Others 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 

900 

118,902 

3410 

28-67 

814 

236 

2  + 

11 

3.80 

2636 

2216 

1 

113,117 

3418 

30-21 

737 

218 

12  + 

13 

7.31 

2213 

19-56 

2 

113,766 

3278 

28-81 

618 

188 

4  -f 

10 

4.27 

1998 

17-56 

3 

114,404 

3453 

3018 

541 

156 

3  + 

15 

5.21 

1955 

17-08 

4 

115,055 

3314 

28-26 

609 

183 

5  + 

12 

5.13 

2091 

17-83 

5 

115,721 

3259 

28-16 

490 

150 

7  + 

12 

5.83 

1906 

16-47 

6 

116,399 

3317 

28-49 

665 

200 

2  + 

13 

4.52 

2065 

17-74 

7 

117,093 

3124 

26-68 

495 

15S 

1  + 

11 

3.84 

2003 

1710 

8 

117,799 

3309 

27-56 

516 

156 

2  + 

11 

3.92 

1975 

16-45 

9 

118,519 

3027 

25-54 

416 

137 

5  + 

8 

4.29 

1721 

14-52 

910 

119,253 

2812 

23-58 

438 

156 

4  + 

7 

3.91 

1758 

14-74 

1 

117,216 

2726 

23-25 

473 

173 

2  + 

13 

5.50 

1984 

16-92 

2 

117,630 

2753 

23-40 

342 

124 

1  + 

4 

1.82 

1972 

16-76 

3 

118,070 

2888 

23-95 

462 

160 

2  + 

6 

2.77 

2043 

16-98 

4 

118,514 

2841 

23-97 

401 

141 

2  + 

20 

7.74 

1873 

15-80 

5 

118,118 

2546 

21-48 

395 

155 

5  + 

7 

4.71 

2086 

18-63 

6 

119,611 

2315 

19-36 

254 

109 

3  + 

3 

2.59 

1774 

1614 

7 

118,993 

2019 

16-96 

255 

124 

1  + 

5 

2.96 

1660 

15-46 

8 

118,595 

1906 

1607 

213 

113 

2  + 

4 

3.15 

1944 

18-36 

9 

122,168 

2086 

17-45 

225 

110 

5  + 

4 

4.31 

1760 

14-72 

920 

122,133 

2984 

24-43 

301 

101 

9  + 

13 

7.37 

1659 

13-60 

1 

119,900 

2811 

23-44 

316 

112 

7  + 

8 

5.34 

1595 

13-30 

2 

120,900 

2482 

20-53 

242 

97 

3  + 

9 

4.83 

1662 

13-75 

3 

121,700 

2426 

19  11 

238 

98 

3  + 

8 

4.54 

1676 

13-77 

4 

123,100 

2328 

18-91 

225 

97 

5  + 

8 

5.58 

1714 

13-92 

5 

122,900 

2174 

17-69 

286 

131 

6  + 

7 

3.22 

1787 

14-54 

6 

124,200 

2160 

17-39 

195 

90 

8  + 

9 

7.87 

1596 

12-85 

7 

127,100 

1892 

14-88 

206 

109 

3  + 

6 

4.77 

1785 

1404 

8 

127,100 

1916 

1507 

175 

91 

3  + 

9 

6.27 

1614 

12-69 

9 

126,100 

1967 

15-60 

205 

104 

4  + 

8 

6.10 

1772 

1405 

930 

126,100 

1975 

15-66 

145 

73 

9  + 

4 

6.59 

1554 

12-24 

1 

120,100 

1881 

15-66 

165 

88 

3  + 

5 

5.32 

1661 

13-83 

2 

118,500 

1764 

14-89 

149 

84 

4  + 

6 

5.67 

1547 

1305 

3 

117,800 

1720 

14-60 

150 

87 

4  + 

3 

4.07 

1577 

13  39 

4 

117,490 

1670 

14-24 

115 

69 

6  + 

14 

11.97 

1611 

15-24 

5 

116,200 

1742 

14-99 

140 

80 

3  + 

5 

4.59 

1578 

14  94 

6 

115,200 

1663 

14  43 

138 

83 

7  + 

8 

8.60 

1624 

15-51 

7 

113,600 

1590 

1400 

123 

77 

2  + 

2 

2.40 

1614 

15-90 

8 

113,200 

1766 

15-60 

125 

71 

3  + 

— 

1.62 

1473 

14  44 

9 

112,800 

1713 

1519 

100 

58 

2  + 

4 

3.34 

1535 

15  16 

No 

108,500 

1711 

15-77 

157 

91 

2  + 

10 

7.03 

1745 

16-72 

1 

111,490 

1925 

17-27 

137 

71 

3  + 

4 

3.47 

1543 

13  84 

2 

110,000 

1968 

17-89 

107 

54 

2  + 

4 

2.94 

1506 

13  69 

3 

109,100 

1952 

17-89 

132 

68 

2  + 

2 

1.98 

1624 

14-89 

4 

108,190 

2032 

18-78 

120 

59 

-  + 

1 

0.48 

1386 

12-81 

5 

108,480 

1949 

17-97 

99 

51 

1  + 

— 

0.51 

1514 

13-96 

6 

114,070 

2380 

20-86 

134 

56 

-  + 

4 

1.68 

1438 

12  61 

7 

116,520 

2574 

22  09 

178 

69 

1  + 

— 

0.32 

1578 

13-54 

8 

118,130 

2219 

18-78 

86 

39 

1  + 

— 

0.44 

1491 

12-62 

9 

119,500 

2170 

1816 

94 

43 

1  + 

— 

0.45 

1469 

12-91  Adj. 

950 

120,300 

2101 

17-46 

68 

32 

-  + 

— 

— 

1550 

13-39  Adj. 

1 

118,100 

1962 

16-61 

68 

35 

-  + 

3 

1.49 

1816 

15-99  Adj. 

2 

119,200 

1960 

16-44 

63 

32 

-  + 

— 

— 

1453 

12-67  Adj. 

3 

118,900 

1914 

1610 

63 

33 

-  + 

4 

2.04 

1354 

11-83  Adj. 
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Employment  in  the  Area. 

Miss  Wilson,  Manager  of  the  Local  Employment  Exchange,  has  provided 
the  following  information  : 

“  The  year  1953  in  Preston  was  one  of  returning  prosperity  following  the 
recession  in  the  Cotton  Industry  which  occurred  and  continued  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  previous  year.  The  early  months  of  1953  showed  a  gradual 
rise  in  employment  which  continued  at  a  high  level  throughout  the  year 
reaching  by  December  the  remarkable  state  of  full  employment  which  had 
been  a  characteristic  of  1951.  The  Textile  Industry  regained  its  stability, 
employment  in  the  engineering  trades  remained  steady  and  a  full  programme 
of  building  and  civil  engineering  work  absorbed  all  the  workers  who  were 
available.  The  Rayon  Industry  recovered  more  quickly  than  Cotton  and  the 
boot  and  shoe  trades  were  fully  employed. 

Unemployment  followed  the  normal  pattern.  The  rise  in  numbers  in 
January  1953  was  a  seasonal  increase  following  the  discharge  of  workers  who 
had  been  engaged  in  the  Christmas  trades.  Many  of  these  people  were  quickly 
transferred  to  other  industries  and  unemployment  gradually  decreased  from 
late  Spring  throughout  the  Summer  and  Autumn  periods  to  a  figure  in  Dec¬ 
ember  which  was  less  than  one  third  of  the  total  recorded  in  the  previous 
January.  The  small  numbers  of  people  who  were  temporarily  stopped  during 
1953  was  an  indication  of  the  degree  of  general  stability  in  the  employment 
position. 

There  were  demands  for  labour  which  could  not  be  met  mainly  for  skilled 
workers  in  the  building,  civil  engineering  and  general  engineering  industries 
and  as  the  year  progressed  there  were  increasing  demands  for  skilled  cotton 
operatives.  The  opportunities  of  employment  for  unskilled  workers  although 
not  so  numerous  were  sufficient  for  all  those  men  and  women  who  were  fit  and 
willing  to  do  shift  work  or  were  prepared  to  travel  to  neighbouring  areas. 

The  report  of  the  National  Advisory  Committee  on  the  employment  of 
older  men  and  women  published  in  October  1953  brought  to  notice  the  im¬ 
portant  upward  trend  in  the  age  of  the  population.  The  placing  of  older  men 
and  women  in  jobs  was  not  regarded  as  a  serious  problem:  in  Preston  although 
on  many  occasions  special  approaches  had  to  be  made  to  employers  on  behalf 
of  those  workers  seeking  employment  who  were  over  60  years  of  age. 

Following  a  suggestion  by  the  Preston  and  District  Local  Employment 
Committee,  a  letter  was  sent  by  the  Chairman  to  many  of  the  principle  employ¬ 
ers  in  the  area  drawing  attention  to  the  report  and  appealing  for  the  retention 
of  older  workers  who  were  approaching  retirement  age  and  for  consideration  to 
be  given  to  the  revision  of  age  limits  on  engagement.  From  the  comments 
which  were  received  from  employers,  it  was  apparent  that  generally  firms 
agreed  with  the  letter  in  principle  and  provided  a  worker  was  competent  to  do 
the  job,  restrictive  age  limits  were  not  usually  imposed. 

The  work  of  resettling  the  disabled  people  in  employment  continued 
successfully  and  it  was  pleasing  to  note  that  the  figure  of  unemployment 
among  disabled  persons  in  Preston  in  December  was  lower  than  at  any  time 
since  the  Disabled  Persons  Register  was  established  in  1945. 

A  special  Sub-Committee  continued  to  interview  those  men  who  were 
difficult  to  resettle  in  industry  and  the  Medical  Interviewing  Committee  gave 
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advice  or  made  recommendations  in  those  cases  where  the  employment  capa¬ 
city  of  the  person  concerned  was  affected  by  his  physical  conditions.  In 
carrying  out  their  work,  the  Disablement  Resettlement  Officers  kept  in  close 
touch  with  the  Welfare  Section  of  the  Local  Authority,  the  Hospitals,  Medical 
Practitioners  and  Voluntary  Organisations. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  persons  in  employment  who  required  advice  or 
assistance  on  employment  matters,  the  Exchange  remained  open  until  7  o’clock 
each  Tuesday  evening  and  for  those  persons  qualified  for  managerial,  profes¬ 
sional  or  technical  posts,  a  close  liaison  was  maintained  with  the  Department’s 
Appointments  Office  in  Manchester. 

The  Nursing  Appointments  Office  of  the  Exchange  continued  to  act  as  an 
Employment  Placing  Agency  for  nurses,  midwives,  and  other  hospital  staff, 
and  another  important  feature  of  the  work  of  this  Section  was  the  provision  of 
advice  on  careers  to  those  already  in  the  professions  as  well  as  to  those  thinking 
of  entering  them. 


Table  8.  Monthly  Unemployment  Register  for  1953. 


1953 

MEN 

WOMEN 

Total 

1953 

Total 

1952 

Total 

1951 

Wholly 

Unem¬ 

ployed 

Tempo¬ 

rarily 

Stopped 

Wholly 

Unem¬ 

ployed 

Tempo¬ 

rarily 

Stopped 

January 

729 

50 

684 

43 

1506 

1860 

752 

February 

632 

24 

525 

28 

1209 

2635 

589 

March 

516 

16 

482 

14 

1028 

3196 

520 

April  .  . 

531 

37 

428 

23 

1019 

4125 

474 

May  . 

458 

12 

415 

32 

917 

4322 

383 

June . 

417 

7 

344 

19 

787 

3391 

331 

July . 

346 

0 

245 

12 

605 

2686 

344 

August 

395 

2 

299 

19 

715 

2876 

353 

September 

360 

9 

271 

11 

651 

2152 

295 

October 

334 

5 

252 

10 

601 

1571 

312 

November 

329 

6 

142 

17 

494 

1104 

343 

December 

308 

6 

154 

9 

477 

1118 

422 

16 


Table  9.  Juvenile  Employment. 

Mr.  Richardson,  the  Juvenile  Employment  Officer,  has  furnished  the 
following  information  in  regard  to  the  numbers  of  j  uveniles  who  were  unem¬ 
ployed  during  the  year. 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

1953 

(1952) 

1953 

(1952) 

1953 

(1952) 

J  anuary 

34 

12 

17 

10 

51 

22 

February 

11 

7 

22 

6 

33 

13 

March 

14 

4 

9 

3 

23 

7 

April 

46 

17 

29 

12 

75 

29 

May 

4 

7 

7 

8 

11 

15 

June 

12 

13 

7 

15 

19 

28 

July 

72 

11 

71 

13 

143 

24 

August  . . 

61 

68 

32 

76 

93 

144 

September 

29 

35 

23 

35 

52 

70 

October  .  . 

13 

15 

9 

7 

22 

22 

November 

15 

14 

7 

19 

22 

33 

December 

14 

6 

2 

9 

16 

15 

17 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  tor  the  Area. 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

Statistics. 


One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fourteen  live  births  were  registered 
during  the  year,  whilst  47  still  births  occurred. 

Domiciliary  midwives  notified  27*2  per  cent  of  the  total  births,  42*6  per 
cent  were  notified  from  Sharoe  Green  Hospital,  19*7  per  cent  from  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary,  8*7  per  cent  from  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital  and  1’5  per  cent  were 
notified  from  a  private  maternity  home  and  0*3  per  cent  from  other  sources. 

The  position  of  domiciliary  midwifery  vis-a-vis  institutional  seems  to 
have  stabilised  itself  now  at  a  ratio  of  about  one  to  three. 

At  the  request  of  the  consultant  obstetricians  the  social  circumstances  of 
198  applicants  for  admission  to  Sharoe  Green  Hospital  and  17  applicants  for 
Preston  Royal  Infirmary  were  ascertained  and  in  96  instances  advice  was  given 
that  reasonable  facilities  for  a  domestic  confinement  existed.  The  correspond¬ 
ing  figures  for  1952  were  198,  17  and  114. 

There  were  four  maternal  deaths  during  the  year,  equivalent  to  a  rate  of 
2.04  per  thousand. 

Three  deaths  were  associated  with  toxaemia  of  pregnancy  and  one  with 
upper  respiratory  infection. 

Thirty  three  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  during  the  year 
thirty  of  these  being  from  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  and  three  from  domi¬ 
ciliary  practice,  all  of  whom  recovered  satisfactorily.  These  figures  represent 
a  proper  interpretation  of  the  definition  of  puerperal  pyrexia  and  an  efficiency 
of  notification  rather  than  an  excess  of  infection. 

Fourty-four  still  births  were  notified  during  the  year,  19  from  Sharoe 
Green  Hospital,  12  from  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  six  from  St.  Joseph’s 
Hospital  and  six  from  domiciliary  practice  and  one  from  a  private  maternity 
home. 

The  estimated  rate  was  23*97  per  1,000  as  opposed  to  21*43  the  previous 

year. 


Sixty-three  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  died,  of  whom  34  were  less, 
than  one  month  old  at  the  time  of  their  death.  This  gives  an  estimated 
neo-natal  death  rate  of  17*76  per  1,000  as  compared  to  25*51  last  year.  This  is 
a  much  more  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  than  the  previous  year. 
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Unfortunately  this  improvement  in  the  neonatal  rate  has  been  offset  by  a 
much  higher  rate  for  infants  over  one  month.  Half  the  increased  number  of 
deaths  over  one  month  resulted  from  pneumonia.  As  a  result  of  this  the 
infant  mortality  rate  is  33  per  thousand  live  births  as  compared  with  32  during 
1952. 


Table  10.  Infant  Deaths. 


Days 

Week 

Months 

Cause 

0 

1- 

-7 

1- 

-4 

1  + 

2  + 

4  + 

6  + 

9- 

-12 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

9.  Other  Infective  and 
Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

1 

♦  • 

23.  Pneumonia  .  . 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

3 

1 

•  • 

1 

*  * 

2 

1 

•  • 

5 

6 

25.  Other  Diseases  of 
Respiratory  System 

1 

1 

31.  Congenital  Mal¬ 
formations 

2 

1 

4 

•  • 

1 

1 

1 

3 

• 

8 

5 

32.  Other  Defined  and 
Undefined  Causes  .  . 

6 

6 

3 

6 

1 

1 

1 

2 

•  . 

1 

1 

.  , 

,  , 

•  • 

2 

2 

14 

18 

34.  All  other  accidents  .  . 

1 

2 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

3 

Total  .  . 

8 

8 

7 

7 

2 

2 

3 

8 

3 

2 

4 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

31 

32 

There  were  three  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  but  no  case  of  pemphigus 
neonatorum  notified.  All  recovered  with  treatment. 

Clinic  Premises. 

No  changes  were  made  in  clinic  premises.  The  two  ad  hoc  clinics  at 
Cuttle  Street  and  Manchester  Road  and  the  rented  halls  at  Strand  Road, 
Barlow  Street,  Guttridge  and  St.  Mary  Magdalene  continued  to  be  used  for 
maternity  and  child  welfare  clinics  during  the  year,  but  a  start  was  made  on 
adapting  a  building  in  Tulketh  Road  as  a  maternity  and  child  welfare  clinic 
to  cover  the  Ashton  Area  of  the  town  and  also  with  the  view  of  covering  this 
area  more  effectively  a  midwive’s  house  in  Eldon  Street  was  being  altered  into 
a  flat  for  the  midwife  and  a  dental  clinic  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  used  for  both 
maternity  and  child  welfare  and  school  dental  work.  Plans  were  finally 
approved  for  the  erection  of  a  central  all  purpose  clinic  on  the  old  baths  site  in 
Saul  Street,  and  construction  was  due  to  commence  in  the  early  part  of  1954. 

Ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics. 

Six  combined  ante-  and  post-natal  clinics  are  held  weekly. 

Seven  hundred  and  seventy  expectant  mothers  made  3,891  attendances 
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at  these  clinics  compared  with  667  and  3,311  in  1952.  Further  comment  is 
made  on  this  matter  in  the  section  headed  Midwifery. 

Sixty-nine  patients  attended  for  post-natal  examination  and  advice  as 
compared  to  90  in  the  previous  year.  The  majority  of  women  nowadays 
have  booked  a  doctor  who  does  the  post-natal  examination  and  therefore  this 
figure  is  unlikely  to  improve. 

These  figures  do  not  include  women  attending  clinics  at  the  Royal  In¬ 
firmary  and  Sharoe  Green  Maternity  Departments. 


Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Nine  medical  and  three  non-medical  sessions  are  held  weekly  at  the 
various  centres  and  one  non-medical  session  is  held  fortnightly.  28,271 
attendances  were  made  by  children,  which  represents  a  decrease  of  1,451  from 
the  year  before. 

This  decline  which  has  continued  from  the  year  before  is  partly  due  to  the 
falling  birth  rate  and  partly  to  the  fact  that  the  young  children  in  the  town 
tend  to  be  in  the  newly  rehoused  families  in  the  housing  estates  on  the  peri¬ 
phery  of  the  town  where  clinic  facilities  are  inadequate  or  non-existent  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  clinic  at  Tulketh  Road  mentioned  above  will  help  the 
mothers  to  attend  from  the  Larches  Estate,  which  at  present  is  a  very  long 
way  from  the  nearest  clinic. 

Dried  milk  and  other  nutrients  continue  to  be  sold  at  the  centres  and 
during  1953  totalled  £1,940  against  £2,265  in  the  previous  year. 

The  supply  of  free  nutrients  cost  the  Council  £78. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  one  demonstrator  continued  to  give 
five  sessions  weekly  at  infant  welfare  clinics  for  the  purpose  of  giving  instruc¬ 
tion  to  the  mothers  in  dressmaking,  making  toys  and  other  novelties. 

From  June  a  second  demonstrator  was  available  for  one  more  session.  As 
a  result  it  was  possible  to  allot  a  regular  session  to  every  infant  welfare  clinic, 
Barlow  Street,  Guttridge  and  Cuttle  Street  one  every  week  and  the  others  one 
every  fortnight. 

The  Preston  and  District  Infant  Welfare  Voluntary  Workers’  Association 
instituted  in  1915  continues  to  render  valuable  assistance  at  the  welfare 
centres  and  to  take  an  interest  generally  in  the  mothers  and  babies  attending 
there. 


ANCILLIARY  THERAPY. 

Dental  Treatment. 

The  Principal  School  Dental  Officer  has  contributed  the  following  report  : 

“  Provision  of  comprehensive  dental  treatment  for  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  pre-school  children  has  been  on  a  scale  similar  to  that  of  the 
previous  three  years.  Patients  in  need  of  treatment  are  referred  by  assistant 
medical  officers  at  ante-natal  and  toddlers  clinics  and  nurseries  and  the 
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treatment  carried  out  at  North  Road  Dental  Clinic.  Denture  construction 
has  been  satisfactorily  undertaken  by  a  local  technician. 

There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  time  spent  and  treatment  carried  out. 
Detailed  figures  are  shown  in  Tables  11  and  12. 

The  anticipated  provision  and  staffing  of  a  new  dental  clinic  at  Eldon 
Street  will  greatly  increase  the  scope  of  this  service.’' 


Table  11.  Numbers  Provided  with  Dental  Care. 


Needing 

Treatment 

Made 

Examined 

Treated 

Dentally 

Fit 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

59 

58 

56 

42 

Children  under  5  years 

96 

92 

92 

84 

Table  12.  Forms  of  Dental  Treatment  Provided. 


Extractions 

Anaes¬ 

thetics 

Fillings 

Scaling  and 

Gum  Treatment 

Silver  Nitrate 
Treatment 

Dressings  j 

c n 

A 

Oh 

1h 

b£> 

O 

•  rH 

cd 

Dentures 

Provided 

Dentures 

|  Re-lined 

Local  j 

General 

j  Complete 

j  Partial 

Expectant  and 

Nursing  Mothers 

188 

1 

49 

38 

11 

4 

30 

5 

16 

5 

3 

Children  under  5  years 

177 

•  • 

74 

85 

•  • 

138 

37 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

One  session  per  week  is  devoted  to  this  work  at  present.  The  need  is  for 
a  full  time  dentist  on  this  work  who  should  have  facilities  at  each  clinic  so  that 
these  mothers  and  children  do  not  have  to  be  referred  elsewhere  and  at  another 
time.  The  basic  fault  lies,  as  it  does  for  other  services,  in  lack  of  comprehen¬ 
sive  clinic  premises. 

Toddlers’  Clinic. 

Toddlers’  clinics  continue  to  be  held  fortnightly  at  Cuttle  Street,  Man¬ 
chester  Road,  Barlow  Street,  Guttridge,  St.  Mary  Magdalene’s  and  Strand 
Road.  Children  between  the  ages  of  two  and  five  are  invited  on  or  about  their 
birthdays  to  attend  for  check  up  and  sufficient  time  is  allowed  for  each  child 
so  that  the  mother  and  doctor  can  discuss  any  difficulties. 

2,690  appointments  were  made  during  the  year  and  1,205  children 
attended,  a  45  per  cent  response. 

Table  13  gives  details  of  numbers  attending  various  clinics. 
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Table  13.  Toddlers’  Clinics,  1953. 


Clinic 

No.  invited 

No.  who  attended 

No.  referred 
for  specialist 
treatment 

No.  for 
observation 

Barlow  Street  (whole  year) 

507 

279  (55.0%) 

21 

49 

Cuttle  Street 

456 

199  (43-6%) 

19 

3 

Deepdale .  . 

554 

264  (49-5%) 

20 

36 

St.  Mary’s 

472 

201  (42-6%) 

30 

9 

Manchester  Road 

325 

122  (37-5%) 

19 

7 

Strand  Road 

376 

140  (37-8%) 

23 

58 

Totals 

2690 

1205  (44-8%) 

132 

162 

Physiotherapy. 

Clinics  continue  to  be  held  at  Cuttle  Street,  Manchester  Road  and  Barlow 
Street,  where  treatment  is  given  to  children  of  all  ages.  The  equivalent  of 
seven  sessions  are  held  weekly  at  these  clinics  where  cases  are  received  from 
infant  welfare  centres  and  day  nurseries. 

One  full-time  and  two  part-time  physiotherapists  are  engaged  in  this  work. 

Pre-School  Children  Treated. 

New  patients  Discharged  Attendances  Sessions  held 
207  111  3,773  546 

In  addition  weekly  sessions  are  held  at  Guttridge  and  Manchester  Road 
ante-natal  clinics  to  give  expectant  mothers  special  instruction  in  relaxation 
and  suitable  exercises  to  help  them  in  their  pregnancy  and  labour. 

Expectant  Mothers  Treated. 

New  patients  Discharged  Attendances  Sessions  held 

28  19  211  79 

Artificial  Sunlight  Therapy. 

This  treatment  is  carried  out  at  Cuttle  Street,  Manchester  Road  and  the 
Open  Air  School. 

The  figures  below  show  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

New  patients  Discharged  Attendances  Sessions  held 

109  77  1,652  319 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Therapy. 

Facilities  for  the  special  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  ear,  nose  and  throat 
conditions  in  pre-school  children  exist  through  the  clinic  run  as  part  of  the 
School  Health  Service.  During  the  second  half  of  the  year  anterior  polio¬ 
myelitis  was  epidemic  in  the  borough  and  operative  treatment  on  ear,  nose  and 
throat  conditions  ceased  for  several  months.  The  following  table  gives  a 
summary  of  the  work  done. 
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Table  14. 


New  cases  . .  . .  .  •  •  .  56 

Re-inspections  . .  .  .  . .  89 

Referred  for 

Operative  treatment  . .  33 

Treatment  in  clinic  .  .  . .  10 

Re-inspection  . .  . .  71 

Treatment  : 

Operative  . .  . .  . .  71 

Clinic .  10 

Audiometer  tests  . .  . .  1 

X-ray  . .  . .  . .  7 

Total  attendances  . .  . .  145 


Defective  Vision. 

Potential  squint  cases  continue  to  be  referred  to  the  special  squint  clinic 
and  the  following  table  is  a  record  of  the  work  done  on  pre-school  children 
during  the  year. 

Table  15. 


New  cases  . . 

36 

Refractions.. 

38 

Re-inspections 

59 

Prescriptions  given 

32 

Referred  to  orthoptic  clinic 

— - 

Referred  for  operative  treatment 

3 

Total  attendances 

•  • 

95 

Paediatric  Clinic. 

15  Cases  were  referred  by  the  medical  officers  in  clinics  to  the  Paediatric 
Out-patient  clinic  at  the  open  air  school  for  advice  or  treatment. 


Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  children  referred  from  medical 
officers  to  the  orthopaedic  clinic. 
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Table  16.  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 


No.  of  children  under  treatment  . .  68 

Total  attendances  ..  ..  ..  119 

Surgical  appliances,  etc.  ordered  .  .  52 

X-rays  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Recommended  admission  to  hospital  .  .  2 

Classification  of  Defects  : 

Deformities,  Congenital  .  .  20 

,,  Traumatic  .  .  1 

„  Other  .  .  .  .  21 

Rickets  . .  .  .  26 


Care  of  Illegitimate  Children. 

The  Council  continued  its  general  arrangements  under  this  heading  during 
the  current  year  and  financial  responsibility  was  accepted  for  the  following 
cases  : 


Brettargh  Holt  Maternity  Home,  Kendal  . .  1 

Grange*  Wilpshire,  home  of  the  Blackburn 

Diocesan  Welfare  Society  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Fylde  House  of  Help,  Blackpool  . .  . .  1 

Girls’  Hostel,  Lancaster  .  .  . .  . .  . .  2 


Care  of  Premature  Infants. 


One  hundred  and  fifty-five  Preston  babies  as  opposed  to  166  in  1952  were 
born  prematurely  in  1953.  121  of  those  were  born  in  hospital  or  maternity 

homes  and  34  in  domiciliary  practice.  Care  of  the  premature  baby  in  the 
home  continues  to  rest  with  the  individual  midwife  under  the  close  supervision 
of  the  superintendent  midwife  until  the  child  attains  6  lbs.  in  weight. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  premature  infants  and  their 
survival  state  at  the  end  of  one  month. 
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Table  17.  Premature  Infants  Survival  State. 


Trans¬ 

ferred 

to 

hospital 

Died 

first 

24 

hours 

Died 

2nd— 

7th 

day 

Died 
8th — 
28th 
day 

Sur¬ 

vived 

28 

days 

Total 

Babies  born  at  home 

3  lbs.  4  ozs.  or  less  .  . 

•  . 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

Over  3  lbs.  4  ozs.  up  to  and 
including  4  lbs.  6  ozs. 

•  • 

4 

.  . 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

7 

Over  4  lbs.  6  ozs.  up  to  and 
including  4  lbs.  15  ozs. 

.  • 

•  • 

.  . 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

Over  4  lbs.  15  ozs.  up  to  and 
including  5  lbs.  8  ozs. 

.  . 

.  . 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

24 

25 

Total 

•  • 

4 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

28 

34 

Babies  born  in  Private  Maternity  Homes 

3  lbs.  4  ozs.  or  less  .  . 

•  • 

1 

1 

.  • 

.  • 

2 

Over  3  lbs.  4  ozs.  up  to  and 
including  4  lbs.  6  ozs. 

•  . 

.  . 

«  • 

•  • 

•  * 

3 

3 

Over  4  lbs.  6  ozs.  up  to  and 
including  4  lbs.  15  ozs. 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  . 

•  • 

•  . 

•  • 

Over  4  lbs.  15  ozs.  up  to  and 
including  5  lbs.  8  ozs. 

•  • 

♦  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

Total 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

2 

3 

6 

Babies  born  in  Hospital 

3  lbs.  4  ozs.  or  less  .  . 

•  . 

•  . 

6 

1 

•  , 

4 

11 

Over  3  lbs.  4  ozs.  up  to  and 
including  4  lbs.  6  ozs. 

•  . 

•  . 

4 

1 

•  • 

19 

24 

Over  4  lbs.  6  ozs.  up  to  and 
including  4  lbs.  15  ozs. 

•  • 

•  . 

•  • 

•  . 

.  . 

19 

19 

Over  4  lbs.  15  ozs.  up  to  and 
including  5  lbs.  8  ozs. 

•  • 

4 

1 

2 

2 

56 

61 

Total 

•  • 

j  11 

| 

4 

2 

98 

115 

Grand  Totals 

•  • 

*  4 

14 

6 

2 

129 

155 

*  All  four  babies  transferred  to  Hospital  survived  28  days. 


Day  Nursery  Provision. 

The  Council  continues  to  provide  six  day  nurseries  with  a  total  of  263 
places  and  the  average  daily  attendance  for  the  year  was  242. 

The  nurseries  had  a  year  remarkably  free  from  the  epidemic  exanthemata. 
Dysentery  of  the  mild  sonne  type  affected  one  nursery  rather  badly  and  mod¬ 
erately  in  two  others.  This  disease,  which  is  usually  not  at  all  serious  is 
extremely  difficult  to  control  in  institutions  such  as  nurseries  and  strict 
measures  of  exclusion  have  to  be  taken  with  the  result  that  the  attendance 
at  an  affected  nursery  falls  very  badly. 
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Overall,  there  was  an  increase  in  the  total  attendances  of  3,890. 

Table  18.  Summary  of  Statistics. 

1st  January  to  31st  December,  1953. 


Eldon 

Fish- 

Gordon  Hartington  Isherwood  Ribbleton 

Street 

wick 

Street 

Road 

Street 

Avenue 

Total 

Attendances 

.  .  10,626 

8,647 

7,223 

11,123 

12,277 

8,756 

58,652 

New  children  admitted 

46 

48 

85 

43 

47 

31 

300 

Children  left 

43 

44 

78 

40 

48 

31 

284 

On  Register — 

Jan.  1st  .  . 

45 

40 

41 

50 

61 

44 

281 

Dec.  31st 

48 

44 

48 

53 

60 

44 

297 

On  Waiting  List— 

Jan.  1st  .  . 

41 

3 

27 

33 

26 

20 

150 

Dec.  31st 

59 

13 

18 

69 

36 

36 

231 

Infection  : 
Measles 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

Rubella 

,  .  — 

• — 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Chicken  Pox 

.  .  — 

2 

5 

— 

— 

3 

10 

Whooping  Cough  .  . 

.  .  — 

1 

1 

5 

— 

— 

7 

Mumps 

.  .  — 

- — - 

— 

6 

6 

— 

12 

Dysentery 

.  .  — 

14 

39 

2 

3 

9 

67 

Scarlet  Fever 

.  .  — 

1 

— 

— 

7 

1 

9 

Gastro-Enteritis 

1 

7 

11 

1 

— 

4 

24 

Poliomyelitis 

.  .  — 

- — - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Four  of  the  nurseries  are  recognised  training  centres  for  the 

purposes 

of  the 

National  Nurseries 

Examination  Board  certificate 

and  on  the  average  21 

nursery  students  were  in  training  throughout  the  year  and  eight  obtained  the 
certificate. 

II.  Midwifery. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  24  midwives  were  in  practice  in  the  town  of  whom 
11  were  employed  at  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  two  at  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital, 
two  in  private  maternity  homes  and  nine,  including  the  supervisor,  in  munici¬ 
pal  domiciliary  practice. 

The  nurses  employed  in  the  Council’s  domiciliary  midwifery  service,  under 
the  supervision  of  a  whole-time  non-medical  supervisor  of  midwives,  performed 
424  deliveries  and  attended  121  deliveries  as  maternity  nurse. 

Table  19  shows  the  trend  of  midwifery  since  July,  1948.  It  demonstrates, 
in  a  period  of  a  falling  birth  rate,  an  increased  ratio  of  births  taking  place  at 
home,  an  increase  in  the  number  of  home  deliveries  attended  by  midwives 
acting  as  such  and  an  increase  in  attendances  at  the  ante-natal  clinics  both  as 
to  the  number  of  women  attending  and  as  to  the  number  of  attendances  made 
by  each.  The  present  satisfactory  position  is  an  index  of  the  happy  relation¬ 
ships  that  exist  between  the  hospitals  and  the  general  practitioners  and  the 
local  health  authority  service  in  the  field  of  maternal  and  child  health. 


Table  19. 

Total  confinements  and  distribution  of  these  confinements  between  hospitals  and  nursing  homes,  general 
practitioners  and  midwives  for  six  years  since  5th  July,  1948,  and  attendances  at  Corporation  clinics. 
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Six  gas  and  air  analgesia  outfits  are  available  and  were  used  in  418  deliver¬ 
ies.  All  nine  midwives  are  qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air. 

Six  hundred  and  twenty-one  accouchment  outfits  were  provided  during 
the  year. 

Medical  aid  in  accordance  with  rule  E(12)  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board 
was  sought  in  92  cases.  Seven  auto-cycles  are  provided  for  the  use  of  mid¬ 
wives  in  performance  of  their  duties. 


Place  of 

Available 

No.  of  Preston 

confinement 

beds 

deliveries 

Domiciliary 

— 

548 

Sharoe  Green  Hospital 

51 

853 

Preston  Royal  Infirmary 

50 

395 

St.  Joseph’s  Hospital 

25 

175 

Maternity  Homes 

6 

29 

Others 

— 

2 

Totals 

132 

2,002 

These  figures  of  deliveries  relate  only  to  women  normally  domiciled  in 
Preston  and  the  hospitals  undertook  a  large  amount  of  obstetric  work  for  the 
surrounding  areas  also. 

Mothers  and  babies  continue  to  be  discharged  from  the  hospitals  on  the 
tenth  day  where  it  is  considered  safe  to  do  so  and  the  domiciliary  midwives 
supervise  them  at  home  between  the  tenth  and  fourteenth  days.  1,036  such 
cases  were  supervised. 

In  addition  90  premature  babies,  including  those  born  at  home  and  those 
born  in  hospitals  and  nursing  homes,  were  supervised  on  the  district  by  the 
midwives  until  they  attained  a  weight  of  6  lbs. 

III.  Health  Visitors. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  18  trained  health  visitors  on  the  staff 
each  spending  half  her  time  on  health  visiting  duties  and  included  in  whom  were 
one  superintendent  and  one  deputy  superintendent.  In  addition  there  was 
one  whole-time  nurse  employed  in  tuberculosis  duties. 

The  modern  health  visitor  is  primarily  a  health  educator  and  advisor  on 
medico-social  problems.  Her  influence  is  on  the  family  as  a  whole,  but  is 
exerted  mainly  through  the  mother  with  whom  she  is  frequently  in  contact  in 
pregnancy  when  receptivity  to  advice  is  probably  at  its  peak. 

The  enlargement  of  the  scope  of  health  visiting  to  include  the  whole 
family  is  a  welcome  advance  in  social  medicine  though,  since  it  impinges  more 
than  before  on  the  work  of  others,  it  has  brought  in  its  train  a  new  set  of 
problems.  Liaison  with  general  practitioners  has  been  further  developed 
during  the  year  and  some  practitioners  are  now  making  regular  use  of  their 
services  especially  in  relation  to  the  care  of  the  aged  and  the  supervision  of  the 
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chronic  sick,  whilst  active  liaison  with  the  hospital  service  has  continued 
especially  in  relation  to  paediatrics,  midwifery  and  the  chronic  sick.  162 
cases  seeking  admission  to  hospital  were  referred  by  the  bed  bureau  for  an 
investigation  into  the  social  circumstances  of  the  patient.  The  present 
arrangements  are  entirely  to  the  advantage  of  those  in  need  and  appear  to  be 
working  to  the  satisfaction  both  of  the  hospital  staffs  and  the  general  practi¬ 
tioners. 

The  scheme  of  assisted  training  of  student  health  visitors  has  continued 
to  work  well  and  three  students  attended  the  course  of  instruction  at  Birming¬ 
ham  University.  All  the  students  successfully  completed  the  examination  and 
have  subsequently  proved  a  welcome  addition  to  the  staff. 

The  prospect  of  obtaining  a  full  complement  of  health  visitors  continues 
to  be  poor  and  is  not  likely  to  improve  under  the  present  conditions  prevailing 
in  the  nursing  services. 

Table  20  sets  out  in  statistical  form  the  number  and  type  of  visits  carried 
out  by  health  visitors  during  the  year. 


Table  20.  Domiciliary  Health  Visiting.  Year 

Number  of  visits  to  :  1953 

Births  (first  visit)  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  1,844 

Births  (re-visits)  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  12,617 

Stillbirths  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  36 

Children  1-5  years  1st  visits  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  89 

Re-visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  14,092 

Expectant  mothers  (first  visits)  .  .  .  .  .  .  352 

Expectant  mothers  (subsequent  visits)  .  .  .  .  468 

Persons  suffering  from  illness  0-5  years  .  .  .  .  20 

5-15  years  . .  .  .  26 

15  -I- .  14 

Infectious  diseases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  194 

Special  visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,383 

Infant  death  investigations  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  40 

Visits  to  elderly,  sick  and  infirm  persons  .  .  .  .  321 

Prematurity  Survey  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Tuberculosis  domiciliary  visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,464 

Total  number  of  visits  .  .  .  .  32,973 


IV.  Home  Nursing. 

There  is  a  staff  of  one  matron,  one  deputy  matron  and  17  district  nurses 
on  home  nursing.  A  home  is  provided  where  the  matron,  deputy  matron  and 
four  of  the  staff  reside,  the  remainder  working  on  a  non-resident  basis.  Twelve 
auto-cycles  are  provided  for  the  use  of  the  nurses  to  cover  their  districts 
adequately  and  bicycles  are  provided  for  those  who  prefer  them.  The  service 
is  available  at  the  request  of  the  general  practitioners  between  the  hours  of 
8  a.m.  and  11  p.m.  daily  and  emergency  calls  are  undertaken  overnight. 

The  number  of  visits  has  not  changed  appreciably  from  1952.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  new  cases  continues  to  rise  annually. 
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Table  21.  Summary  of  the  work  of  the  District  Nurses. 


No.  of  cases 
at  beginning 
of  month 

New 

cases 

Terminated 

No.  of  cases 
at  end  of 
month 

No.  of 
visits 

Conv. 

Hosp. 

Died 

Other 

causes 

January  .  . 

261 

306 

182 

6 

22 

2 

355 

5216 

February 

355 

268 

320 

22 

20 

2 

259 

5574 

March 

259 

402 

351 

16 

20 

20 

254 

5266 

April 

254 

506 

400 

20 

30 

12 

298 

6066 

May 

298 

286 

180 

20 

20 

7 

357 

5750 

June 

357 

250 

301 

20 

20 

10 

256 

5860 

July 

256 

205 

199 

2 

24 

4 

232 

4581 

August 

232 

401 

282 

16 

19 

5 

311 

5569 

September 

311 

201 

200 

20 

31 

3 

258 

4581 

October  .  . 

258 

208 

208 

16 

20 

11 

211 

5006 

November 

211 

286 

198 

12 

26 

,  , 

261 

5664 

December 

261 

333 

201 

35 

30 

30 

298 

5394 

Total  for  year 

3652 

3022 

205 

282 

106 

•  • 

64527 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  visited  during  the  year  by  District  Nurses. 


Number 

Visits 

Pneumonia  (ail  forms) 

112 

2,222 

Tuberculosis  .  . 

171 

7,665 

Influenza 

10 

84 

Scarlet  Fever 

293 

9,971 

Complications  of  pregnancy  visited  during  the  year  by  District  Nurses. 


Number 

Visits 

Abortions 

26 

442 

Mastitis 

.  , 

30 

421 

Thrombosis 

,  . 

12 

256 

Pyrexia 

•  • 

36 

179 

104 

1,298 

The  character  of  their  work  has  changed  appreciably  since  the  appointed 
day.  Much  less  visiting  is  needed  on  a  long  time  basis  because  of  the  advent 
of  the  new  therapeutic  measures  which  so  appreciably  shorten  many  illnesses 
and  of  the  modern  trend  for  active  movement  very  early  in  the  convalescence 
after  such  illnesses  as  cerebral  thrombosis,  whilst  much  more  is  done  pari  passu 
in  giving  injections  of  penicillin  and  other  modern  drugs. 

A  very  considerable  increase  is  noted  in  visits  to  infectious  diseases  and 
complications  of  pregnancy  and  particularly  in  the  visiting  of  persons  suffering 
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from  tuberculosis.  This  is  further  evidence  of  the  use  that  is  now  being  made 
of  this  service  for  the  routine  administration  of  the  newer  antibiotics  and 
other  drugs  which  require  to  be  given  parenterally. 


V.  Ambulance  Service. 

During  1953  several  changes  were  made.  A  new  long  wheelbase  Bedford 
ambulance  was  acquired  in  January  and  a  large  new  type  Bedford  sitting  case 
car  seating  seven  and  a  driver  and  with  facilities  for  one  stretcher  between 
the  seats,  were  added  to  the  strength  in  December. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  fleet  consisted  of  two  Austin  ambulances 
bought  before  1949,  two  short  wheel  based  Bedford  ambulances,  two  long  wheel 
based  Bedford  ambulances,  two  Bedford  sitting  case  cars  and  a  Rover  car  used 
as  a  sitting  case  car,  all  purchased  since  1949. 

Both  mileage  and  journeys  have  shown  an  increase  once  more. 

The  staff  continues  to  consist  of  a  station  officer,  three  telephonists, 
nineteen  driver/attendants  and  one  attendant. 

Details  are  set  out  in  the  table  below. 

Table  22.  Ambulance  Service. 


Month 

Bor< 

3UGH 

1949 

Mile¬ 

age 

1949 

Jour¬ 

neys 

1950 

Mile¬ 

age 

1950 

Jour¬ 

neys 

1951 

Mile¬ 

age 

1951 

Jour¬ 

neys 

1952 

Mile¬ 

age 

1952 

Jour¬ 

neys 

1953 

Mile¬ 

age 

1953 

Jour¬ 

neys 

January 

5232 

1043 

7661 

1622 

8944 

1992 

8620 

1970 

10327 

2365 

February 

5185 

1125 

6848 

1603 

7898 

1719 

9065 

1910 

9188 

2283 

March  .  . 

5693 

1180 

8095 

1904 

8484 

1899 

8820 

1811 

9994 

2492 

April  .  . 

5302 

1029 

7627 

1638 

9359 

1958 

8614 

1605 

9342 

2293 

May 

5995 

1115 

7686 

1791 

8297 

1887 

9007 

1856 

9341 

2337 

June . 

6889 

1353 

8061 

1731 

9060 

1946 

9171 

1802 

10048 

2543 

July . 

8081 

1423 

8461 

1958 

8988 

1774 

9598 

1819 

9717 

2438 

August 

7477 

1246 

7765 

1676 

9157 

1625 

9250 

1836 

10325 

2431 

September 

7458 

1273 

7994 

1498 

9394 

1654 

8764 

1854 

10375 

2471 

October 

7636 

1464 

8917 

1615 

9059 

1796 

10129 

2323 

11165 

2687 

November 

7749 

1542 

8427 

1877 

7659 

1784 

9401 

2367 

10873 

2738 

December 

7202 

1501 

8401 

1781 

8561 

1914 

9751 

2630 

10957 

2714 

79899 

15294 

95943 

20694 

104860 

21948 

110190 

23783 

121652 

29792 

119  journeys  involving  1,194  miles  were  made  for  Lancashire  County 
Council  and  18  journeys  involving  392  miles  for  other  authorities. 


VI.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care. 

1 .  Tuberculosis. 

The  general  arrangements  for  tuberculosis  prevention  and  care  remained 
unchanged  during  the  year. 
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The  tuberculin  testing  of  one  year  old  children  was  continued  and  of  226 
children  tested,  four  reacted  positively. 

The  night  sanatorium  scheme  has  been  continued  throughout  the  year 
and  has  yielded  some  valuable  information  as  to  the  attitude  of  patients  to  a 
“  half-way  ”  system  of  living  and  to  the  type  of  person  most  likely  to  benefit 
from  it.  The  younger  adult  appears  less  able  to  subject  himself  of  his  own 
volition  to  a  partial  resumption  only  of  normal  community  life  and  he  fairly 
soon  makes  the  break  with  the  sanatorium  complete.  Especially  in  the  case 
of  more  mature  patients  where  there  has  been  an  insecure  social  setting  at  the 
time  of  breakdown  the  advantages  of  the  night  sanatorium  have  held  greater 
appeal. 

Eight  cases  were  admitted  to  the  chalets  during  1953  and  nine  discharged. 
The  average  length  of  stay  was  126  days.  At  the  end  of  the  year  two  of  the 
four  beds  were  occupied  and  one  man  was  in  full  time  employment  in  open 
industry. 

Close  co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the  Ministry  of  Labour  in 
relation  to  the  employment  of  the  tuberculous.  During  the  year  two  men  and 
two  women  completed  training  under  the  vocational  training  scheme  of  the 
Ministry  and  seventeen  men  and  eight  women  were  placed  in  suitable  employ¬ 
ment  by  the  disablement  rehabilitation  officers.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
thirteen  cases  were  gainfully  occupied  in  sheltered  employment. 

Milk.  There  was  maintained  during  the  year  the  system  of  providing 
to  the  tuberculous,  milk  as  a  dietary  additive  and  31  persons  received  supplies 
free  or  at  reduced  prices. 

Nursing  and  Ancilliary  Equipment.  A  full  range  of  equipment  for 
the  domiciliary  care  of  the  sick  is  available  on  loan  or  otherwise  and  has  been 
drawn  upon  as  required. 

2.  Convalescent  Treatment. 

In  1953  four  men,  18  women  and  eight  children  were  sent  to  various  homes 
in  Lancashire,  Cheshire,  Wales  and  Suffolk  for  convalescent  treatment. 

One  or  two  convalescent  homes  are  specially  designed  to  give  mothers  who 
are  not  coping  adequately  with  their  family  responsibilities  a  rest,  and  coin¬ 
cidentally  some  training  in  home  and  child  management.  One  mother  with 
two  children  was  sent  during  1953.  More  use  could  be  made  of  this  special 
type  of  convalescent  home  if  accommodation  was  more  readily  available. 

3.  Domiciliary  Meals  Service. 

This  service,  whereby  persons  recovering  from  illness  or  in  a  low  state  of 
health  have  been  able  to  receive  a  hot  meal  delivered  in  their  home  has  been 
continued  throughout  the  year. 

Table  23  shows  the  scope  of  the  service  during  1953. 
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Table  23.  Invalids  and  Infirm  Persons  Meal  Service. 


Number  of 
persons 
receiving 
meals  on 
1/1/53 

Number  of 
new  recipients 
during  year 

Number  of 
persons 
ceasing  to 
have  meals 
during  year 

Number  of 
persons 
remaining  at 
31/12/53 

Total  number 
of  meals 
served  during 
year 

109 

175 

178 

106 

10,614 

4.  Night  Attendant  Service. 

This  service,  inaugurated  in  1951,  was  continued  during  1953. 

This  service,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Home  Help  Organiser  and  run 
on  broadly  similar  lines  to  that  service,  is  designed  to  relieve  the  burden,  on, 
and  give  respite  to,  relatives  and  friends  of  invalids  who  cannot  be  left  on  their 
own  with  safety. 

During  the  year  68  cases  were  assisted  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  five  night  attendants. 

5.  Provision  of  Nursing  Equipment  and  Apparatus. 

Nursing  equipment  and  apparatus  is  provided  at  the  District  Nurses’ 
Home  and  also  by  arrangement,  through  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association. 

Accouchement  sets  for  expectant  mothers  are  provided  through  the 
midwifery  service. 

6.  Health  Education. 

The  Council  contributes  to  the  funds  of  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education  whose  resources  are  available  for  health  propaganda  purposes. 

Health  education  is  a  long  term  project  done  in  the  main  unobtrusively 
by  all  members  of  the  Health  Department  staff  individually  as  they  make 
contact  with  the  general  public. 

The  medical  officer  at  clinics  and  the  health  visitor  have  a  captive  interest¬ 
ed  audience  in  the  mother  of  the  young  family  and  they  do  the  field  work  on 
the  family,  mostly  in  conversation  with  the  individual  but  also  by  means  of 
film  strips,  leaflets  and  booklets  such  as  “  Better  Health  ”  provided  at  the 
clinics. 

The  sanitary  inspectors  and  to  some  extent  the  health  visitors  are  contin¬ 
ually  educating  the  public  as  they  go  about  their  business  of  investigating 
infectious  disease,  and  the  special  problems  of  food  hygiene  are  constantly 
under  review  in  restaurants,  cafes,  food  shops,  public  houses,  markets  and 
schools.  Regular  displays  of  material  on  subjects  of  topical  interest  take 
place  in  a  show  window  in  the  centre  of  the  town  and  posters  and  show  cards 
have  been  distributed  to  firms  and  businesses  where  appropriate. 

Active  co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the  Road  Safety  Officer  in 
relation  to  propaganda  directed  against  accidents  in  the  home  and  in  the 
street  and  assistance  has  been  given  to  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade  in 
the  holding  of  a  course  of  instruction  in  food  hygiene  to  food  handlers. 
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7.  Problem  Families. 

During  the  year  the  committee  at  officer  level  established  to  consider 
problem  families  and  children  neglected  in  their  own  homes  met  monthly 
when  thirteen  families  were  under  prolonged  review. 

Two  families  in  health  committee  accommodation  have  required  only  a 
watching  brief  and  occasional  help  and  encouragement  by  the  staff  to  keep 
them  on  the  right  lines  until  such  time  as  they  are  rehoused.  A  third  family 
has  very  low  standards  of  hygiene  but  seems  to  be  quite  secure  emotionally. 

The  remainder  are  a  cross  section  of  the  types  normally  met  with  in  this 
work,  ranging  from  parents  with  very  low  mental  capacities  who  are  unable  to 
manage  a  family  successfully  to  parents  of  good  intelligence  and  education  who 
have  some  defect  of  character  which  makes  them  a  source  of  social  anxiety. 

One  mother  returned  after  recuperative  training  to  make  a  home  again 
and  has  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  physical  needs  of  the  family  done  very 
well  since  but  emotionally  this  family  is  still  far  from  stable. 

It  is  hoped  by  encouragement  and  help  to  tide  the  poorer  intellectual 
families  over  the  years  when  their  families  are  young,  as  it  is  often  found  that 
they  can  manage  their  affairs  reasonably  satisfactorily  later.  In  the  case  of 
those  families,  however,  with  parents  whose  defect  is  psychological  rather  than 
intellectual  in  the  short  period  that  they  have  been  under  review  progress  is, 
so  far,  little  more  than  illusory. 

During  the  year  the  committee  have  not  felt  that  any  family  could  be 
discharged  from  supervision,  a  state  of  affairs  which  is  almost  inevitable. 
Attempts  to  establish  a  section  of  the  Family  Service  Unit  in  Preston  have  so 
far  not  been  successful  and  material  results  are  not  likely  to  accrue  until  some¬ 
thing  of  this  nature  is  developed.  In  the  meantime  voluntary  workers  of  the 
Society  of  Friends  are  striving  nobly  to  fill  the  gap. 

VII.  Domestic  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  supervised  by  a  domestic  help  organiser  who  has  a  staff  of 
70  part-time  home  helps.  The  service  is  aimed  at  giving  help  in  the  home 
where  circumstances  make  it  difficult  or  impossible  for  the  family  to  manage 
without  assistance.  Priority  is  given  to  maternity  cases,  elderly  infirm  and 
chronic  sick,  and  cases  of  sudden  acute  illness  in  the  home. 

An  average  of  374  cases  were  assisted  each  month  by  this  service  and  the 
amount  of  time  given  to  each  case  varied  from  three  hours  per  week  to  eight 
each  day. 

This  service  combined  with  the  night  attendant  service  and  the  meals 
service  helps  materially  to  keep  the  infirm  at  home  and  leave  beds  in  hospitals 
and  other  institutions  for  even  needier  cases. 

Each  application  for  aid  is  investigated,  an  assessment  of  time  required 
is  made,  the  degree  of  priority  determined  and  the  charge  to  be  paid  fixed. 
The  maximum  charge  is  at  present  2/6d.  per  hour  and  reduced  payments  in 
accordance  with  a  prescribed  scale  may  be  demanded.  The  minimum  charge 
made  is  3/9d.  per  week. 
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Whilst  in  theory  any  of  the  home  helps  can  go  to  any  case,  in  practice 
home  helps  undertake  particularly  certain  types  of  cases  and  tend  to  be  utilised 
for  the  type  of  case  best  suited  to  their  ability  and  temperament. 


Table  24.  Domestic  Help  Service. 


1953 

Existing 

New 

J  anuary 

340 

43 

February 

350 

33 

March 

365 

44 

April 

374 

26 

May 

378 

24 

T  une 

381 

17 

July 

371 

28 

August 

372 

24 

September 

372 

24 

October 

377 

22 

November  .  . 

382 

27 

December  .  . 

381 

27 

No.  being  assisted  at 
Terminated  the  end  of  the  month 


33 

350 

18 

365 

35 

374 

22 

378 

21 

381 

27 

371 

27 

372 

24 

372 

19 

377 

17 

382 

28 

381 

25 

383 

8.  Cerebral  Palsy. 

♦ 

No  complete  record  of  the  incidence  of  cerebral  palsy  in  the  town  is 
available  but  there  is  fairly  complete  information  regarding  children  of  school 
age  compiled  from  school  health  sources,  whilst  some  of  the  more  severe  adult 
cases  are  registered  and  known  through  the  welfare  services  section. 

The  cases  actually  known  to  the  staff  ar,e  recorded  in  the  table  below. 
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Table  25.  Spastics. 

Males  Females 


3 
7 
6 
9 

4 

1 


4 

6 

6 

3 

2 


1 


Total 

7 

13 

12 

12 

6 

1 

1 


30  22  52 


Voluntary  registration  of  any  condition  depends  for  its  success  on  the 
apparent  benefit  to  be  obtained  by  the  persons  invited  to  co-operate.  In  the 
case  of  school  children  registration  is  fairly  complete  for  not  only  are  the  cases 
detected  at  school  examinations  but  diagnosis,  supervision  and  care  are  all 
available  through  the  orthopaedic  clinic  facilities  and  the  special  cerebral 
Daisy  unit,  which  seven  cases  attend,  at  the  Open  Air  School.  Since  the 
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orthopaedic  and  paediatric  consultants  hold  clinics  at  the  school  and  are 
regularly  in  consultation  the  care  of  these  cases,  medical,  social  and  educational 
is  fully  co-ordinated. 

In  the  case  of  adults  a  small  number  of  cases  of  the  more  severe  type  have 
been  registered  through  the  welfare  services  section.  Occupational  therapy 
in  the  home  has  been  provided  in  the  last  year  for  cases  whose  spatial  move¬ 
ments  are  severely  restricted  and  a  weekly  half  day  session  is  held  at  the 
social  centre  for  persons  suffering  from  crippling  defects.  One  man  aged  18 
was  attending  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Close  co-operation  exists  also  with  the  youth  employment  officer  and  the 
disablement  rehabilitation  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  both  as  to  training 
for  industry  and  placement. 

Six  men  are  employed  in  open  industry  and  one  undertakes  casual  work 
on  his  own  account.  One  woman  is  engaged  in  gold  thread  embroidery 
working  in  her  own  home  for  a  local  firm. 

Visitation,  where  it  is  not  declined,  is  undertaken  regularly  by  the  district 
health  visitor. 

9.  Epilepsy. 

Epilepsy  is  a  condition  which  even  in  the  absence  of  treatment  varies 
considerably  in  severity  from  case  to  case.  Records  are  kept  in  register  form 
only  of  the  more  severe  types  in  which  some  form  of  care  or  regular  supervision 
is  required.  Sixty  cases  were  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Table  26.  Epileptics. 

Males  Females  Total 

1  4  5 

3  7  10 

12  7  19 

8  1  9 

5  5  10 

1  4  5 

1  1  2 


31  29  60 

Of  the  29  school  children  affected  three  are  in  special  residential  schools 
and  five  attend  the  Open  Air  School.  12  also  suffer  from  mental  deficiency  of 
such  a  degree  as  to  bring  them  within  the  ambit  of  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Acts. 

Amongst  the  adult  population  epilepsy  comes  to  notice  as  a  rule  only 
when  assistance  is  sought  to  overcome  some  social  need.  There  is  difficulty 
from  time  to  time  in  getting  residential  accommodation  as  a  matter  of  urgency 
though  eventually  cases  have  all  been  placed. 

Contact  is  also  maintained  with  the  Touth  Employment  Officer  in  respect 
of  juvenile  epileptics  and  advice  given  on  the  most  suitable  forms  of  employ¬ 
ment. 
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5  + 
10  + 
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VIII.  Mental  Health. 

1.  Administration. 

(a)  No  fundamental  change  in  the  administration  of  this  service  took 
place  during  the  year. 

(b)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  for  the  work  of  the 
Mental  Health  Section  and  the  assistant  medical  staff  carry  out  appropriate 
medical  duties.  The  consultant  psychiatrist  continued  on  a  part-time  basis 

During  1953  one  of  the  mental  health  visitors/duly  authorised  officers 
died  after  a  long  illness.  The  replacement  of  a  successor  was  delayed  until 
after  the  end  of  the  year  with  the  result  that  the  less  important  but  statutory 
duties  of  duly  authorised  officer  loomed  larger  than  those  of  the  mental  health 
visitor. 

(c)  Supervision  of  mental  defectives  on  licence  from  institutions  is 
carried  out  regularly  by  the  mental  health  visitors  and  help  given  in  settling 
the  individual  in  the  outside  community.  Three  such  cases  were  under  care 
during  1953.  In  addition,  patients  are  supervised  whilst  on  holiday  licence  in 
the  general  community. 

(d)  No  duty  is  delegated  to  voluntary  organisations. 

(e)  One  student  successfully  completed  the  full  time  training  course  for 
occupation  centre  supervisors  run  at  Manchester  by  the  National  Association 
for  Mental  Health  and  took  up  duties  on  the  occupation  centre  staff  in  Sep¬ 
tember.  One  male  student  was  approved  under  the  Committee’s  scheme  of 
training  and  is  attending  the  current  course  in  Manchester. 

2.  Account  of  work  undertaken  in  the  community. 

(a)  Under  Section  28,  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946  ;  Prevention, 
care  and  after-care.  The  system  of  visiting  patients  in  need  of  care  and  after¬ 
care  has  been  continued  during  1953  whereby  all  patients  on  discharge  from 
hospital  are  visited  and  revisited  if  they  require  the  service.  The  general 
practitioners  of  the  Borough  have  consulted  the  staff  increasingly  over  a 
variety  of  problems  arising  in  individual  cases,  so  that  a  more  efficient  service 
is  being  provided  for  the  person  in  need.  During  the  year  306  domiciliary  care 
and  after-care  visits  were  made. 

(b)  Under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  1890-1930,  by  duly 
authorised  officers. 

Number  of  persons  removed  to  Hospitals  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1953  : 


Lunacy 

Act. 

Section  20 

2 

Section  21 

115 

Section  16 

46 

Mental 

Treatment 

Act. 

Section  1. 

88 

Section  5 

8 

(c)  Under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1938.  The  following  tables 
indicate  the  action  taken  in  respect  of  ascertainment  and  provision  of  guardian¬ 
ship  and  supervision  and  show  the  number  of  defectives  receiving  training. 
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Table  27. 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1938. 


I.  Particulars  of  cases  reported  during  1953 

(a)  Cases  at  31st  December  ascertained  to  be 
defectives  “  subject  to  be  dealt  with.” 
Action  taken  on  reports  by 

(i)  Local  Education  Authorities  on 
children  : 

(1)  While  at  school  or  liable  to 
attend  school 

(2)  On  leaving  special  schools 

(3)  On  leaving  ordinary  schools  .  . 

(ii)  Police  or  by  Courts 

(iii)  Other  Sources 

(b)  Cases  reported  but  not  regarded  at  31st 
December  as  defectives  “  subject  to  be 
dealt  with  ”  on  any  ground 

(c)  Cases  reported  but  not  confirmed  as  de¬ 
fectives  by  31st  December  and  thus 
excluded  from  (a)  or  (b)  .  . 

Total  number  of  cases  reported  during  the  year 

II.  Disposal  of  cases. 

(a)  Of  the  cases  ascertained  to  be  defectives 
“  subject  to  be  dealt  with  ”  number  : 

(1)  Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision 

(2)  Placed  under  Guardianship 

(3)  Taken  to  “  Places  of  Safety  ” 

(4)  Admitted  to  Institutions 

(b)  Of  the  cases  not  ascertained  to  be  defec¬ 
tives  “  subject  to  be  dealt  with  ”  number 

(1)  Placed  under  Voluntary  Supervision 

(2)  Action  unnecessary 

Total  of  Item  II 


During  1953 

Total  c 
Authority 
as  at  1st 

ases  on 
r’s  register 
[an.,  1954. 

Under 
age  16 

Age 

and 

d  16 

over 

Un 

age 

der 

16 

Age 

and 

d  16 

over 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

8 

8 

1 

5 

6 

5 

1 

3 

1 

! 

22 

15 

1 

16 

1 

12 

— 

1 

41 

11 

1 

29 

•  • 

5 

93 

2 

87 

15 

76 

59 

25 

17 

12 

•• 

1 

53 

34 

197 

160 

The  number  of  defectives  under  Guardianship  on  1st  January,  1954,  who 
were  dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  Sections  8  or  9  : —  M.  Nil.  F.  Nil. 
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Table  27 —continued . 


During  1953 

Total  cases  on 
Authority’s  register  as 
at  1st  Jan.,  1954. 

Under 
age  16 

Aged  16 
and  over 

Under 
age  16 

Aged  16 
and  over 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

II I.  Classification  of  defectives  in  the 
community  on  1st  Jan,,  1954. 

(a)  Cases  included  in  item  2(a)  (1)  to  (3)  above 
in  need  of  institutional  care  : — 

(1)  In  urgent  need  of  institutional  care  : — 

(i)  “  cot  and  chair  ”  cases 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade  cases 

(iii)  medium  grade  cases 

(iv)  high  grade  cases 

(2)  Not  in  urgent  need  of  institutional 
care  : — 

(i)  “  cot  and  chair  ”  cases 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade  cases 

(iii)  medium  grade  cases 

(iv)  high  grade  cases 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

Total  of  item  3(a) 

7 

1 

5 

7 

(b)  of  the  cases  included  in  items  2(a)  (i)  and 
(ii)  and  2(b)  (i)  overleaf,  number  consider¬ 
ed  suitable  for  : — 

(i)  occupation  centre 

(ii)  industrial  centre 

(iii)  home  training 

22 

20 

5 

13 

5 

9 

Total  of  item  3(b) 

22 

20 

18 

14 

(c)  of  the  cases  included  in  item  3(b)  number 
receiving  training  on  1st  Jan.,  1954  : — 

(i)  in  occupation  centre 

(ii)  in  industrial  centre 
(iii)  at  home 

10 

10 

3 

4 

Total  of  item  3(c) 

10 

10 

3 

4 
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Table  27. — continued. 


IV.  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  who  were  in  Institutions,  under  Community 
Care  (including  Voluntary  Supervision)  or  in  44  Places  of  Safety  ”  on  1st 
January,  1953,  who  have  ceased  to  be  under  any  of  these  forms  of 
care  during  1953. 

Males  Females  Total 

(a)  Ceased  to  be  under  care  ....  .  .  2  -  2 

(b)  Died,  removed  from  area,  or  lost  sight  of  1  3  4 


Total 


3 


V.  Of  the  total  number  of  mental  defectives  under  Supervision  or  no  longer 
under  care. 

(a)  Number  who  have  given  birth  to  children  while  unmarried  during 
1953,  Nil. 

(b)  Number  who  have  married  during  1953,  Males,  Nil  ;  Females,  Nil. 


During  the  year  the  mental  health  visitors,  in  co-operation  with  the 
Juvenile  Employment  Bureau,  have  made  increasing  efforts  to  find  suitable 
employment  for  defectives  in  order  that  they  may  become  self-supporting 
members  of  the  community. 

The  number  of  defectives  awaiting  vacancies  in  institutions  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  20.  No  solution  has  yet  been  found  to  the  speedy  placement  of 
defectives  in  the  appropriate  colonies  and  institutions. 

3.  Training. 

Occupation  Centre.  There  were  considerable  delays  and  difficulties 
through  no  fault  of  the  Corporation,  in  starting  work  on  the  conversion  of 
44  The  Elms  ”  the  premises  acquired  late  in  1952.  It  had  been  hoped  to 
have  them  open  before  the  end  of  the  year,  but  this  has  not  materialised 
and  the  work  has  continued  at  Bairstow  Street. 


The  staff  consisted  of  an  untrained  supervisor  and  two  untrained 
assistant  supervisors  until  the  beginning  of  the  autumn  when  the  student 
whom  the  local  authority  had  in  training  took  up  duties  as  an  additional 
trained  assistant  supervisor. 

There  is  at  present  no  industrial  centre  for  the  training  of  defectives  for 
industry,  nor  is  home  teaching  undertaken. 

Table  28.  Preston  Occupation  Centre. 

Cases  that  received  instruction  at  the  above  Centre  during  1953. 


No.  of  cases 
under  instruction 
1/1/53 

No.  of  new 
cases  admitted 
during  year 

Nun 

disch; 

iber 

irged 

No.  on  Register 
at  31/12/53 

Under 

Over 

Under 

Over 

Under 

Over 

Under 

Over 

16 

16 

16 

16 

16 

16 

16 

16 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

County  Borough 

11 

9 

2  2 

4 

4 

1  .  . 

3  1 

2  .  . 

10 

10 

3 

4 

County  Council 

5 

4 

3  4 

2 

4 

1 

2  1 

.  .  3 

5 

7 

3 

2 

Total 

16 

13 

5  6 

6 

8 

1  1 

5  2 

2  3 

15 

17 

6 

6 
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Table  29.  Preston  Occupation  Centre. 
Attendances  during  year  ending  31st  December,  1953. 


Month 

No.  on 
Roll 

County 

Pupils 

County 

Borough 

Pupils 

Totals 

Grand 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

January 

21 

20 

262 

248 

452 

352 

714 

600 

1314 

February 

22 

22 

214 

198 

396 

344 

610 

542 

1152 

March 

21 

21 

172 

100 

340 

416 

512 

516 

1028 

April 

21 

22 

170 

150 

216 

222 

386 

372 

758 

May 

22 

21 

196 

208 

318 

252 

514 

460 

974 

June 

23 

22 

260 

226 

408 

426 

668 

652 

1320 

July  . 

23 

22 

178 

132 

346 

296 

524 

428 

952 

August  .  . 

21 

22 

60 

70 

122 

122 

182 

192 

374 

September 

23 

26 

288 

404 

432 

392 

720 

796 

1516 

October  .  . 

22 

25 

288 

370 

384 

364 

672 

734 

1406 

November 

22 

23 

296 

322 

392 

362 

688 

684 

1372 

December 

21 

23 

242 

204 

272 

262 

514 

466 

980 

2626 

2632 

4078 

3810 

6704 

6442 

13146 

IX.  Domiciliary  Medical,  Pharmaceutical,  Dental  and  Opthalmic  Services. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Leyland,  Clerk  to  the  Preston  Executive  Council, 
for  the  following  statement  on  the  medical,  pharmaceutical,  dental  and 
opthalmic  services  administered  by  the  Preston  Executive  Council  : 

“  The  number  of  persons  registered  on  doctors  lists  at  31st  March,  1954, 
was  1 17,455.  There  were  70  practitioners  on  the  Medical  List  of  the  Council, 
44  of  whom  were  resident  in  the  Borough  and  66  of  whom  were  also  included 
in  the  Council’s  Obstetric  List  for  the  provision  of  maternity  medical  services 
There  were  also  two  assistant  practitioners.  The  total  gross  payments  for 
general  medical  services  for  the  year  was  £133,390  7s.  7d.  including 
£4,324  19s.  7d.  for  maternity  medical  services. 

“  On  the  31st  March  there  were  55  chemists’  establishments  on  the 
Council’s  Pharmaceutical  List  for  the  supply  of  medicines  and  appliances, 
and  18  contractors  for  the  supply  of  appliances  only.  The  Rota  Scheme, 
provided  for  establishments  in  different  parts  of  the  town  to  be  open  for  one 
hour  each  evening  after  the  normal  hours  of  closing,  and  one  hour  each 
Sunday,  Local  and  Bank  Holiday,  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  year. 

“  During  the  year  29  test  prescriptions  were  taken  of  which  28  were 
satisfactorily  dispensed. 

“  Payments  made  by  the  Council  for  the  supply  of  medicines  and 
appliances  amounted  to  £145,300  13s.  8d.  including  £952  10s.  6d.  for  Rota 
Services.  769,279  prescriptions  were  dispensed  by  chemists  during  the  year. 

“  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  38  Dental  Practitioners  on  the 
Council’s  Dental  List.  The  total  cost  to  the  Council  for  the  supply  of 
dentures,  extractions  and  conservative  treatment  was  £80,990  2s.  9d.  39 

persons  applied  for  replacement  of  dentures  originally  provided  under  the 
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National  Health  Service  on  the  grounds  of  loss  or  damage,  nine  applications 
were  approved,  the  remainder  being  required  to  pay  part  or  whole  of  the 
cost  of  the  replacement. 

“  At  the  31st  March,  1954,  there  were  three  Opthalmic  Medical  Practi¬ 
tioners,  20  firms  of  Ophthalmic  Opticians  and  two  firms  of  Dispensing 
Opticians  on  the  Council’s  Ophthalmic  List.  19,641  applications  for  glasses 
were  received  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  17,036  the  previous  year. 

Over  129,888  such  applications  have  been  received  by  the  Council  since  the 
inception  of  the  Act.  Of  the  number  of  sight  tests  provided  during  the  year 
15,435  cases  were  supplied  with  glasses  under  the  National  Health  Service. 
Applications  for  repairs  or  replacement  of  glasses  totalled  1,113  of  which 
1,025  were  approved.  The  total  cost  to  the  Council  for  this  branch  of  the 
Service  was  : 

£  s.  d. 

Sight  Testing  Fees  .  .  .  .  13,822  7  6 

Supply  and  Repair  of  glasses  .  .  17,954  8  11 

Total  ..  £31,776  16  5  ” 

X.  Pathological  and  Laboratory  Service. 

There  is  close  co-operation  with  the  Group  Laboratory  in  the  investiga¬ 
tion  into  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  and  general  epidemiological  prob¬ 
lems.  A  record  of  the  work  done  on  behalf  of  the  department  is  given  in 
the  table  below. 

Units  of  work, 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular  86/47, 

19th  May,  1947. 

Public  Health  Dept.  V.D.  Dept. 

24,375 
921 
3,450 


Total  ..  ..  28,746  ' 


5,500 

5,500 


Bacteriology  . . 
Chemistry 
Inoculations  .  . 
Serology 
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Section  47,  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951. 

(a)  Number  of  cases  in  which  the  Council  has  taken  action  :  One. 

(b)  Reason  for  the  Council’s  Action  : 

Woman,  aged  67  years,  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease,  being  aged, 
infirm  and  physically  incapacitated,  living  in  insanitary  conditions  and 
unable  to  devote  to  herself,  and  not  receiving  from  other  persons,  proper 
care  and  attention. 

(c)  Period  named  in  the  Order  :  Three  weeks. 

(d)  Type  of  Accommodation  Stipulated  : 

Hospital  under  the  control  of  the  Preston  and  Chorley  Hospital  Manage¬ 
ment  Committee. 

(e)  Outcome  of  Action  Taken  : 

At  the  end  of  the  detention  period  the  woman  remained  in  Hospital  on 
a  voluntary  basis  to  receive  additional  treatment. 
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Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease. 


For  some  years  past,  little  of  particular  note  has  occurred  in  this  field,  but 
1953  has  been  much  more  eventful.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  was 
a  fairly  sharp  outbreak  of  sonne  dysentery,  but  it  was  in  mid-summer  that  the 
tempo  quickened,  and  from  then  until  practically  the  year’s  end  anterior 
poliomyelitis  was  notified  steadily.  In  addition  there  were  two  major  out¬ 
breaks  of  food  poisoning,  the  first  of  which  involved  much  of  north  west  Lan¬ 
cashire  and  had  very  considerable  publicity  and  in  the  end  had  involved  more 
than  1,000  people,  included  among  whom  were  201  Preston  residents. 

This  outbreak  had  its  origin  outside  the  Borough.  The  second  outbreak 
while  serious  enough  was  not  on  the  same  scale  as  the  first  but  this  was  probab¬ 
ly  because  of  other  fortuitous  happenings.  This  second  outbreak,  which  also 
involved  the  surrounding  parts  of  the  county  had  its  origin  in  the  Borough. 

Pneumonia  and  Influenza  again  took  very  little  toll  of  the  population,  the 
death  rate  being  even  less  than  1952,  which  had  had  the  lowest  figures  for 
twenty-nine  years. 

Measles  having  been  epidemic  during  1952  occurred  only  in  302  children, 
which  is  the  lowest  figure  for  ten  years. 

Table  30  below  shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  in  recent  years  in 
Preston  and  Table  31  gives  the  1953  notifications  sub-divided  according  to  age 
together  with  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  from  each  disease. 


Table  30. 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 


Disease 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Smallpox 

m  # 

#  # 

.. 

.. 

•  • 

•  * 

Diphtheria 

229 

44 

41 

5 

4 

2 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

Scarlet  Fever 

436 

316 

138 

130 

218 

247 

299 

382 

407 

516 

Measles 

909 

1156 

505 

1821 

1715 

564 

741 

1157 

1757 

302 

Whooping  Cough 
Pneumonia  (Primary 

410 

104 

299 

140 

298 

187 

432 

303 

329 

246 

and  Influenzal) 

108 

83 

81 

89 

83 

101 

76 

104 

57 

46 

Acute  Encephalitis 

•  • 

.  • 

•  , 

•  • 

•  . 

4 

3 

1 

,  , 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

5 

.  . 

1 

17 

1 

3 

5 

5 

2 

35 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  .  . 

1 

•  , 

•  • 

4 

2 

3 

3 

.  • 

6 

.  , 

Typhoid  Fever  .  . 

1 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

.  , 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

•  « 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

7 

•  • 

6 

•  • 

,  , 

Dysentery 

2 

22 

4 

3 

55 

28 

265 

147 

86 

258 

Food  Poisoning 

•  • 

•  • 

.  • 

•  • 

,  . 

9 

31 

36 

31 

353 

Erysipelas 

14 

23 

14 

17 

26 

25 

27 

9 

5 

17 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis, 

129 

114 

134 

103 

104 

107 

100 

111 

114 

100 

Non-Pulmonary 

38 

39 

21 

17 

23 

22 

38 

31 

20 

30 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

28 

29 

30 

17 

13 

18 

15 

17 

8 

33 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

4 

10 

1 

7 

8 

3 

2 

5 

•  . 

3 

Malaria 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 
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Table  31. 

The  following  table  gives  a  list  of  the  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 

(excluding  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year. 


CASES  NOTIFIED 


Disease 

Under  1 

CM 

1 

H 

CO 

CM 

3—4 

LC 

T 

o 

r— < 

lO 

LO 

T-H 

I 

o 

o 

! 

m 

r-H 

lO 

CO 

o 

35—45 

45—65 

65  and  over 

Age 

Unknown 

TOTAL 

Cases 

admitted  to 

hospital 

DEATHS 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

8 

16 

44 

52 

251 

110 

12 

10 

6 

3 

•  • 

2 

516 

361 

Diphtheria 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

•  • 

1 

1 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Measles 

32 

49 

49 

45 

54 

61 

5 

2 

3 

2 

302 

7 

Whooping  Cough 

23 

18 

32 

32 

46 

92 

1 

2 

246 

10 

•  • 

Acute  Pneumonia  (Primary 
and  Influenzal) 

5 

4 

4 

5 

2 

o 

O 

o 

o 

1 

i 

3 

10 

6 

46 

10 

40 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

,  , 

2 

25 

6 

*  • 

33 

30 

Meningococcal  Infection 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Erysipelas 

2 

12 

3 

17 

7 

Dysentery 

12 

35 

42 

15 

13 

51 

11 

5 

32 

14 

18 

2 

8 

258 

24 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 
and  Polioencephalitis  .  . 

1 

8 

2 

1 

7 

8 

5 

1 

1 

1 

35 

30 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

Food  Poisoning 

8 

7 

12 

8 

11 

27 

13 

18 

57 

51 

61 

19 

61 

353 

13 

Malaria 

86 

129 

157 

150 

185 

493 

147 

40 

131 

83 

104 

30 

75 

,80 

493 

41 

45 


Smallpox. 

No  case  of  smallpox  occurred  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  and  no  case 
arrived  at  the  port.  There  was  very  little  trading  with  ports  in  areas  likely  to 
be  affected  last  year,  the  only  danger  area  being  North  Africa  from  which  there 
arrived  one  ship. 

The  number  of  vaccinations  known  to  have  been  carried  out  in  the  year 
are  set  out  in  the  table  below.  These  figures  represent  33  primary  vaccinations 
more  and  166  re-vaccinations  less  than  those  of  1952. 


Table  32. 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 


Age  at  31st  Dec.,  1953 
i.e.,  born  in  year 

Under  1 

1953 

1—4 

1949-1952 

5—14 

1939-1948 

15  or  over 
before  1939 

Total 

Number  vaccinated  .  . 

574 

52 

89 

59 

774 

Number  re-vaccinated 

2 

5 

51 

170 

228 

Total 

576 

57 

140 

229 

1002 

Diphtheria. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  there  has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria 
notified  in  the  borough. 

76’3%  of  the  population  under  the  age  of  15  have  been  immunised 
against  this  disease.  This  is  a  slightly  greater  percentage  than  the  previous 
year  and  must  be  considered  very  satisfactory  as  generally  throughout  the 
country  there  has  been  some  concern  because  of  a  falling  off  of  mothers 
getting  their  children  done.  Constant  encouragement  and  insistence  by  the 
health  visiting  staff  and  others  has  been  necessary  to  maintain  the  interest  of 
the  mothers  and  any  slackening  off  of  our  efforts  would  be  disastrous.  School 
nurses  have  continued  their  efforts  during  holiday  periods  with  apparently 
appreciable  results. 

The  epidemic  of  poliomyelitis  slowed  the  campaign  up  somewhat  but  it 
was  decided  to  continue  with  the  combined  suspended  diphtheria  and  whooping 
cough  vaccine  given  strictly  subcutaneously  and  for  the  older  children  boosting 
with  T.A.F.  also  subcutaneously  and  the  policy  appeared  to  be  justified  as  no 
case  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  among  recently  inoculated  children.  It  is 
extremely  doubtful  if  arrears  would  ever  have  been  made  up  if  immunisation 
had  been  stopped  during  the  epidemic. 


YEAR  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 
COMPLETED 


46 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Arranged  according  to  year  of  birth  and  year  of  completion  of  inoculation 
together  with  the  total  number  of  births  occurring  in  each  year. 


Table  33. 


YEAR  OF  BIRTH 


1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Annual 

Births 

1925 

1968 

1952 

2032 

1949 

2380 

2574 

2219 

2170 

2101 

1962 

1960 

1914 

1942 

734 

1943 

358 

608 

1944 

101 

284 

485 

1945 

47 

81 

222 

368 

1946 

180 

82 

137 

280 

587 

1947 

53 

72 

99 

107 

299 

878 

1948 

36 

117 

172 

97 

121 

369 

1284 

141 

1949 

13 

28 

174 

137 

69 

93 

259 

1130 

131 

1950 

7 

4 

29 

118 

61 

27 

77 

120 

885 

83 

1951 

12 

3 

6 

35 

141 

55 

30 

39 

189 

893 

116 

1952 

218 

5 

6 

14 

31 

188 

85 

50 

72 

168 

834 

99 

1953 

147 

194 

6 

3 

9 

41 

152 

27 

30 

57 

150 

692 

122 

Total 

1906 

1478 

1336 

1168 

1318 

1651 

1887 

1507 

1307 

1201 

1100 

791 

122 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Some  periodicity  is  evident  from  the  figures  given  in  Table  26  and  it 
appears  that  the  curve  trough  having  been  reached  in  1947  we  are  likely  to  be 
near  the  crest  of  the  ensuing  wave  this  year. 

Though  there  is  this  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  there  is  no  evidence  of 
any  increase  in  severity  of  the  actual  disease  and  for  the  eighth  successive  year 
no  death  occurred. 

361  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  but  in  the  main  these  admissions  were 
for  reasons  other  than  the  severity  of  the  patient's  illness. 
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Measles. 


Three  hundred  and  two  cases  of  measles  were  notified  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year. 

In  last  year’s  report  it  was  remarked  that  the  then  high  incidence  tor  this 
disease  had  occurred  earlier  than  might  have  been  expected  with  the  result 
that  it  had  faded  out  by  the  end  of  that  year.  As  a  consequence,  measles  did 
not  occur  in  epidemic  form  during  1953. 


Whooping  Cough. 

The  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough  notified  was  substantially  the 
same  as  the  previous  year,  246  in  1953  and  329  in  1952.  There  was  no  death 
attributable  to  this  disease  during  the  year. 

Whooping  cough  immunisation  has  been  carried  out  as  a  matter  of  routine 
at  the  combined  immunisation  sessions  held  during  the  year  and  in  fact  only 
a  small  proportion  of  children  under  five  were  given  diphtheria  alone. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  against  whooping  cough  either  com¬ 
bined  with  diphtheria  or  alone  during  1953  is  shown  in  table. 

It  is  too  early  as  yet  to  draw  any  conclusions  of  the  effectiveness  of  this 
campaign  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  tendency  for  the  very  young  to  be  less 
affected  noted  in  the  current  year  as  compared  to  1952  is  a  straw  in  the  wind. 


Table  35. 


Cases  Notified 


Year 

-1 

1— 

9 

JLi 

3— 

4— 

5— 

10— 

15— 

20— 

35  + 

Total 

Whooping 

1952 

31 

51 

43 

58 

44 

96 

#  # 

1 

5 

329 

Cough 

1953 

23 

18 

32 

32 

46 

92 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

2 

246 

Table  36  shows  the  year  of  birth  and  the  year  of  inoculation  against 
whooping  cough  together  with  the  total  number  of  births  in  each  year. 


WEEKS 


tr 
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Table  36.  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. 


YEAR 

OF 

BIRTH 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Annual 

Births 

1925 

1968 

1952 

2032 

1949 

2380 

2574 

2219 

2170 

2101 

1962 

1960 

1914 

1945 

2 

1 

Q 

1946 

1 

2 

1 

K  W 

O  H 
P  w 

1947 

1 

3 

38 

73 

77 

10 

o  k 
o  b 

1948 

2 

2 

5 

19 

35 

46 

4 

O  o 

1949 

£  o 

1 

5 

20 

76 

66 

13 

Ph  £ 
o  o 

1950 

1 

4 

5 

16 

27 

54 

15 

o  r 

^  C/3 

1951 

1 

3 

21 

53 

87 

22 

s 

1952 

3 

8 

8 

17 

62 

101 

45 

w  ^ 

1953 

1 

3 

1 

11 

32 

66 

121 

193 

750 

131 

HH 

Total 

1 

2 

8 

47 

107 

142 

170 

158 

203 

285 

316 

795 

131 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

A  sharp  outbreak  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  the  second  half  of  the 
year  when  35  cases  were  notified. 

Since  the  outbreak  in  1947  a  few  cases  have  occured  sporadically  in  the 
summer  and  autumn  months  each  year  evincing  no  obvious  connection  with 
each  other. 

In  1953  the  first  case  occurred  at  the  beginning  of  July.  The  usual  watch 
for  other  cases  was  undertaken  but  it  was  not  until  mid  August  that  the 
second  case  occurred.  In  the  ensuing  week  two  other  cases  appeared  and 
from  then  on  cases  occurred  each  week  until  mid-November. 

No  direct  link  was  established  between  the  first  case  occurring  in  July  and 
any  of  the  remainder  but  of  the  first  nine  children  affected  in  the  main  out¬ 
break  four  had  clear  connecting  links  both  in  time  and  space.  The  disease 
which  had  first  appeared  in  Ribbleton  ward  and  jumped  by  a  strong  and  precise 
inferential  link  to  Maudland  ward  subsequently  appeared  in  other  parts  of  the 
town  and  case  association  became  less  obvious. 

The  majority  of  those  affected  were  children  under  seven  years  as  can  be 
seen  from  Graph  opposite  which  sets  out  the  age  distribution  and  the  time  of 
onset  of  illness. 
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In  one  instance  a  child  had  an  illness  fulminating  in  character  and  death 
occurred  before  admission  to  hospital  could  be  effected.  Death  was  ascribed 
to  acute  poliomyelitis.  Otherwise  the  disease  generally  followed  a  fairly  mild 
course.  Eleven  cases  were  non-paralytic  in  type  and  of  the  remaining  twenty- 
three  paralysis  varied  in  degree  from  a  severe  condition  involving  both  legs  and 
one  arm  to  that  of  mild  paresis  of  one  arm.  By  the  end  of  the  year  ten  of  the 
paralytic  cases  had  made  a  complete  recovery,  eight  were  progressing  favour¬ 
ably  and  were  expected  to  make  a  good  functional  if  not  complete  physical 
recovery  and  five  were  likely  to  be  left  with  material  residual  disability. 

Among  the  general  preventive  measures  adopted  was  the  stopping,  in 
consultation  with  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  surgeon,  of  operations  for  tonsill¬ 
ectomy  and  adenoidectomy.  Consideration  was  immediately  given  to  the 
question  of  routine  immunisation  procedures  which  at  the  onset  of  the  out¬ 
break  involved  intramuscular  injection  of  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough 
prophylactics  some  of  which  contained  alum.  A  decision  was  taken  to  co- 
tinue  routine  immunisation  in  respect  of  both  diseases  but  to  eliminate 
intramuscular  injections  and  the  use  of  alum  precipitated  prophylactics. 

General  practitioners  were  advised  of  the  position  and  of  the  steps  that 
were  being  taken. 

Of  the  thirty  five  cases  four  had  been  immunised  within  the  twelve 
months  preceding  the  onset  of  illness.  Three  fell  ill  more  than  five  months 
later  and  each  developed  leg  palsy  without  arm  involvement.  The  fourth 
whose  last  inoculation  was  into  the  left  arm  six  weeks  earlier  had  a  mild 
paralysis  of  the  right  arm.  Though  immunisation  was  continued  steadily 
throughout  the  epidemic  in  the  modified  way  outlined  above  no  child  so  treated 
developed  the  disease  subsequently. 

The  ways  of  the  poliomyelitis  virus  are  obscure  and  it  is  not  suggested 
that  the  vigorous  empirical  steps  taken  to  deal  with  this  outbreak  necessarily 
had  any  effect  on  its  course.  It  is  nevertheless  satisfying  to  record  that  from 
the  epidemiological  viewpoint  the  outbreak  limited  itself  in  extent  to  a  known 
total  of  thirty  five  cases  and  that  in  intensity  it  left  on  the  population  as  a  whole 
only  the  slightest  scar. 


Enteric  Fever. 

One  case  of  typhoid  fever  was  admitted  to  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  from 
a  ship  in  Preston  Dock  and  transferred  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  This  case 
is  commented  on  in  the  Port  Medical  Officer’s  Report.  He  had  been  infected 
elsewhere  and  no  other  case  or  carrier  was  discovered  on  board  the  ship. 

No  case  of  paratyphoid  fever  occurred  during  the  year. 


Dysentery. 

258  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified  during  the  year  all  caused  by  the 
sonnei  strain  of  the  dysentery  group. 

67  of  these  cases  were  children  in  Day  Nurseries.  A  further  34  were  home 
contacts  of  these  children. 
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Eldon  Street  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Fishwick  . .  .  .  . .  14 

Gordon  Street  . .  .  .  . .  39 

Hartington  Road  . .  .  .  .  .  2 

Isherwood  Street  . .  .  .  .  .  3 

Ribbleton  . .  .  .  .  .  9 

Gordon  Street  Day  Nursery  had  the  sharpest  outbreak,  five  staff  and  34 
children  ultimately  being  reported  as  having  faecal  cultures  of  shigella  sonnei, 
this  in  spite  of  rigorous  exclusion  of  all  who  had  any  suspicious  symptoms  or 
positive  bacteriological  results. 

No  one  was  permitted  to  return  to  the  nursery  until  he  had  three  con 
secutive  negative  stools  and  the  home  contacts  one  negative  stool  taken  at  the 
same  time  as  the  patient’s  final  one. 

In  addition,  it  was  decided  to  investigate  further  to  find  out  if  three 
negative  stools  were  sufficient  to  prove  the  patient  was  no  longer  infectious  and 
further  stools  were  taken  on  their  return  to  the  nursery. 

Unfortunately,  there  was  a  trade  recession  just  at  this  time  and  several  of 
the  mothers  lost  their  employment  when  they  had  to  remain  at  home  and 
eighteen  children  therefore  did  not  return  to  the  nursery.  However,  of  the 
twenty-one,  sixteen  children  and  five  staff,  who  did  return,  thirteen  had  five 
subsequent  consecutive  negative  stools.  Of  the  remaining  seven,  plus  one 
who  returned  the  first  time  but  subsequently  left  when  excluded  for  a  second 
time,  six  had  one  positive  stool  and  two  had  two  positive  stools,  before  finally 
clearing  up. 

One  child  had  salmonella  minnesotta  isolated  from  three  specimens  in 
succession  five  weeks  after  his  original  illness.  He  had  no  symptoms  with  this 
and  none  of  the  home  contacts  were  found  to  have  any  pathogens  in  their 
faeces. 

Four  of  the  children  during  the  course  of  this  investigation  were  found  to 
be  excreting  salmonella  typhi-murium,  again  without  symptoms. 

One  child  had  two  specimens  infected  with  salmonella  morbificans  bovis 
which  occurred  just  when  there  was  a  food  poisoning  outbreak  although  he 
had  not  eaten  any  of  the  articles  of  food  known  to  be  the  cause  of  this  out¬ 
break. 

This  outbreak  of  sonne  dysentery  started  on  21st  March,  and  the  nursery 
was  clear  on  the  21st  May.  During  this  time  1,906  attendances  out  of  a 
possible  3,027  were  lost. 

The  only  other  day  nursery  affected  at  all  seriously  was  Fishwick  where 
fourteen  excretors,  with  or  without  symptoms,  were  ultimately  discovered. 
Exclusion  until  they  had  three  negative  stools  was  insisted  on.  No  follow  up 
was  possible  at  this  nursery  as  the  outbreak  coincided  with  a  large  food  poison¬ 
ing  outbreak  and  it  was  felt  that  it  would  be  unfairly  overburdening  the 
Pathological  Laboratory  to  do  so. 

The  remaining  157  were  unconnected  with  the  day  nurseries  and  apart 
from  one  or  two  with  common  school  associations  were  not  found  to  be  con¬ 
nected  with  each  other  in  any  way.  None  were  seriously  ill,  the  disease  having 
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a  nuisance  value  more  than  a  serious  medical  threat  in  that  it  prevented  food 
handler  cases  from  returning  to  work  until  they  were  free  of  infection. 

During  the  investigation  of  these  individual  cases  seven  symptomless 
excretors  were  discovered. 


Food  Poisoning. 

Three  hundred  and  fifty  three  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during 
the  year. 

Single  cases  and  minor  family  outbreaks  accounted  for  one  hundred  and 
twenty  four  cases  . 

The  remainder  were  the  result  of  two  major  outbreaks,  both  of  which 
affected  the  surrounding  areas  of  Lancashire  as  well  as  Preston. 

The  first  outbreak  accounted  for  one  hundred  and  seventy  four  cases  and 
a  further  twenty  seven  cases  were  brought  to  light  at  the  same  time  although 
they  had  apparently  not  eaten  the  foodstuff  known  to  have  been  the  vehicle. 

The  vehicle  of  this  outbreak  was  meat  pies  manufactured  outside  the 
borough  and  distributed  widely  in  North  West  Lancashire.  Ultimately  some 
1,100  cases  in  all  were  traced  back  to  these  pies. 

The  most  severely  affected  patients  in  this  outbreak  ate  these  pies  at  a 
tennis  club  on  a  very  warm  Saturday  afternoon,  these  pies  having  been  baked 
on  the  Thursday  and  bought  and  kept  in  ordinary  room  temperature  since 
Friday  morning.  Many  of  the  people  at  this  club  complained  of  the  taste 
and  one  individual  who  only  had  one  bite  was  quite  sharply  ill. 

The  investigation  of  this  outbreak  was  primarily  in  other  hands  but  con¬ 
siderable  work  was  done  by  the  staff  of  the  department  in  collecting  unsold 
pies,  sending  pies  and  other  specimens  to  the  laboratory  and  subsequently 
investigating  the  source  of  some  of  the  meat  sent  from  the  Borough  to  the  pie 
manufacturers. 

Except  for  cases  and  contacts  no  suspicious  findings  were  discovered  in 
the  borough.  Twenty  seven  people  were  notified  or  discovered  otherwise 
during  the  relevant  period  who  had  the  infecting  organism  cultured  from  their 
faeces,  namely,  salmonella  bovis  morbihcans  who  claimed  not  to  have  eaten 
the  pies  in  question.  15  of  these  had  no  apparent  connection  whatsoever  with 
the  meat  pies.  12  were  intimate  contacts  of  cases  who  had  consumed  the 
meat  pies  from  the  suspected  source. 

The  second  large  outbreak  occurred  in  North  West  Lancashire  during  the 
period  19th  to  21st  September  when  59  people  in  all  were  known  to  be  infected. 
28  of  these  actually  lived  in  Preston. 

The  vehicle  in  this  outbreak  was  again  meat  pies  and  the  causative  organ¬ 
ism  salmonella  typhi-murium. 

These  meat  pies  were  manufactured  in  Preston  on  Thursday,  17th  Sep¬ 
tember,  and  distributed  in  and  around  the  borough  on  the  Friday.  There  was 
no  difficulty  in  knowing  which  batch  to  incriminate  as  this  was  the  first  batch 
of  pies  made  for  general  distribution  at  this  bakery  since  June.  The  organism 
was  isolated  from  cases  and  seven  of  nine  of  the  pies  sent  for  culture. 


53 


The  bakery  was  thoroughly  investigated  immediately  it  was  felt  that  the 
pies  were  the  vehicle  of  the  outbreak.  Pie  making  ceased  forthwith.  All  of 
the  staff  were  questioned  and  specimens  of  faeces  taken. 

Two  of  the  staff  were  absent  from  work  during  the  investigation  suffering 
from  gastro-enteritis.  One,  a  van  driver,  started  symptoms  on  the  19th  and 
the  other,  a  confectioner,  on  the  20th  and  both  must  be  assumed  to  have  been 
victims  rather  than  sources  of  the  infection. 

Five  other  staff  in  the  confectionary  and  three  van  drivers  had  salmonella 
typhi-murium  cultured  from  their  faeces.  None  of  these  or  from  the  remainder 
of  the  staff  admitted  to  any  previous  symptoms  of  food  poisoning. 

The  meat  for  these  pies  comes  from  one  butcher.  His  shop  and  staff  were 
also  thoroughly  investigated  and  portions  of  the  same  side  of  meat  obtained 
for  bacteriological  examination.  All  findings  at  this  end  were  negative. 

Two  minor  outbreaks  each  involved  three  persons. 

In  the  first,  three  of  a  family  were  all  affected  on  the  same  day  and  all  had 
positive  faecal  cultures  of  salmonella  typhi-murium.  The  notification  was 
received  too  late  to  get  any  remains  of  suspicious  food.  The  dog  in  the  house 
had  had  gastro-enteritis  for  five  days  previous  and  it  seemed  reasonable  to 
suspect  it  of  being  the  source.  Faeces  from  the  dog  were  in  fact  negative. 

The  second  of  these  involved  three  persons  in  another  family  at  Christmas. 
No  organism  was  isolated.  The  suspect  foodstuffs  were  cold  remains  of 
chicken,  pork  and  duck,  part  of  all  of  which  were  rescued  from  the  dust  bin. 
Unfortunately  they  had  been  thrown  in  the  fire  first  and  although  Clostridium 
welchii  was  isolated  it  was  not  a  heat  resistant  strain  and  was  felt  to  be  a 
contaminant  from  the  dust  bin.  These  cold  joints  had  been  cooked  48  to  60 
hours  before  consumption,  the  weather  was  very  mild  for  the  time  of  the  year 
and  they  were  kept  in  a  warm  kitchen  cupboard  so  that  it  seemed  likely  that 
one  of  them  was  the  vehicle  but  no  definite  conclusion  could  be  drawn. 

Treatment  of  Scabies  and  Verminous  Heads. 

Ellen  Street  and  Cuttle  Street  continue  to  be  used  as  centres  for  cleansing, 
particularly  heads. 

Table  37  gives  details  of  treatment  given. 


Table  37. 


Ellen  Street 

• 

Cuttle 

Street 

Scabies 

Verminous  Heads 

Scabies 

Verminous  Heads 

Cases 

Treat¬ 

ments 

Cases 

Treat¬ 

ments 

Cases 

Treat¬ 

ments 

Cases 

Treat¬ 

ments 

Men 

11 

19 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Women  . . 

16 

29 

67 

82 

•  • 

•  • 

4 

4 

Boys  (under  14) . . 

15 

24 

119 

124 

•  • 

•  • 

62 

62 

Girls  (under  14) 

14 

22 

1179 

1212 

•  • 

613 

619 

TOTAL 

56 

94 

1365 

1418 

•  • 

•  • 

679 

685 
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Further  comment  on  this  subject  is  made  in  the  section  dealing  with  the 
health  of  the  school  child. 


Tuberculosis. 

Formal  notification  of  a  diagnosis  of  tuberculosis  was  received  in  respect 
of  111  persons,  as  opposed  to  122  last  year  as  set  out  in  Table  38. 


Table  38 


Formal  Notification 


No.  of  Primary  Notifications  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 


Age  Periods 

0- 

1- 

2- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

Total 

All 

Ages 

Respiratory,  Males  . . 

1 

•  • 

2 

3 

1 

4 

6 

9 

10 

4 

7 

1 

1 

49 

Respiratory,  Females 

1 

•  • 

1 

3 

3 

1 

5 

12 

2 

2 

1 

2 

•  • 

33 

Non-Respiratory, 

Males 

2 

9 

1 

2 

2 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

1 

1 

13 

Non-Respiratory, 

Females 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

16 

In  addition  to  the  above  notifications  the  deaths  of  seven  males  and  one 
female  not  previously  notified  were  registered  as  due  to  tuberculosis. 

Six  males  and  three  females  notified  elsewhere  moved  into  the  Borough 
and  one  male  and  one  female  previously  lost  sight  of  returned  during  1953. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  persons  on  the  register  of 
tuberculosis  notifications  at  the  end  of  the  year,  together  with  the  number 
of  cases  removed  during  the  year  and  the  reasons  therefore. 
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Table  39.  Notification  Register. 


Number  of  cases  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  remaining  on  the 
31st  December,  1953 
on  the  Register  of  Noti¬ 
fications  kept  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of 
Health 


Number  of  cases  removed 
from  the  Register  during 
the  year  by  reason,  inter 
alia,  of  : — 

1.  Withdrawal  of  notifi¬ 

cation 

2.  Recovery  from  the 

disease .  . 

3.  Deaths  (all  causes) 

4.  Outward  Transfers 

5.  Otherwise  (Lost  sight 

of,  etc.) 


Pulmonary 

Nor 

i-Pulmom 

iry 

Total 

Cases 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

361 

248 

609 

91 

78 

169 

778 

1 

3 

. 

4 

4 

21 

19 

40 

5 

4 

9 

49 

16 

5 

21 

•  • 

21 

9 

8 

17 

•  • 

2 

2 

19 

2 

3 

5 

•  » 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

The  trend  in  tuberculosis  mortality  continues  downwards,  a  feature  noted 
throughout  the  country  generally.  Twenty  seven  deaths  occurred  giving  a 
rate  of  .22  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  opposed  to  0.20  for  England  and 
Wales.  Eight  of  the  cases  dying  had  not  been  notified  during  life.  In  two 
of  the  cases  dying  at  home  the  cause  of  death  was  certified  by  the  coroner  after 
post  mortem  examination.  Two  cases  died  at  Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  one 
at  Sharoe  Green  Hospital,  one  in  Liverpool  and  two  at  home,  the  family 
doctor  certifying  the  cause  of  death. 


Failure  to  notify  a  case  of  tuberculosis  can  arise  from  a  variety  of  causes 
but  it  is  clear  that  in  recent  years  in  this  matter  there  has  been  increasing 
laxity  on  the  part  of  some  doctors.  In  view  of  the  infectious  character  of  the 
disease  and  in  the  light  of  the  work  that  is  now  done  in  the  tracing  of  hitherto 
unrecognised  foci  of  infection  it  is  disappointing  to  have  to  record  the  failure  of 
others  to  recognise  the  need  for  a  comprehensive  and  continuing  exploration  of 
all  possible  avenues  that  will  lead  to  unrecognised  cases. 
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I  am  advised  by  Dr.  Griff  el,  the  Chest  Physician,  that  “  340  new  contacts 
were  examined  in  1953  and  to  the  tubereuhn  negatives  vaccination  with  B.C.G. 
was  offered  ;  this  vaccination,  a  most  important  preventative  measure,  was 
first  used  in  the  borough  in  January,  1950,  and  by  the  end  of  1953  450  had 
been  vaccinated.  No  complications  occurred  and  the  conversion  rate  remains 
high,  retesting  being  done  at  at  least  yearly  intervals.  Both  the  maternity 
departments  at  Sharoe  Green  Hospital  and  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  retain, 
after  B.C.G.  vaccination,  babies  from  homes  with  an  infectious  family  member. 
This  help  is  very  much  appreciated.” 

General  sanatorium  accommodation  is  reasonably  available  and  the 
waiting  time  for  admission  is  short  but  there  is  a  waiting  time  of  nine  to  ten 
months  for  admission  to  the  thoracic  surgery  centres. 

Tuberculin  testing. 

The  scheme  where  children  at  or  about  their  first  birthday  are  tested  for 
sensivity  using  the  Tuberculin  Jelly  Test  has  been  continued  throughout  the 
year.  226  babies  were  tested  and  four  were  found  to  be  positive.  Subsequent 
ly  these  four  and  their  families  were  investigated. 

No  tuberculous  lesion  could  be  found  in  one  of  these  children,  two  were 
kept  under  observation  without  any  very  definite  findings  being  made  and  the 
fourth  was  a  quite  definite  primary  tuberculosis. 

No  home  contact  of  these  four  children  has  been  found  with  any  evidence 
of  active  tuberculosis. 


Further  comment  on  the  care,  after-care  and  rehabilitation  of  the  tuber¬ 
culous  is  made  on  page  30  in  the  section  dealing  with  the  general  provision  of 
health  services. 
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Venereal  Disease. 

Dr.  J.  F.  Mackay,  the  Venereologist  for  the  area,  has  contributed  the 
following  report  : 

“  There  is  a  slight  drop  in  the  total  number  of  new  patients,  but  the  grand 
total  for  the  whole  of  my  area  remains  at  the  same  figure  as  1952.  The  number 
of  seamen  attending  the  Preston  Centre  has  however  increased,  probably  due 
to  the  increased  amount  of  shipping.  The  number  of  congenital  infections 
remained  as  low  as  in  the  previous  year  and  again  the  fault  lay  in  lack  of 
ante-natal  blood  testing  of  the  mothers  prior  to  delivery. 

Perhaps  the  defaulter  rate  appears  higher  than  the  previous  year.  This 
is  because  a  certain  number  of  old  defaulters  had  been  carried  through  from 
1952  to  1953  in  the  hope  that  with  further  efforts  they  might  be  persuaded  to 
reattend.  However  the  follow  up  has  not  been  all  that  successful  and  a 
certain  number  of  cases  have  had  to  be  dropped  at  the  end  of  this  last  year. 

Again  over  200  letters  have  been  sent  out  to  patients  requesting  attendance 
and  a  small  number  of  visits  have  also  been  made.  It  is  very  difficult  work 
requiring  a  lot  of  tact  and  understanding  and  careful  handling  and  has  met 
with  but  little  success.  But  again  it  is  so  evident  from  a  perusal  of  V.D.  Case 
Cards  that  a  very  limited  number  of  defaulters  who  return,  ever  remain  to 
finish  treatment  and  observation  in  spite  of  all  our  efforts  to  make  them  under¬ 
stand  the  position.  Such  defaulters  remain  a  potential  danger  to  themselves 
but  are  in  my  opinion  non-infectious  and  unlikely  to  harm  the  rest  of  the 
community/’ 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


1.  Water. 

Preston  water  is  all  obtained  from  upland  gathering  grounds  at  an  eleva¬ 
tion  exceeding  500  feet  above  sea  level  :  the  area  is  chiefly  of  a  moorland 
character.  In  the  Forest  of  Bowland  Estates,  having  an  area  of  6,775  acres, 
there  are  six  intakes  abstracting  the  waters  of  the  Langden  and  Hareden 
Streams  and  their  tributaries.  Of  these,  Langden  is  the  largest,  Hareden  the 
next  in  size  followed  by  the  new  Losterdale  Intake,  where  immediate  chlorina¬ 
tion  is  effected,  and  three  smaller  ones  constructed  under  the  parliamentary 
powers  obtained  in  1947.  In  addition,  there  are  two  intake  works  gathering 
water  from  the  southern  side  of  Longridge  Fell.  All  the  water  is  soft  and  well 
suited  for  all  domestic  and  industrial  purposes. 

The  whole  of  the  foregoing  supplies  converge  upon  the  four  large  storage 
reservoirs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Longridge,  and,  after  decanting  through 
these  reservoirs,  the  water  passes  on  to  Grimsargh,  where  it  is  strained  through 
fine-mesh  copper  cloth,  which  removes  the  coarser  materials  in  suspension 
and  chlorinated  before  entering  the  mains  to  Preston.  During  the  year  the 
relining  with  reinforced  concrete  of  the  old  Langden  brick  culvert  was  com¬ 
pleted. 

A  large  new  storage  reservoir  is  in  the  process  of  construction  at  Spade 
Mill  and  is  intended  to  augment  the  available  storage  to  meet  periods  of 
drought. 

The  Water  Engineer  has  supplied  the  following  additional  information 
with  regard  to  1953. 

[a)  The  water  supplied  to  this  area  has  been  satisfactory,  both  in 
quality  and  quantity. 

( b )  275  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  water  were  made,  and 
66  of  the  water  as  supplied  to  consumers.  A  copy  of  the  latest  analysis  is 
appended. 
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Results  expressed  in  parts  per  million. 


Total  Solid  Residue  (Dried  at  180oc.) 

Oxygen  required  to  oxydise  in  15  minutes 

Oxygen  required  to  oxydise  in  3  hours 

Ammonia — Free  and  Saline 

Ammonia — Albuminoid 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

Chlorides 

Temporary  Hardness 
Permanent  Hardness 
Total  Hardness 
pH  Value 

Physical  properties  .  .  .  .  .  .  Colour  12  Hazen, 


80.0 

0.40 

0.81 

0,252 

0.114 

0.03 

10.0 

Nil 

35.0 

35.0 

7.3 

Odourless. 


The  increase  in  free  and  saline  ammonia  is  probably  accounted  for  by  the 
recent  introduction  of  ammonia  or  ammonium  sulphate  for  treatment.  Other 
results  are  normal. 


(c)  The  raw  water  has  occasionally  slight  plumbo-solvent  action,  but 
the  continuous  addition  of  lime  to  the  supply  neutralizes  the  risk  in  this 
direction  and  the  average  pH  figure  for  the  supply  is  7.2. 

(d)  No  action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  contamination. 

(e)  The  number  of  dwelling-houses  supplied  within  the  area  of  direct 
supply  is  35,503  and  of  houses  and  shops  (combined)  2,342.  The  population 
supplied  in  these  houses  is  125,000  with  a  further  32,000  in  districts  supplied 
in  bulk.  No  person  is  supplied  by  means  of  stand-pipes. 


2.  General  Sanitary  Defects. 

Table  41  shows  the  work  carried  out  under  the  public  health  acts  in 
relation  to  dwelling  houses  during  1953. 
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Table  41.  Showing  Repairs  and  Improvements  Effected. 


Sanitary  improvements  effected 

Public 
Health  Act. 

Housing 

Act 

Number  of  premises  dealt  with 

1737 

24 

Chimneys  repaired  or  renewed 

Clothes  washing  accommodation  provided  or 

68 

10 

repaired 

— 

6 

Dampness  remedied 

254 

1 

Decorations  renewed 

— 

1 

Downspouts  repaired  or  renewed 

90 

5 

Drains  cleared 

203 

— 

Drains  tested,  repaired  or  renewed 

257 

— 

Dustbins  provided 

72 

1 

Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  .  , 

53 

4 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 

95 

10 

Food  stores  provided  or  repaired 

1 

Gutters  repaired  or  renewed 

182 

13 

Handrails  provided 

— 

7 

Lighting  and  ventilation  improved 

2 

8 

Nuisances  abated  general 

92 

— 

Nuisances  abated — smoke 

15 

— 

Offensive  accumulations  removed 

43 

— 

Passages  or  yard  surfaces  flagged 

16 

3 

Plasterwork  repaired  or  renewed 

330 

11 

Premises  disinfested  or  cleansed 

69 

— 

Premises  treated  for  rats  or  rendered  rat-proof 

3 

— 

Public  sewers  cleansed  or  repaired 

117 

— 

Rent  books  inscribed  correctly  .  . 

- — • 

10 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed 

319 

9 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed 

45 

3 

Staircases  repaired  or  renewed 

15 

3 

Sufficient  washing  facilities  provided 

— - 

1 

Sufficient  w.c.  accommodation  provided 

2 

— 

Verminous  persons  cleansed 

5 

— _ 

Walls  repaired  or  renewed 

165 

12 

Water  service  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

W.C.  accommodation  improved,  repaired  or 

39 

1 

renewed 

307 

6 

W.C.  tippler  conversions  .  . 

6 

— 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed 

209 

12 

Woodwork  (general)  repaired  or  renewed 

89 

8 

Food  cooking  facilities  provided.  . 

— 

1 

Other  work  done  .  . 

134 

3 
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A  total  of  628  informal  notices  and  295  statutory  notices  were  served 
during  the  year.  These  are  itemised  in  Table  42. 

Six  waste-water  closets  were  converted  during  the  year  and  assistance 
was  provided  by  the  Council  to  the  owners  who  took  advantage  of  Section  47 
of  the  Act. 

In  four  instances  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  nuisance  orders  and  in  two 
cases  proceedings  were  successfully  instituted  against  owners  who  had  failed 
to  comply  with  sanitary  notices. 


Table  42. 

(A)  Details  of  Notices  and  Letters  sent  with  regard  to  Defects  found. 

Number  of  informal  notices  .  .  628  in  respect  of  634  premises. 

Number  of  subsequent  letters  .  .  6  ,,  ,,  ,,  6  ,, 

Number  of  statutory  notices  .  .  295  ,,  ,,  ,,  226  ,, 


(B)  Summary  of  Statutory  Notices  served  under  Public  Health 

Act,  1936. 


Section 

Number  Served 

39 

Drainage 

66 

44 

Closet  accommodation 

2 

45 

Closet  accommodation 

28 

56 

Yard  paving 

7 

58 

Dangerous  buildings  and  structures 

7 

75 

Dust  bins 

25 

83 

Filthy  or  verminous  premises 

1 

92/3 

Abatement  notices  (statutory  nuisances) 

158 

103 

Smoke  nuisance 

1 

295 

3.  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Three  sites  are  occupied  by  accredited  members  of  the  Showmen’s  Guild 
as  winter  quarters  and  these  are  provided  with  proper  amenities. 

One  new  application  to  station  a  van  on  private  land  in  the  borough  was 
granted. 
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A  successful  prosecution  was  taken  against  an  owner  of  land  for  allowing 
it,  not  licensed  to  be  used  as  a  caravan  site  and  against  an  occupier  of  a  caravan 
for  stationing  it  on  unlicensed  land  in  the  borough  for  a  period  exceeding  60 
days. 

In  all,  59  visits  and  98  re-visits  were  carried  out  by  the  sanitary  inspector 
in  connection  with  the  above  structures  and  proposals  connected  therewith. 

4.  Common  lodging  houses. 

There  are  Four  common  lodging  houses  in  the  borough  and  108  visits 
to  them  were  carried  out  by  the  sanitary  inspectors. 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  one  person  for  keeping  a  common  lodging 
house  without  registration  by  the  Council  under  Section  236  Public  Health 
Act,  1936.  The  case  was  dismissed. 

5.  Places  of  Public  Entertainment. 

% 

In  the  case  of  cinemas,  applications  to  the  Watch  Committee  for  a  licence 
must  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  of  sanitary  fitness.  There  are  17 
cinemas  in  the  area  plus  two  theatres  that  hold  cinematograph  licences  and  in 
1953  a  full  certificate  of  sanitary  fitness  was  issued  to  17.  A  provisional 
licence  was  issued  in  respect  of  the  other  two. 

There  are  three  theatres,  three  billiard  Malls,  and  28  dance  halls  in  the 
borough.  Four  of  the  cinemas  hold  licences  for  stage  plays  and  five  other 
premises  are  similarly  licensed.  94  visits  were  made  to  these  places  of  public 
entertainment. 

6.  Drainage  Work. 

Drain  defects,  renewals  and  alterations  have  occasioned  903  visits  and 
994  revisits  by  the  sanitary  staff. 

Section  83  of  the  Preston  Corporation  Act,  1947,  is  used  in  cases  of  emerg¬ 
ency  to  deal  with  blockages. 

A  prosecution  was  taken  under  Section  41  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
against  a  contractor  for  failing  to  give  24  hours  notice  of  intention  to  alter 
drainage  and  altering  and  covering  over  work  without  giving  the  sanitary 
inspector  the  opportunity  to  inspect.  The  defendant  who  pleaded  guilty  was 
ordered  to  pay  costs. 

7.  Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  19  premises  established  as  offensive  trades  in  the  borough. 
The  trades  include  fat  and  tallow  melters,  tripe  boilers,  fell-monger,  gut 
scraper,  tanner  and  leather  dressers,  soap  boilers,  and  rag  and  bone  dealers. 
Of  these  premises  the  majority  have  been  established  for  a  considerable 
number  of  years,  six  only  being  required  to  make  application  for  periodic 
renewal  of  their  licence  to  carry  on  an  offensive  trade.  These  applications 
have  been  renewed  for  a  period  of  12  months. 
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8.  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 


54  premises  were  disinfected  after  the  occurrence  of  infectious  disease. 
Seventy  beds,  332  blankets,  152  sheets,  213  pillows,  64  bolsters,  56  other  items 
of  bedding  and  one  uniform  were  disinfected. 

211  library  books  and  articles  for  three  jumble  sales  were  formalin  spray 
treated. 

162  removals  were  carried  out  to  council  houses,  furniture  being  dealt  with 
by  HCN  fumigation  in  the  special  van  and  bedding  and  linen  being  treated 
in  the  steam  disinfector.  356  rooms  were  sprayed  with  DDT  on  account  of 
various  infestations.  511  bed  overlays,  966  blankets,  1,045  sheets,  707  pillows, 
351  bolsters  and  263  other  items  of  bedding,  381  dressing  drums  and  207 
midwives’  packs  were  steam  treated. 

The  service  is  maintained  by  a  staff  of  three,  and  together  with  the 
necessary  motor  transport  acts  as  a  general  transport  pool  for  all  sections  of 
the  Health  Service. 


9.  Factories. 


There  were  81  visits  and  63  re-visits  made  by  the  sanitary  inspectors  to 
factories  during  the  year.  The  following  tables  are  a  summary  of  visits  and 
work  done,  etc.,  under  the  Factories  Act. 


Table  43.  Inspections. 


PREMISES 

No.  on 
the 

Register 

No.  of 
Inspections 

No.  of 
written 
notices 

No.  of 
Prosecutions 

Non-mechanical  factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  enforced 
by  Local  Authority  .  . 

106 

16 

3 

_ 

Mechanical  factories  in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

775 

98 

7 

— 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises)  .  . 

15 

30 

_ 

_ 

Totals 

896 

144 

10 

- — - 
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Table  44.  Defects. 


Particulars  and  Section 

No.  of 
Defects 
Found 

No.  of 
Defects 
Remedied 

No.  referred 

No.  of 
Prosecu¬ 
tions 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

6 

7 

— 

6 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  .  . 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7)  : — 

(a)  insufficient  .  . 

2 

3 

— 

2 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

15 

15 

13 

13 

- — 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

4 

3 

— 

4 

— 

Other  offence  against  the  Act 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  .  . 

27 

28 

— 

25 

— 

10.  Outworkers. 

Under  Section  110  of  the  Factories  Act  1937,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  occupier 
of  any  factory  employing  outworkers  to  submit  a  list  to  the  local  authority 
giving  the  names  and  addresses  of  any  such  workers  employed  in  their  area. 
Ten  workers  were  notified. 

11.  Rodent  Control. 

A  staff  of  one  senior  rodent  operator  and  two  others  were  employed 
full-time  on  pest  extermination  under  the  general  direction  of  the  sanitary 
inspectors. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  attended  No.  9  Workable  Area  Committee 
Meetings  as  representative  of  this  Authority.  These  meetings,  which  are  held 
quarterly,  are  organised  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  to  promote 
co-operation  on  rodent  control  between  adjacent  Authorities  and  the  Ministry. 

During  the  year  one  test  baiting  campaign  was  carried  out  in  the  town’s 
sewers.  The  number  of  manholes  test- baited  was  210.  Two  poison  treat¬ 
ments  were  made,  a  total  of  1,754  manholes  being  poison  baited  in  all.  To 
facilitate  this  work  men  were  loaned  by  the  Borough  Surveyor,  supervision 
being  carried  out  by  the  senior  rodent  operator. 
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No  proceedings  were  instituted  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Act  during  the  year. 

The  work  of  the  staff  is  summarized  in  the  following  table. 


Table  45.  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


Type  of  Property 


Local 

Authority 

0 

Dwelling 

houses 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

All  other 
(including 
Business  and 
Industrial) 

Total 

I.  Total  number  of  properties 

in  Local  Authority’s  Dis¬ 
trict 

120 

34,330 

27 

6,725 

41,202 

II.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 

spected  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  during  1953  as  a 
result  (a)  of  notification  or 
(b)  otherwise 

(a)  35 

320 

8 

134 

497 

(b)  8 

83 

5 

58 

154 

III.  Number  of  properties 
(under  II)  found  to  be  in¬ 
fested  by  rats. 

M  ajor  1 

2 

2 

18 

23 

M  inor  6 

161 

7 

41 

215 

IV.  Number  of  properties 

(under  II)  found  to  be  in- 
seriously  infested  by  mice. 

15 

105 

1 

45 

166 

V.  Number  of  infested  prop¬ 

erties  (under  III  and  IV) 
treated  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority. 

29 

192 

3 

61 

285 

VI.  Number  of  notices  served 

under  Section  4  : — 

(1)  Treatment 

(2)  Structural  Workings 
(i.e.  Proofing) 

_ 

_ . 

_ 

_ 

.. 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

VIII.  Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken 
by  Local  Authority  follow¬ 
ing  issue  of  notice  under 
Section  4. 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

VIII.  Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

IX.  Number  of  “  block  ”  con¬ 
trol  schemes  carried  out.  . .  10 


66 


12.  Stables. 

To  secure  compliance  with  the  by-laws  relating  to  the  removal  of  manure 
and  the  proper  maintenance  of  premises,  27  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 

13.  Shops. 

This  work  is  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  other  duties  concerning  shop 
property.  During  the  year  21  visits  and  five  re-visits  were  made  specifically 
in  connection  with  the  welfare  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act. 


14.  Smoke  Abatement. 

During  the  year  three  applications  were  received  under  Section  102, 
Preston  Corporation  Act,  1947,  for  prior  approval  of  new  steam-raising 
installations. 

117  smoke  observations  were  taken,  103  visits  were  made  to  steam  raising 
installations  and  122  in  relation  to  smoke  nuisances.  Twelve  letters  were  sent 
under  Section  102  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  drawing  attention  to  con¬ 
travention  of  this  section.  It  was  necessary  to  serve  statutory  notices  in  one 
instance.  Smoke  abatement  work  is  summarised  below. 


Complaints  Received. 


Smoke  Nuisances 
Grit  Nuisances  .  . 


Steam  Metallurgical 

Boilers  Furnaces  Others 


10  —  5 

5  3  — 


Observations  Taken. 

Steam 

Boilers 

For  Smoke  . .  98 

For  Grit  . .  . .  11 


Metallurgical 

Brick 

Furnaces 

Kilns 

Others 

— 

1 

6 

1 

— 

_ 

Section  102  Preston  Corporation  Act,  1947. 


Applications  for  Approval. 

Steam  Boilers 
Metallurgical  Furnaces 
Others 


Received 

1 

1 

1 


Approved 

1 

1 

1 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Notices  served 
Statutory  notices 
Interviews  with  Owners,  etc. 

,,  ,,  Managements 

,,  ,,  Engineers  and  Firemen 

„  ,,  Other  Persons 


12 

1 

5 

26 

71 

3 


Repairs,  Alterations  or  Improvements  Effected. 


Boiler  Plant 
Flues 

Mechanical  Stokers 

Fuel 

Fans 


1 

1 

5 

1 

1 


Table  46.  Measurement  of  Deposited  Matter  by  Deposit  Gauge. 


Averag 

'e  figures  per  i 

nonth 

Ashton 

Park 

Chestnuts 

Sanatorium 

P.R.I. 

Rain  in  inches 

2.52 

2.78 

2.54 

Total  dissolved  matter  in  tons  per  square 

mile 

5.06 

4.94 

8.49 

Total  insoluble  matter  in  tons  per  square 
mile 

5.98 

4.19 

13.27 

Soluble  matter  in  CS2  in  tons  per  square 
mile 

0.04 

0.03 

0.16 

Other  combustibles  in  tons  per  square  mile 

2.10 

1.54 

4.65 

Total  solids  in  tons  per  square  mile 

11.04 

9.18 

21.77 
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Table  47.  Measurement  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  by  Lead  Peroxide  Apparatus. 


Area 

exposed 

Average  figures  per  month 
Weight  of  BaS04 

Weight  of 
SOS 

Station 

in 

samples 

in 

controls 

due  to 
exposure 

sq.  cm. 

mg. 

mg. 

mg. 

mg/ 100  sq. 
cm/day 

Ashton  Park 

100 

110*00 

2-17 

108*33 

1-23 

Chestnuts 

Sanatorium 

100 

109-42 

2*17 

107-25 

1-21 

Preston  Royal 
Infirmary 

100 

224-67 

2-17 

222-50 

2-51 

Table  48.  Concentration  of  Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide  by 

the  Volumetric  Method. 

Station — Lancaster  Road. 


Month 

Smoke  (expressed  as 
milligrams  per  100  cubic 
metres) 

Sulphur  Dioxide  (expressed 
as  parts  per  100  million 
parts  of  air) 

Monthly 

Highest  daily 

Monthly 

Highest  daily 

Average 

Average 

Average 

Average 

J  anuary 

36-0 

64-0 

7-9 

17-2 

February 

32-0 

90-0 

9-0 

3P0 

March  . . 

30-0 

89-0 

9-6 

33-1 

April  . . 

22-0 

35-0 

6-1 

13-7 

May 

20-0 

34-0 

4-9 

7-4 

J  une  . . 

19-0 

46-0 

3-9 

8-8 

July  .. 

16-0 

48-0 

3-1 

8-4 

August 

16*0 

25-0 

3-9 

7-5 

September 

19-0 

32-0 

3-6 

7-0 

October 

30-0 

58-0 

7-9 

15-8 

November 

34-0 

64-0 

8-3 

26-4 

December 

31-0 

540 

10-4 

346 
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Atmospheric  Pollution  Survey. 

The  lead  peroxide  apparatus  and  the  deposit  gauges  at  Ashton  Park, 
Preston  Royal  Infirmary  and  Chestnuts  Sanatorium  and  the  volumetric  smoke 
and  sulphur  recording  apparatus  at  Lancaster  Road  operated  without  let  or 
hindrance  during  the  whole  of  the  year  and  the  records  are  summarised  in 
tabular  and  graphic  forms  in  succeeding  pages. 

The  first  of  these  recording  instruments  was  set  up  towards  the  end  of 
1950  and  valuable  information  concerning  the  extent  and  character  of  the 
pollution  is  being  obtained.  Study  of  the  three  accompanying  graphs  reveals 
the  marked  drop  in  both  visible,  as  measured  by  smoke  production,  and 
invisible,  as  measured  in  terms  of  sulphur  compounds,  pollution  during  the 
five  summer  months  when  industry  is  in  full  production  but  heating  applian¬ 
ces  and  domestic  fires  are  not  in  use. 


15.  Public  Conveniences. 

During  the  year  the  work  on  the  new  conveniences  at  Stanley  Street 
commenced  in  1952  was  completed.  Work  was  started  on  another  new 
convenience  combined  with  a  recreation  pavilion  at  Ribbleton  Park. 

There  is  a  staff  of  eight  men  and  five  women  working  under  the  control  of 
the  foreman  in  the  maintenance  of  all  the  public  conveniences  in  the  borough. 


16.  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act. 

In  connection  with  the  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  Part  2,  registrations' 
18  visits  were  paid  to  premises,  mainly  small  mixed  business  shops  seeking 
registration  under  the  Act. 


17.  Hairdressing  Establishments. 

Two  additional  registrations  and  two  changes  of  registration  under 
Section  108,  Preston  Corporation  Act,  1947,  were  approved  during  the  year. 
Five  ceased  to  function  during  the  year. 

In  all,  41  visits  and  four  re-visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the 
supervision  of  hygienic  conditions  in  these  establishments. 


18.  Fertilisers  and  Feedingstuffs  Act,  1926. 

Six  samples  of  fertiliser  and  three  samples  of  feedingstuffs  were  taken 
puring  the  year. 
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There  were  no  requests  from  purchasers  to  have  articles  sampled  and 
analysed  in  accordance  with  Section  3  of  the  Fertilisers  and  Feedingstuffs 
Act,  1926. 


19.  Rag  Flock. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  five  premises  registered  in  accordance 
with  Section  2  of  the  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951. 

Twelve  samples  of  Filling  Materials  were  taken  during  the  year  and  the 
results  are  itemised  in  the  following  table  : 


Class  of  Sample 

Number  of 
Samples  taken 

Satisfactory 

Un¬ 

satisfactory 

Cotton  Felt 

4 

4 

— 

Cotton  Flock 

1 

1 

— 

Cotton  Mill  Puffs 

1 

1 

— 

Kapok 

1 

1 

— 

Kapok  Mixture  . . 

1 

1 

— 

Rag  Flock 

3 

3 

— 

Wool  Flock 

1 

1 

— . 
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Housing. 


(a)  Clearance  and  Repair. 

Although  the  building  of  new  houses  has  of  necessity  been  a  predominant 
factor  since  the  end  of  the  war,  supervision  of  old  property  has  continued 
unabated  and  repairs  and  improvements  effected  in  some  instances  and 
demolition  and  clearance  in  others. 

Table  49  summarises  in  respect  of  clearance  and  demolition  the  work 
done  since  April,  1945. 


Table  49.  Clearance  areas  and  individual  unfit  houses. 


Part  A.  Clearance  areas. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  No.  of  persons 

demolished.  displaced. 

Unfit  houses  Other  houses 


Land  coloured  “  pink  ”  25  —  88 

Land  coloured  44  grey  ”  —  11  40 


Part  B.  Unfit  houses  not  included  in  clearance  areas. 

No.  of  houses  No.  of  persons 


displaced. 

Houses  demolished 

64 

232 

Houses  closed  due  to  undertaking 

13 

40 

Parts  of  buildings  closed 

4 

8 

Closing  Orders  (1949  Act,  Sec.  3.) 

nil 

nil 

Demolition  Orders 

(1949  Act,  Sec.  3.) 

nil 

nil 

Closing  Orders  (1953  Act,  Sec.  10) 

2 

7 
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Five  unfit  and  11  other  houses  shown  under  clearance  areas  above  formed 
a  residue  of  a  pre-war  clearance  area  and  were  demolished  in  the  post  war 
period.  The  remaining  20  houses  constituted  the  small  clearance  area  in 
Mount  Pleasant  West  dealt  with  in  1952. 

During  1953  six  houses  were  rendered  fit  by  the  owner  as  a  result  of 
informal  action  and  eight  houses  made  fit  after  formal  notice  had  been  served 
under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act  1936.  In  one  of  these  the  work  was 
carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority  in  default  of  action  by  the  owner. 

General  repair  of  houses  under  Public  Health  Act  procedure  is  referred 
to  in  the  preceding  chapter  of  this  report. 


(b)  Overcrowding. 

The  task  of  housing  the  houseless  and  those  living  in  unsatisfactory 
conditions  is  still  great  and  in  consequence  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
ascertain  the  full  extent  of  overcrowding  in  the  borough. 

Letters  of  appeal  for  rehousing  on  various  grounds  are  regularly  received 
and  it  is  apparent  from  these  that  there  is  much  less  gross  overcrowding  than 
existed  a  few  years  ago.  The  yardstick  of  overcrowding  used  is  that  laid  down 
for  the  Housing  Act  1936  and  in  nearly  a  third  of  the  cases  no  overcrowding, 
according  to  this  standard  existed.  In  many  others  the  standard  was  ex¬ 
ceeded  by  one  half. 

The  position  is  summarised  in  the  table  below. 


Table  50. 

Number  of  complaints  received  . .  . .  . .  . .  128 

Number  of  complaints  confirmed  and  referred  to  Borough 

Surveyor  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  36 

Number  of  complaints  not  confirmed  .  .  .  .  .  .  49 

Number  of  complaints  previously  reported  .  .  .  .  37 

Number  of  complaints  confirmed  but  no  action  taken  . .  43 

Number  re-housed  by  the  local  authority  .  .  .  .  .  .  34 
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Food  and  Drugs. 


FOOD  HYGIENE. 

Food  preparing  premises  including  those  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  bakehouses,  snack  bars,  cafes  and  restaurants,  fried  fish  shops 
etc.  which  have  been  inspected  reveal  that  general  structural  standards  have 
improved  considerably. 

Proprietors  have  been  found  willing  to  carry  out  structural  works  of 
improvement  particularly  where  impervious  easily  cleaned  surfaces  are 
necessary  to  walls,  floors  and  equipment.  A  co-operative  attitude  was 
experienced  and  guidance  sought  by  proprietors  of  these  establishments.  In 
many  instances,  however,  improvements  proposed  had  to  be  introduced  step 
by  step  due  to  the  high  cost  of  materials  and  equipment. 

With  regard  to  handling  methods,  however,  managements  and  staff  are 
slow  to  observe  many  of  the  smaller  details  concerning  hygiene,  the  items 
which  demand  constant  thought  and  attention.  Grouped  together  these  small 
matters  are  of  major  importance  and  the  education  of  the  food  handler  still 
leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

The  following  tables  give  a  general  picture  of  premises  dealing  with  food 
m  all  its  aspects  and  their  inspection. 


Table  51.  Food  premises  in  the  area. 


Premises  No. 

Premises  registered  under  Sec.  14  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

(a)  Preserved  food  premises,  etc.  .  .  .  .  .  .  46 

(b)  Ice  cream  retailers  and  manufacturers  .  .  .  .  422 

Cafes,  restaurants  and  snack  bars  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  98 

Bakehouses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  230 

Food  hawkers’  storage  premises  (registered  under  Preston  Corpor¬ 
ation  Act,  1947-1952)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  55 

Fish  fryers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  98 

Industrial  canteens  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  48 

Butchers’  shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  140 

Registered  dairies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  34 

Pasteurisers  (2  surrendered  licences  during  year)  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Distributors  registered  for  sale  of  bottled  milk  from  shops  .  .  207 


Total  .  . 


1,382 
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Table  52.  Inspections  of  Registered  Food  premises. 

Premises  No.  oi 

visits 

Dairies,  distributors  of  milk  and  milk  shops  . .  . .  . .  482 

Food  hawkers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  -  37 

Ice  cream  manufacturers  and  retailers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  644 

Preserved  food  premises  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  89 


Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,252 

Table  53.  Inspections  of  other  food  premises. 

Premises  No.  of 

visits 

Snack  bars  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  132 

Cafes  and  restaurants  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  133 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  318 

Fried  fish  and  chip  shops  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  49 

Licensed  premises  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Cooked  meals  premises  (other  than  restaurants)  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Poultry  dressing  stations  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Canning  factories  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Butchers’  shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  62 

Abattoir  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  252 

Wholesale  fish  market  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  174 

Premises  re  suitability  for  opening  as  food  preparation  premises .  .  41 

Private  hotels  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Sweet  manufacturers  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Canteens  , .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Scout  jamboree  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Fairs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

1,206 


Total 
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Table  54.  Repairs  and  improvements  effected  in  Food  Preparing  Premises. 


Improvement 

Number 

Impervious  floor  surfaces  repaired,  renewed  or  improved 

27 

Impervious  wall  surfaces  ,,  ,,  ,, 

26 

Ceiling  surfaces 

21 

Other  floors 

21 

Other  walls 

28 

Windows 

3 

Woodwork  (general) 

5 

Sinks 

19 

W.c.  accommodation 

14 

Hand  washing  facilities 

7 

Lighting  and  ventilation  improved 

36 

Water  supply  ,, 

7 

Disposal  of  fumes  or  steam 

23 

Waste  bins 

20 

Hot  water  supplies 

15 

Working  benches 

12 

Food  displays 

12 

Vegetable  preparation  facilities 

2 

Staff  cloakroom  facilities 

5 

Decorations  renewed 

18 

Drains  tested  repaired  or  renewed 

22 

Bakehouses  cleansed 

17 

Food  preparing  premises  cleansed 

4 

Food  storage  accommodation  repaired 

2 

Impervious  sink  drainers  provided 

7 

Refrigerators  provided 

1 

Sterilising  routines  introduced 

3 

Miscellaneous  works 

2 

Premises  disinfested 

3 

Premises  treated  for  rats  and  rendered  rat  proof 

2 

MILK. 


Examination  of  milk  for  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-seven  samples  of  milk,  including  26  Tuberculin 
Tested,  48  Tuberculin  Tested  (farm  bottled),  1  Pasteurised  and  52  Ungraded 
samples  were  taken  during  the  year  from  supplies  coming  into  the  Borough. 
A  summary  of  these  results  is  given  in  Table  55.  Four  of  these  samples  were 
reported  as  Positive.  As  a  result  of  visits  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
Inspectors  to  these  producers,  three  cows  were  removed  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order  1938,  and  slaughtered.  All  herds  subjected  to  these  investigations  are 
certified  clear  of  tubercle  infected  milk  before  the  investigation  is  closed.  No 
action  was  necessary  under  Article  20(1)  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 
1949. 
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Table  55.  Milk  samples  taken  for  Biological  Examination. 


Class  ol  milk  sample 

No.  of  Samples 
taken 

lubercule  Bacilli 

Absent 

Present 

Ungraded 

52 

48 

4 

Tuberculin  Tested 

26 

26 

•  • 

TT  Farm  bottled 

48 

48 

•  ♦ 

Pasteurised 

1 

1 

•  • 

Totals  .  . 

127 

123 

4 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

Table  56  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion.  In  the  case  of  unsatisfactory  samples  from  producer/re taiiers  or  from 
known  farm  supplies,  the  information  is  passed  to  the  Chief  Milk  Production 
Officer,  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  for  his  investigation. 


Table  56.  Milk  samples  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination. 


Class  of  Milk  Sample 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

Coliform 
in  0.01  I 

Bacilli 

Vlillilitre 

Methyle 

T< 

ne  Blue 

3St 

Absent 

Present 

Passed 

Failed 

Ungraded 

54 

42 

12 

43 

11 

Tuberculin  tested 

27 

23 

4 

25 

2 

T.T.  Farm  bottled 

50 

38 

12 

42 

8 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

6 

6 

5 

1 

Pasteurised 

63 

58 

5 

63 

Totals 

200 

167 

33 

178 

22 

Chemical  Examination. 

A  total  of  418  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst. 
These  are  summarised  in  Table  57.  Thirty-six  samples  of  milk  from  schools 
and  school  canteens  were  taken  during  the  year  and  were  all  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 
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Table  57.  Milk  samples  taken  for  Chemical  Examination. 


Class  ol  Milk 

Sample 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

Informal 

Formal 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Ungraded 

164 

44 

7 

100 

13 

Tuberculin  tested  . . 

65 

18 

7 

38 

2 

T.T.  Pasteurised  . . 

25 

18 

•  • 

7 

•  • 

T.T.  (Channel  Island) 

15 

11 

•  • 

3 

1 

Pasteurised . . 

122 

110 

12 

•  • 

Sterilised 

27 

26 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

Totals  . . 

418 

227 

14 

161 

16 

All  unsatisfactory  samples  were  followed  up  and  in  two  instances  ‘  Appeal- 
to-cow  ’  samples  were  taken.  Eight  of  the  informal  samples  and  four  of  the 
formal  samples  contained  traces  of  water.  The  remainder  were  all  small  fat 
deficiencies.  Warning  letters  regarding  these  deficiences  were  sent  to  eleven 
producers  and  three  dairymen.  The  one  unsatisfactory  tuberculin  tested 
(channel  islands)  milk  fell  below  the  standard  laid  down  in  the  Milk  (Control  of 
Maximum  Prices)  (Great  Britain)  Order  and  the  Ministry  of  Food  were  notified. 
Follow  up  samples  were  satisfactory. 


Examination  of  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk. 

Table  58.  Milk  samples  taken  for  Phosphatase,  Methylene  Blue  and  Turbidity 

Tests. 


Class  of 

Milk  Sample 

Number 
of  Samples 
taken 

Phosp 

natase 

Methyle 

ne  Blue 

Turt 

)idity 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

119 

119 

,  . 

87 

•  , 

#  # 

•  • 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

22 

22 

•  • 

16 

•  • 

•  • 

Sterilised 

27 

•  • 

•  * 

•  • 

27 

Totals 

168 

141 

•  • 

103 

•  • 

27 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  no  unsatisfactory  samples  were  discovered. 
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Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  34  premises  registered  as  dairies.  This 
includes  two  holding  pasteurisers  licences.  207  Distributors  are  registered 
for  the  sale  of  bottled  milk  at  shops  (an  increase  of  21  over  last  year).  There 
was  also  on  the  register  21  distributors  operating  from  registered  premises 
outside  the  Borough.  Approximately  23  dairy  farmers  are  known  to  be  retail¬ 
ing  milk  within  the  Borough.  These  persons  are  registered  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture. 

The  structural  standard  and  cleanliness  of  registered  dairy  premises 
remained  good  during  the  year,  and  the  standard  of  cleanliness  of  bottles 
and  equipment  is  satisfactory.  Two  small  “  Holder”  type  pasteurising  plants 
closed  down  during  the  year  ;  the  remaining  two  plants  are  of  the  ‘  High 
Temperature  Short  Time  ’  type. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  (farm  bottled)  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  and  in  almost  every  case 
the  arrangement  is  for  the  distributor  to  provide  bottles  and  overseal  caps. 
The  bottles  are  washed  by  the  distributors  and  then  transported  to  the  farm, 
in  some  instances  travelling  up  to  50  miles  by  road.  Checks  carried  out  have 
also  shown  that  bottles  are  often  not  used  until  three  days  after  washing  by 
the  distributor.  This  procedure  does  cause  contamination  of  bottles,  par¬ 
ticularly  whilst  in  transit  to  the  farms  on  open  wagons.  As  a  consequence  in 
many  instances,  milk  producers  are  not  complying  with  Article  26  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 


Miscellaneous  Foods. 

289  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  170 
samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  These  are  summarised  in  the 
three  subsequent  tables. 
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Table  59. 

Miscellaneous  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination. 


Class  ol  Sample 

Number  of  Samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Milk  Bottle  Rinses 

65 

51 

14 

Water 

5 

4 

1 

Well  Water  . 

2 

2 

Swimming  Bath  Water 

9 

9 

Milk  Bottle  Rinse  Tank 

1 

1 

Cockles  .  . 

2 

2 

•  • 

Tinned  Meat 

3 

3 

Boiled  Ham 

1 

•  • 

1 

Meat  Tin .  . 

1 

1 

•  • 

Milk 

2 

2 

•  • 

Sampling  in  connection  with 
Food  Hygiene  and  Food 
Poisoning  Outbreaks 

130 

116 

14 

Totals 

221 

191 

30 

Ice-Cream. 

The  condition  of  premises  and  equipment  remains  good  and  a  satisfactory 
standard  of  cleanliness  was  maintained.  Ninety-one  per  cent  of  bacteriological 
samples  taken  during  the  year  fell  into  Grade  1  of  the  Methylene  Blue  test 
while  over  83%  passed  the  B.  Coli  and  Faecal  Coli  tests. 

An  increasing  number  of  ice-cream  retailers  are  dealing  in  pre-wrapped 
ice-cream. 

Two  of  the  unsatisfactory  formal  samples  of  ice-cream  taken  for  chemical 
examination  were  from  the  same  producer  and  proceedings  were  instituted 
under  the  Food  Standards  (Ice-cream)  Order  1953.  A  fine  of  £20  was  imposed. 


Table  60. 

Ice-cream  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination. 


Number 

Satisfy 

ictory 

Unsatisf 

actory 

Methylene 

Blue 

Faecal  or 

B.  Coli. 

Methylene 

Blue 

Faecal  or 

B.  Coli. 

68 

62 

57 

6 

11 
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Table  61. 

Miscellaneous  samples  taken  for  chemical  examination. 


Class  of  Sample 

No.  of 
Samples 
taken 

Informal 

Formal 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Foodstuffs 

76 

74 

2 

•  • 

Ice-Cream 

18 

10 

3 

2 

3 

Seasonings,  sauces 

10 

10 

•  • 

Beverages 

3 

2 

1 

Preserves 

5 

4 

1 

Ice-lollie  compound 

1 

•  • 

1 

Wines  and  Spirits 

5 

4 

1 

Medicines 

8 

8 

•  • 

Tinned  Milk 

6 

6 

Sausages 

8 

8 

Tea 

5 

5 

Coffee 

2 

2 

Cream 

7 

7 

Sweets,  etc. 

9 

9 

Cockles  . . 

2 

2 

Town’s  water 

2 

2 

Pork— Tinned  . . 

2 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

Pieces  of  Meat  Pie 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

Totals  .  . 

170 

155 

10 

2 

3 

Four  of  the  informal  samples  were  contraventions  of  the  Labelling  of 
Food  Order  and  in  each  instance  Packers  were  approached  and  labels  amended 
accordingly.  The  pieces  of  meat  pie  were  alleged  to  contain  human  hairs  but 
on  examination  small  jute  fibres  probably  derived  from  sacking  previously 
containing  meat  or  flour  were  found. 

Bakehouses. 

The  main  improvement  in  the  baking  trade  has  been  the  acceptance  of 
the  principles  of  food  hygiene  by  proprietors  and  staffs  as  compared  with  the 
opposition  experienced  in  the  past.  It  would  appear  that  with  the  passage 
of  time  and  with  repeated  visits  to  bakehouses  the  basic  principles  of  food 
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hygiene  are  gradually  being  put  into  practice  and  improved  efficiency  in  the 
running  of  bakehouses  is  materialising. 

In  several  cases  shops  have  ceased  baking  and  gone  over  to  retail  sale  only 
of  confectionery  supplied  by  larger  establishments.  This  has  been  due  to  the 
fact  that  proprietors  have  not  considered  it  worthwhile  to  carry  out  major 
alterations  to  their  premises  at  considerable  expense. 

The  response  of  employers  and  staffs  in  the  baking  trade  to  the  food 
hygiene  classes  has  been  very  poor.  It  is  felt  that  technical  courses  for  students 
in  the  baking  and  catering  trades  should  include  lectures  on  the  causes  and 
methods  of  prevention  of  food  poisoning. 

Snack  Bars  and  Cafes. 

The  rapid  post  war  increase  in  the  number  of  snack  bars  in  the  town  has 
at  last  come  to  a  halt,  and  in  a  number  of  cases  existing  snack  bars  and  small 
cafes  have  closed  down.  This  has  meant  that  the  competition  for  trade  is  now 
more  apparent  and  has  been  beneficial  in  bringing  about  considerable  im¬ 
provement  in  the  service  bar  and  facilities  for  the  customer.  Requirements  in 
the  preparation  room  have  not  been  allowed  to  suffer  because  of  this  and  a 
balance  between  the  two  has  usually  been  maintained. 

Cooked  Meat  Shops. 

In  visits  to  these  premises  and  talks  to  the  staff  employed  particular 
emphasis  has  been  laid  on  the  susceptibility  of  the  products  to  bacterial 
multiplication  in  the  event  of  an  initial  food  poisoning  colony  being  introduced. 
Consequently  appeals  for  extra  care  and  attention  in  the  cleanliness  of  the 
handling  have  been  made.  Some  improvements  have  been  effected  both  as 
regards  structures  and  handling  but  many  others  are  still  desirable. 

Retail  Food  Shops. 

There  has  been  a  steady  improvement  in  the  protection  of  certain  un¬ 
wrapped  foodstuffs  mainly  by  the  provision  of  counter  display  cases  and  many 
more  occupiers  are  making  an  effort  to  comply  with  the  Food  Handling  Bye¬ 
laws. 

Education  in  Food  Hygiene 

Two  publicity  displays  on  food  hygiene  were  arranged.  Meetings  were 
held  with  the  Women's  organisations  to  discuss  a  publicity  campaign.  With 
the  co-operation  of  these  organisations  an  4  Any  Questions  '  evening  was  held 
in  the  local  gas  showrooms  demonstration  theatre  where  a  panel  representing 
the  public  health  service,  the  food  trade  and  the  public  answered  questions  on 
food  hygiene. 

A  series  of  lectures  for  food  handlers  were  arranged  in  conjunction  with 
St.  John's  Ambulance  Association.  This,  the  second  venture,  again  proved 
disappointing.  After  wide  publicity  the  average  attendance  was  less  than  20, 
and  the  number  of  persons  finally  taking  the  examination  was  12,  nine  of  these 
being  successful. 
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Wholesale  Fish  Market. 


Daily  visits  are  made  by  the  food  inspectors,  usually  in  the  early  morning 
when  sales  are  taking  place.  The  table  below  gives  the  amounts  of  fish, 
rabbits  and  poultry  which  arrived  during  the  year  and  the  amount  surrendered 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Dry  Fish 
Shell  Fish 
Wet  Fish 

Rabbits,  Poultry,  etc. 
Amount  rejected 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs- 

Lbs. 

193 

14 

34 

8 

3 

954 

13 

2 

14 

27 

9 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

4 

0 

0* 

Retail  Markets. 

Systematic  inspection  of  the  retail  market  has  continued  throughout  the 
year.  Facilities  are  still  inadequate  but  this  will  continue  so  long  as  it  is  an 
open  market  where  certain  types  of  foodstuffs  are  sold  from  open  stalls. 

Condemnation  of  Food. 

During  the  year  such  was  the  standard  of  conduct  of  retailers  and  whole¬ 
salers  that  there  was  no  occasion  when  food  had  to  be  seized.  All  condemned 
food  was  surrendered  voluntarily  and  in  all  the  cases  where  this  occurred  the 
shopkeeper  had  called  in  the  department. 

Table  62.  Food  Surrendered. 

lbs.  ozs. 

7 

15* 


6 

8 

8 

10 

8 

7 

13* 

13 


12 


56,241  12 

Also  1,152  eggs.  - 


Canned  Goods  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  25,809 

Bacon  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  63 

Bacon  Bones .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  224 

Caviar  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Cereals  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  1 

Chocolates  and  Sweets  .  .  . .  . .  4 

Dairy  Produce  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  301 

Confectionery .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  64 

Dried  Fruits  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  68 

Fish .  1,748 

Fowl  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  38 

Frozen  Egg  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  71 

Fruit  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  893 

J  ams  and  Preserves  . .  .  .  . .  . .  53 

Meat  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  145 

Offal .  23,640 

Pickles  and  Spices  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  6 

Prepared  Foods  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,308 

Pressed  Meat  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Rabbits,  Poultry,  etc.  . .  .  .  .  .  300 

Vegetables  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,486 


83 


In  addition  to  the  above,  163  tons  16  cwts.  3  qtrs.  of  bananas  were  sur¬ 
rendered  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
(See  Port  Health  Section.) 

All  unsound  food  is  disposed  of  at  the -waste  utilization  plant  owned  by  the 
Corporation.  The  only  exceptions  to  this  are  small  consignments  permitted 
to  be  used  at  known  premises  for  animal  feeding. 

96  doz.  Irish  eggs  were  examined  and  found  to  be  unsound.  These  were 
the  bulk  of  the  stock  held  at  a  retail  premises  in  the  Borough.  The  Ministry  of 
Food  was  notified. 

Agriculture  Act,  1937  (Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949) 

Visits  are  made  by  the  Veterinary  Officer  to  herds  in  the  Borough.  On 
instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  certain  herds 
where  milk  is  pasteurised  before  sale  have  had  their  inspections  temporarily 
cancelled. 

Table  63. 


Number  of  herds  in  the  Borough  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Number  of  visits  made  by  the  Veterinary  Officer  .  .  .  .  4 

Number  of  cattle  examined  by  the  Veterinary  Officer  .  .  112 

Number  of  cattle  isolated  for  various  reasons  and  milk  detained  — 
Number  of  cattle  removed  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  .  .  1 

Number  of  milk  samples  examined  for  Tuberculosis  and 

other  reasons  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 


One  owner  whose  cow  was  removed  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  was 
fined  £10  for  failing  to  notify,  and  failing  to  isolate  the  animal. 

There  are  13  farms  producing  milk  in  the  Borough.  Three  farms  are 
Attested  and  three  are  Accredited.  As  no  new  “  Accredited  ”  licences  are 
being  issued  all  owners  will  have  to  be  Attested  or  Tuberculin  Tested  or 
remain  undesignated  under  the  regulations. 


MEAT. 


The  veterinary  officer  and  meat  inspector  made  visits  as  under  : 


Table  64. 

Veterinary 

Meat 

Officer 

Inspector 

Visits  to  public  slaughterhouses 

385 

256 

Visits  to  butchers’  shops 

7 

6 

Visits  to  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milkshops  . . 
Visits  to  shops,  stores,  etc.  to  inspect  meat 

•  • 

1 

brought  into  the  borough 

28 

•  • 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

The  total  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  on  the  register  was  87,  about 
12  being  regularly  employed  kat  the  abattoir.  No  action  has  been  necessary 
under  the  Act. 
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Public  Abattoir. 

Slaughter  of  animals  for  the  Preston  borough  and  surrounding  area  is 
concentrated  at  the  public  abattoir. 


Table  65. 


Number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected  : — 


Year 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

1953 

8048 

32422 

7825 

249 

1952 

8288 

30583 

5331 

296 

1951 

11044 

28839 

3485 

305 

Casualties  (included  in 
Year 

above  figures) 
Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

1953 

254 

276 

848 

240 

1952 

303 

237 

1426 

281 

1951 

396 

203 

727 

229 

Table  66.  Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

4370 

3678 

249 

32422 

7825 

Number  inspected 

4370 

3679 

249 

32423 

7839 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

11 

99 

224* 

190 

150 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  .  . 

1144 

1885 

4 

3825 

844 

f  Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis,  or  with 
injury 

26-43 

53-93 

9116 

12-38 

12-68 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

32 

119 

1 

72 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  .  . 

620 

1510 

,  • 

•  • 

429 

fPercentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

14-92 

44-28 

0.4 

6-39 

f  Estimated  figures.  *  Mainly  rejects. 
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The  number  of  cattle,  calves  and  sheep  killed  during  the  year  was  very 
similar  to  that  of  the  previous  year  but  an  increase  of  approximately  50% 
occurred  in  the  case  of  pigs. 

The  percentage  of  animals  affected  with  disease  continues  to  decrease  in 
a  gratifying  manner  but  as  all  animals  are  routinely  inspected  this  makes 
practically  no  difference  in  the  amount  of  work  involved. 

The  disease  and  injury  situation  in  general  remains  much  the  same  apart 
from  the  decrease  mentioned  and  there  is  no  particular  point  for  comment. 

Meat  Marking. 

All  cattle,  pigs  and  calves,  including  casualty  animals,  are  stamped  after 
examination  as  fit  for  human  consumption  and  any  meat  condemned  is 
marked  accordingly  so  as  to  avoid  any  chance  of  mistake.  Meat  deferred  for 
further  examination  is  detained  by  a  notice  attached  to  the  carcase  pending  a 
decision. 

Fresh  Meat  coming  into  the  Borough  from  other  Areas. 

Occasional  supplies  of  fresh  meat  slaughtered  and  inspected  elsewhere 
arrive  in  the  borough.  This  meat  is  presumed  to  have  been  examined  by  a 
competent  meat  inspector,  but  further  examination  is  carried  out  by  officers  of 
this  department  as  far  as  circumstances  permit. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations. 

No  formal  action  has  been  taken  under  these  regulations.  Under  bulk 
handling  ideal  standards  for  the  handling  of  meat  seem  unattainable  but  a 
reasonable  degree  of  cleanliness  has  been  maintained. 

Meat  inspected  other  than  at  Abattoir. 

Regular  visits  are  made  to  distribution  centres  and  depots  to  supervise 
imported  meat  coming  into  the  borough.  This  is  wrapped  and  has  been  in¬ 
spected  and  passed  in  the  country  of  origin.  Usually  no  further  examination 
is  required,  the  only  complaints  arising  being  through  conditions  developing 
during  transit  and  storage. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  imported  and  fresh  meat  con¬ 
demned  during  the  year  : 


Table  67. 


Imported  Beef 

Imported  Pork 

Imported  Mutton  .  . 

Home  Killed  Beef 

.  .  . 

787  lbs. 
51  lbs. 
205  lbs. 
1340  lbs. 

Home  Killed  Lamb 

. 

9  lbs. 

Home  Killed  Pork 

.  .  . 

160  lbs. 

2552  lbs. 
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Horse  Meat. 

No  horse  has  been  killed  in  the  borough  for  meat  during  the  year,  although 
one  slaughterhouse  is  licensed.  One  shop  sells  horse  meat  killed  and  inspected 
outside  the  borough. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 


Anthrax  Order,  1938. 

No  confirmed  case  occurred  in  the  borough  during  the  year.  Any  suspicious 
symptoms  are  investigated  by  means  of  a  blood  smear,  which  is  microscopically 
examined. 

The  number  of  outbreaks  in  the  country  dropped  to  half  of  the  previous 
year’s  very  high  figure,  but  it  is  still  a  big  potential  danger  to  public  health. 
The  majority  of  cases  are  believed  to  originate  from  material  imported  from 
abroad  and  strict  precautions  must  be  taken  during  outbreaks. 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Order,  1938. 

The  number  of  outbreaks  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  occurring  in  the 
country  varies  widely  from  year  to  year.  As  only  40  outbreaks  occurred  in 
1953  it  was  below  the  figures  for  previous  year.  Only  the  most  stringent 
precautions  prevent  this  disease  being  endemic  in  this  country,  the  cost  of 
which  if  it  occurred  would  be  beyond  calculation.  Stock  owners  generally 
appreciate  the  seriousness  of  the  situation  and  the  necessity  for  strict  regula¬ 
tions. 

Boiling  of  Animal  Foodstuffs  Order,  1947. 

Many  outbreaks  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  are  traceable  to  uncooked 
swill,  so  that  this  Order  is  very  necessary.  Other  diseases  may  also  be  spread 
from  this  source,  and  so  the  importance  of  this  Order  is  obvious.  Periodical 
visits  are  made  to  premises  in  the  borough  but  no  cause  was  found  for  com¬ 
plaint. 

Sheep  Scab  Order,  1938. 

As  nearly  two  years  have  gone  by  since  a  confirmed  outbreak  of  this 
disease  occurred  in  the  country  it  is  hoped  that  it  is  now  eradicated  and  one 
more  affliction  of  animals  can  be  written  off.  Its  counterpart  in  horses, 
parasitic  mange,  was  eradicated  in  1948. 

Pending  any  modification  of  existing  Orders,  sheep  dipping  in  the  borough 
was  carried  out  as  required  by  the  regulation,  under  supervision. 

Swine  Fever  Order,  1938. 

This  disease  continues  to  be  very  troublesome  and  difficult  to  control. 
One  small  outbreak  occurred  in  the  borough  but  the  owner  slaughtered  the 
remaining  pigs  on  his  premises  and  the  disease  was  stopped  without  further 
difficulty.  Other  suspected  cases  in  the  borough  were  not  confirmed.  In 
the  country  generally  it  was  the  worst  year  for  some  time,  2,713  outbreaks 
being  recorded. 
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Pigs  were  slaughtered  at  the  abattoir  after  being  licensed  from  suspected 
outbreaks  in  the  vicinity. 

Movement  of  Swine  Order,  1950. 

In  view  of  the  continuing  number  of  outbreaks  this  Order  is  most  neces¬ 
sary  and  must  remain  in  force.  After  having  been  mixed  with  other  pigs,  pigs 
must  on  moving  to  other  premises  be  detained  there  28  days.  This  delays  the 
spread  of  disease  in  case  of  contracting  it  from  other  pigs.  No  formal  action 
was  necessary  during  the  year  under  this  Order.  All  markets  are  held  under 
licence  from  the  local  authority.  During  the  year  39,729  store  pigs  passed 
through  the  market  and  4,184  licenses  were  issued  for  their  removal. 

Warble  Fly  Order,  1948. 

This  pest  causes  considerable  damage  to  cattle  hides  and  it  is  likely  that 
strict  compliance  with  the  terms  of  this  Order  will  largely  reduce  the  loss. 
It  has  recently  been  estimated  that  the  financial  damage  to  hides  had  decreased. 
No  case  of  neglect  was  visible  but  it  is  very  difficult  to  ensure  that  the  terms  of 
the  Order  are  strictly  carried  out  to  the  letter.  The  general  situation,  however, 
indicates  that  it  is  being  largely  complied  with. 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

Twelve  cattle  were  sent  to  the  abattoir  under  the  above  Order,  nine  of 
which  were  totally  condemned  as  unfit  for  food.  One  case  occurred  in  the 
borough,  the  owner  being  fined  £10  for  failure  to  notify  and  isolate  it.  Several 
suspicious  cases  were  removed  from  the  market,  the  cows  being  destroyed. 
One  owner  was  fined  £15  for  failure  to  notify  and  isolate  the  animal. 

The  general  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  the  country  is  steadily  decreasing. 
Nearly  half  the  total  cattle  population  are  now  in  herds  officially  certified  free 
from  tuberculosis  and  the  register  of  attested  herds  is  increasing  by  about 
1,000  per  month.  This  progress  is  likely  to  continue  and  a  considerably 
improved  state  is  expected  over  the  next  few  years.  Eradication  must  be  a 
gradual  process  and  is  a  major  undertaking— in  several  areas  testing  is  now 
compulsory  and  reactors  must  be  removed.  These  areas  will  gradually 
enlarge  and  increase  in  numbers  until  the  whole  country  is  included. 

Market  Sales  and  Lairs  Order,  1925. 

The  market  is  required  to  be  cleansed  after  each  sale  of  animals  under  this 
Order  and  otherwise  as  required  by  the  local  authority.  Special  disinfection 
was  carried  out  on  several  occassions  when  suspected  disease  had  passed 
through  the  market. 

Transit  of  Animals  Orders,  1927-47. 

One  hundred  and  forty-two  calves  and  one  pig  were  detained  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  as  unfit  to  travel  and  were  slaughtered  at  the  abattoir. 

No  offence  was  detected  against  the  above  Orders. 
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Number  of  vehicles  cleansed  and  disinfected  .  .  3398 

Number  of  vehicles  inspected  (without  warning)  54 

Verbal  notices  are  frequently  given  to  lorry  drivers  to  ensure  that  they 
fulfil  their  obligations  under  this  Order. 

Animals  (landing  from  Ireland,  Channel  Islands  and  Isle  of  Man)  Order,  1938. 

1,254  Irish  cattle  passed  through  the  market  during  the  year  and  129 
licences  were  issued  for  their  removal.  These  figures  show  a  slight  decrease 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 

1,216  store  cattle  arrived  at  Preston  Dock,  most  of  which  were  licensed 
direct  to  farms. 

Fowl  Pest  Orders,  1936-53. 

No  outbreak  of  this  disease  occurred  within  the  borough.  Poultry  sale 
continued  throughout  the  year.  Six  cases  of  infringement  of  the  Live  Poultry 
(Restrictions)  Orders  occurred.  Two  prosecutions  resulted  in  fines  of  -flO 
and  £3.  Other  cases  have  been  cautioned  or  were  being  dealt  with  at  the 
year  end. 

Poultry  (Exposure  for  Sale)  Order,  1937. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  the  above  Order. 

Transit  of  Horses  Order,  1951. 

No  act  on  has  been  necessary  under  the  above  Order. 

Protection  of  Animals  Acts,  1911  and  1912. 

No  prosecution  under  this  Act  took  place  in  the  borough  during  the  year. 
Several  cautions  were  given  by  the  R.S.P.C.A.  Inspector  Lt.  Col.  Coventry 
whose  work  in  this  connection  has  improved  the  handling  of  animals  and  their 
general  welfare. 


Markets  held.  i 

Number  of  Number  of 

Sales  Visits 

Dairy  Cattle 

52 

53 

Attested  Cattle 

40 

40 

Store  Cattle  and  Sheep 

49 

55 

Pig  Sales 

Collecting  Centres,  Cattle,  Sheep  and 

56 
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Pigs 

55 

55 

Poultry  Sales 

26 

26 

Horse  Sales 

10 

10 

Number  of  Animals  passing  through  the  Market. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
market  as  compared  with  previous  years. 

animals 

passing  through  the 
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Table  68. 


1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

Attested  Cattle 

1,866 

1,376 

Dairy  Cattle 

7,251 

9,417 

9361 

14,075 

Store  Cattle 

10,292 

10  646 

10,657 

10,625 

Calving  Cows 

2,543 

2,744 

3,286 

4,378 

Store  Bulls 

200 

283 

218 

447 

Fat  Cattle 

7,976 

6,435 

8,249 

6,364 

Fat  Sheep 

21,208 

19,194 

18,579 

19,120 

Store  Sheep 

1,167 

342 

482 

1,347 

Fat  Calves 

12,332 

14,079 

13,826 

15,548 

Rearing  Calves 

2,136 

1,585 

1,629 

2,261 

Fat  Pigs 

24,052 

25,505 

17,900 

15,296 

Store  Pigs 

39,729 

31,396 

36,911 

36,605 

Horses 

393 

400 

540 

754 

Poultry 

31,900 

19,447 

•  • 

103,240 

There  is  not  a  big  difference  in  the  number  of  animals  passing  through 
the  market,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  apart  from  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  attested  cattle  and  store  pigs. 


Corporation  Owned  Horses. 

At  the  end  of  1953  the  Corporation  owned  five  horses,  three  at  the 
Cleansing  Department,  one  at  the  Cemetery  and  one  at  Haslam  Park. 

One  horse  was  bought  for  the  Cleansing  Department  early  on  during  the 
year,  which,  after  a  slight  initial  difficulty  mainly  due  to  the  horse's  youth,  has 
given  satisfactory  service.  This  horse,  being  unused  to  being  shod  and  the 
hard  roads  in  town,  was  tender  on  its  feet  for  a  short  period  and  had  to  be 
rested  occasionally  with  the  loss  of  a  few  days  work.  This  condition  has  now 
cleared  up. 

The  horse  at  the  Cemetery  began  to  be  troublesome  during  the  year,  and 
in  view  of  its  place  of  work  it  was  considered  advisable  to  have  it  replaced 
The  new  horse  has  given  satisfaction. 

Cleansing  Haslam  Cemetery 
Dept.  Park 

40  13 


Number  of  visits  to  horses 
Number  of  days  work  lost 


22 


8 


12 
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Port  Health  Administration. 


Port  Health  District. 

The  Port  Health  District  of  Preston  extends  from  Formby  Point  on  the 
south  to  a  point  about  2,350  yards  south  of  the  Victoria  Pier,  South  Shore, 
Blackpool,  on  the  north.  The  dock,  which  is  3,200  feet  long  by  600  feet  wide 
covers  40  acres  and  is  approached  by  the  entrance  basin,  850  feet  long  by  300 
feet  wide,  an  area  of  4|  acres. 

The  communicating  locks  are  550  feet  long  and  66  feet  wide,  with  a  depth 
of  29  feet  6  inches  at  high  water  ordinary  spring  tide.  The  dock  is  situated  in 
the  borough,  and  is  about  16  miles  up  the  River  Ribble  from  deep  water  at  the 
bar. 


The  quays  are  1J  miles  long.  The^e  are  170  acres  of  storage  ground  and 
37,489  superficial  yards  of  covered  floor  space. 

The  dock  is  equipped  with  hydraulic  and  steam  cranes  and  has  ample 
railway  facilities. 

The  cattle  lairage  accommodates  800  cattle  and  1,600  sheep  or  pigs. 

A  new  trade  has  developed  during  the  year.  This  consists  of  a  fortnightly 
boat  from  the  West  Indies  with  banana  cargoes. 


1.  Staff. 


Table  A.  Changes  in  Staff. 


Name  of  Officer 

Nature  of 
Appointment 

Date  of 
Appoint¬ 
ment 

Qualifications 

Any  other 
appointment 
held 

C.  Boulton 

Deputy  to  Port 
Sanitary 
Inspector 

14/3/49 

(Resigned) 

13/2/53 

Cert.R.S.I. 

District  Sanitary 
Inspector 

A.  T.  Singleton 

Deputy  to  Port 
Sanitary 
Inspector 

2/4/53 

Cert.R.S.I. 

District  Sanitary 
Inspector 

91 


2.  Amount  of  shipping  entering  the  district  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  under  review  2,097  ships  of  which  230  were  foreign 
entered  the  port.  Details  are  shown  on  Table  B  below. 


Table  B. 


Number  inspected 

Number  of  ships 

reported  as  having 

By  the 

By  the 

or  having  had 

Ships  from 

Number 

Tonnage 

Medical 

Sanitary 

during  the  voyage 

* 

Officer  of 

Inspector 

infectious  disease 

Health 

on  board 

Foreign  Ports .  . 

230 

157,879 

24 

190 

1 

Coastwise 

1,867 

1,018,780 

3 

828 

Nil 

Total 

2,097 

1,176,659 

27 

1,018 

1 

urrTxyyr?' -j> "w. -T Sr.-- • 'T  imrrn 

3.  Character  of  Shipping  and  Trade  during 

Table 

year. 

C. 

Passenger  Traffic. 

Alien 

Other 

Number  of  passengers  inwards  .  . 

.  . 

5 

1021 

Number  of  passengers  outwards 

.  • 

Nil 

952 

*  Included  in  these  figures  are  932  inwards  and  923  outwards,  Larne-Preston 
Ferry  Service. 

Principal  Imports  : 

Cement,  cattle,  coal,  cork,  iron,  steel,  motor  spirit,  potatoes,  potash, 
phosphates,  pit  props,  timber,  stone  chippings,  wood  pulp,  esparto  grass, 
grain,  oil  seeds,  china  clay,  vehicles  and  general  cargoes,  bananas,  onions, 
citrus  fruits. 

Principal  Exports  : 

Coal,  coke,  pitch,  tar,  machinery,  vehicles,  petrol,  bitumen,  oils,  scrap 
iron  and  bricks. 

...  Mu  i  i  n  i  i  min  ii  i  in  i '  n  1 1  i  i  mnn  i  ii  m  mi  i  min  iiin  i  mil  r  ini  mu  m  11  in  !■  1 1  n  i  mu  *  n  111  hiiii  *■  iiiiiiirnirMiiii  if  nrnnmTmur  n  nrir  ti' iTiri~innmrri  ri  n  n  an  iimTTiTimr-  run  rmrnii'in  ■■iBWiiiT/i  mi  «h  mini  hi 

Principal  Ports  from  which  Ships  arrive  : 

Arzew,  Arendal,  Antwerp,  Bremen,  Bergen,  Bordeaux,  Cuxhaven, 
Copenhagen,  Drammen,  Friedrichstadt,  Ferusund,  Fredrikshamn,  Goth¬ 
enburg,  Gefle,  Gdynie,  Halmsted,  Hamburg,  Helsingborg,  Helsingfors, 
Kemi,  Karlstad,  Kotka,  Karlsham,  Kalmar,  Leningrad,  Le  Palisse, 
Larvik,  Littletown,  Lulee,  Lovisse,  Marseilles,  Norrkoping,  Galo,  Oran, 
Paris,  Raumo,  Rostock,  Sundsvall,  Sfex,  Skellefton,  Stockholm,  Trond¬ 
heim,  Valvick,  Vestervik,  Warnemunde  and  West  Indies  Ports  (St. 
Georges,  Vieux  Fort,  Coatries,  Portsmouth,  Reneau). 
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4.  Inland  Barge  Traffic. 

There  is  no  inland  barge  traffic  from  the  Port  of  Preston. 


5.  Water  Supply. 

(1)  The  district  derives  its  water  from  the  town  supply  which  has  an 
upland  surface  water  of  good  quality,  well  suited  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purposes. 

(2)  Shipping  is  supplied  from  the  above  source. 

(3)  Hydrants  are  situated  at  numerous  points  on  the  quay  side.  Stand 
pipes  and  hose  pipes  are  stored  in  suitable  accommodation  to  avoid  contami¬ 
nation  when  they  are  not  in  use. 

(4)  Water  boats  are  not  used  in  the  Port. 


6.  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1952. 

(1)  List  of  Infected  Areas. 

The  list  is  typed  out  monthly  and  copies  given  to  the  Customs  and  the 
Harbour  Master  in  addition  to  copies  kept  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  the  Port  Medical  Officer.  Any  alterations  made  during  the  month  are 
corrected  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector  who  personally  visits  the  above- 
named  departments  to  tell  them  of  these  changes. 

(2)  Radio  Messages. 

(a)  The  Port  is  not  equipped  for  radio  transmitting. 

( b )  The  Port  is  not  equipped  for  radio  receiving  reception. 

(3)  Notifications  otherwise  than  by  Radio. 

The  Corporation  maintain  a  barge  moored  at  Lytham  which  is  in  tele¬ 
phonic  communication  with  the  offices.  Ships  wishing  to  enter  the  Port 
signal  this  barge  of  their  intentions  and  of  any  unt sward  circumstances  on 
board.  These  messages  are  passed  on  to  the  Harbour  Master  who  in  turn 
communicates  with  the  Port  Medical  Officer. 

(4)  Mooring  Stations. 

The  mooring  station  for  “  infected  ”  or  “  suspected  ”  ships  is  one  of  the 
mooring  buoys  in  the  centre  of  the  Albert  Edward  Dock.  There  is  no  provision 
made  for  mooring  outside  the  dock. 

(5)  Arrangements  for  : 

(a)  Hospital  Accommodation. 

All  cases  of  infectious  disease  apart  from  smallpox  are  removed  to 
the  local  Isolation  Hospital,  at  Deepdale,  Preston. 
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(b)  Surveillance. 

Surveillance  is  carried  out  as  suggested  in  section  18  (2)  and  section 
37  of  the  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1952. 

(c)  Cleansing  and  Disinfection. 

Quarters  are  disinfected  by  fumigation  by  HCN  gas  by  arrangement 
with  outside  commercial  firms  if  necessary.  Local  fumigation  by 
sulphur  dioxide  and  DDT  in  suitable  cases  is  carried  out  by  the  Port 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Infested  and  infected  bedding  and  clothing  are  removed  by  van 
to  the  Corporation  Disinfecting  Station,  Argyll  Road,  Preston. 

Cleansing  of  persons  is  also  carried  out  at  the  disinfecting  station. 


7.  Smallpox. 

(1)  The  Isolation  Hospital  arrangements  for  admission  of  smallpox 
cases  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  who  advise  which  hospital 
to  send  such  cases.  Normally  Ainsworth  Hospital,  Bury  is  retained  as  the 
first  regional  hospital  to  admit  cases  of  smallpox. 

(2)  Smallpox  cases  would  be  removed  by  an  ambulance  belonging  to  the 
Preston  Corporation. 

The  vaccinal  state  of  the  crews  of  these  ambulances  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  County  Borough  of  Preston. 

(3)  Smallpox  consultants  : 

Dr.  C.  Metcalfe  Brown,  Town  Hall,  Manchester. 

Central  3377  and  Ringway  4273. 

Dr.  E.  R.  Peirce,  Port  Health  Authority,  Liverpool. 

Central  0831/2  and  0723  and  Garston  1236. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Semple,  Belmont  Grove,  Liverpool. 

Anfield  2271  and  Gatacre  2081. 

(4)  Facilities  for  the  laboratory  diagnosis  of  smallpox  are  available  at 
the  Liverpool  School  of  Tropical  Medicine  under  the  direction  of  Professor 
Downie. 


8.  Venereal  Disease. 

The  Port  Sanitary  Inspector  enquires  of  all  ships  as  to  the  existence  of 
venereal  disease. 

The  clinics  for  this  disease  are  at  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  where 
treatment  and  advice  are  given  and  if  necessary  cases  are  admitted. 

Posters  are  displayed  prominently  in  the  dockyard  area  and  leaflets  are 
distributed,  printed  in  English,  Norwegian  and  Swedish,  giving  directions  for 
time  and  place  of  V.D.  clinics. 
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23  Alien  and  four  British  seamen  in  the  Port  suffering  from  venereal 
diseases  received  treatment  at  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  Clinic,  the  increas¬ 
ed  prevalence  of  these  diseases  being  associated  with  the  institution  of  a  reg¬ 
ular  ship  service  between  the  West  Indies  and  Preston. 


9.  Cases  of  notifiable  and  other  infectious  deseases  on  ships. 

Table  D. 


Number  of  cases 
during  the  year 

Number  of  ships 

Category 

Disease 

concerned 

Passengers 

Crew 

Cases  landed  from  ships  from 

Typhoid 

Nil 

One  - 

One 

foreign  ports 

Cases  which  have  occurred  on  ships 

from  foreign  ports,  but  have 
been  disposed  of  before  arrival 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  landed  from  other  ships 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

*  A  seaman  aboard  M/V.  Antigeon  had  been  ill  two  or  three  days  before 
arrival  in  Preston  on  28th  November.  His  illness  was  diagnosed  as  appendici¬ 
tis  and  he  was  referred  to  hospital  for  operation,  where,  on  evidence  of  lap- 
aratomy,  it  was  decided  it  was  Enteric  Fever  later  confirmed  bacteriologically 
as  being  caused  by  Salmonella  Typhi.  The  case  was  transferred  to  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  A  check  on  board  vessel  revealed  no  other  ca„se 
or  suspected  source.  Before  arrival  in  Preston  the  ship  had  called  at  many 
West  European  and  Mediterranean  ports,  where  infection  could  have  been 
picked  up. 

No  case  or  suspected  case  of  smallpox,  cholera,  plague,  yellow  fever, 
typhus  or  relapsing  fever  occurred  during  the  year. 


10.  Observations  on  the  occurrence  of  malaria  in  ships. 

No  case  of  malaria  has  been  reported. 

11.  Measures  taken  against  ships  infected  with  or  suspected  for  plague. 

No  plague  infected  or  suspected  ships  entered  Preston  during  the  year. 

12.  Measures  against  rodents  in  ships  from  foreign  ports. 

(1)  The  captain  of  every  ship  from  a  foreign  port  is  asked  by  the  port  sanitary 
inspector  if  there  is  any  undue  mortality  in  rats  on  board  his  ship. 
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The  port  sanitary  inspector  with  the  assistance  of  a  rodent  operator 
examines  all  ships  from  foreign  ports  for  signs  of  rats  and  any  evidence  of 
undue  mortality. 

(2)  The  bacteriological  and  pathological  examination  of  rodents  is  carried  out 
at  the  laboratory  in  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary.  During  the  year  four  rats 
were  submitted  for  this  examination,  two  from  foreign  vessels  and  two  from 
local  shipping. 

(3)  The  rodent  operator  traps  and  searches  for  rats  on  board  ship.  The  port 
has  no  facilities  for  deratting  ships  with  the  aid  of  gas,  but  in  the  event  of  any 
ship  requiring  this  done  arrangements  are  made  with  one  of  the  following  two 
firms. 


London  Fumigation  Co.,  Liverpool. 

Hiver  and  Co.,  Liverpool. 

No  rat  proofing  has  been  done  during  the  year. 

(4)  All  ships  from  foreign  ports  are  required  to  place  efficient  rat  guards  on  all 
mooring  ropes  to  prevent  the  passage  of  rats  between  ships  and  shore.  In 
the  event  of  vessels  not  having  the  requireed  equipment  on  board  rat  guards 
are  loaned  at  a  charge  of  sixpence  per  guard  daily  and  a  charge  of  14/-  is  made 
in  the  case  of  each  loss. 


Table  E.  Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  from  foreign  ports. 


Category  Number 

Black  rats  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  25 

Brown  rats  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  2 

Species  not  known  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Sent  for  examination  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 


Infected  with  plague  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Preston  is  not  an  approved  port  for  the  issue  of  deratting  certificates 
and  therefore  Table  F  does  not  apply. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Application  to  Shipping)  Order,  1951. 

All  classes  of  vessels  as  defined  in  section  2  of  the  Order  were  searched  by 
the  port  sanitary  inspector  and  the  rodent  operator.  50  local  derattization 
certificates  were  issued  to  masters  of  ships  found  to  be  free  from  rat  infesta¬ 
tion. 
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13.  Inspection  of  Ships  for  Nuisances. 

Table  G.  Inspections  and  Notices, 


Notices 

served 

Results  of  serving 
notices 

^  UlIIUOl  U1  IIJ-O  c 

No. 

Statutory 

Notices 

Other 

Notices 

British  828 

Defects  in  original  con¬ 
struction 

Defects — wear  and  tear 

Dirt  and  vermin  pre- 
judical  to  health  .  . 

20 

26 

41 

Nil 

Verbal 

intimations 

87 

~N 

J 

58 

►  defects 

remedied 

Other  Nations 
190 

Defects  in  original  con¬ 
struction 

Defects — wear  and  tear 

Dirt  and  vermin  pre- 
judical  to  health  .  . 

9 

13 

15 

Nil 

Verbal 
inti  inations 
37 

~\ 

J 

23 

►  defects 

remedied 

Total  1,018 

124 

Nil 

124 

81 

defects  remedied 

14.  Public  Health  (Shell-fish)  Regulations  1934  and  1948. 


There  are  both  mussel  and  cockle  layings  in  the  port  area,  the  main 
beds  being  off  Lythan  St.  Annes  on  the  North  side  of  the  river  and  between 
Southport  pier  and  Formby  point  on  the  South  side. 

Mussel  gathering  is  controlled  by  the  Preston  (Shell-Fish)  Regulations, 
1923. 

Cleansing  facilities  are  provided  at  the  Lytham  cleansing  tanks  which 
are  operated  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

There  were  4,184  bags  of  mussels  treated  at  Lytham  Beds 

ex  Bangor  40% 

ex  Morecambe  50%  approx, 

ex  Ribble  19% 

This  represents  less  than  50%  of  the  capacity  of  the  mussel  beds. 

Dutch  and  Danish  imports  have  badly  affected  the  local  trade  and  a 
further  large  acreage  of  beds  is  becoming  buried  in  the  sand.  The  West 
Lancs.  Sea  Fisheries  Board  have,  during  the  year,  relaid  some  mussel  beds 
in  the  Ribble. 

Cockle  gathering  is  not  under  any  kind  of  control  at  present.  Sampbs 
are  taken  periodically. 
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15.  Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens. 

Preston  is  not  an  approved  port  for  the  medical  inspection  of  aliens. 

During  the  year  89  British  and  five  aliens  were  landed,  entering  the 
country  mainly  as  tourists.  There  were  29  outward  passengers. 


16.  Arrangements  for  the  burial  on  shore  of  persons  who  have  died  on  board  ship 
from  infectious  diseases. 

Arrangements  for  the  interment  of  a  deceased  member  of  the  crew  of  any 
vessel  would  be  the  concern  of  the  shipping  agent  and  the  following  procedure 
would  be  adopted  in  the  event  of  a  death  from  infectious  disease.  The 
Superintendent  of  Mercantile  Marine  acting  for  the  Ministry  of  Transport 
would  be  notified  immediately.  The  body  would  then  be  removed  by  the 
Health  Department  staff  to  the  mortuary  of  the  Preston  Isolation  Hospital 
for  the  purpose  of  local  enquiry  and  verification  of  the  cause  of  death.  Crema¬ 
tion  would  be  advised. 


17.  Food  Inspection 

Food  voluntarily  surrendered. 

The  following  quantity  of  bananas  was  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  arriving  Preston  from  West  Indies  : —  163  tons  16  cwts.  3  qtrs. 


18.  Importation  of  Livestock  from  Ireland. 

During  the  year  1,216  bovine  animals  were  landed. 


« 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 


Residential  and  Domiciliary  Welfare  Services  for  Handicapped  Persons. 

The  Welfare  Services  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  are 
administered  by  the  Homes,  Hostels  and  Welfare  Services  Sub-Committee 
and  deal  with  the  provision  of  residential  accommodation  for  the  aged  and 
infirm  and  others  in  need  of  care  and  attention,  the  provision  of  temporary 
accommodation  for  persons  in  urgent  need  of  such  accommodation,  the 
registration  and  inspection  of  disabled  persons’  and  old  persons’  homes 
provided  otherwise  than  by  the  local  authority  and  with  the  provision  of 
welfare  services  for  the  blind,  deaf  and  dumb,  crippled  and  others  suffering 
from  disabilities. 

Residential  accommodation  is  provided  by  the  Council  in  accordance  with 
a  scheme  made  under  section  21  of  the  Act,  and  Welfare  Services  for  all  classes 
of  handicapped  persons  are  provided  in  accordance  with  schemes  made  under 
section  29  of  the  Act. 

Residential  Accommodation. 

The  Civic  Hostel,  Ashton,  has  again  been  fully  occupied  and  owing  to 
the  very  few  discharges  from  this  hostel  it  has  not  been  possible  to  reduce  the 
waiting  list  for  admission.  The  happiness,  contentment  and  cheerful  outlook 
of  the  44  residents  has  fully  justified  the  provision  of  the  smaller  type  of  hostel 
where  residents  are  physically  able  to  enjoy  the  pleasant  surroundings. 

An  additional  amenity  was  provided  for  the  residents  during  the  year  by 
the  installation  in  the  lounge  of  a  television  set  with  a  17"  screen  which  was 
installed  in  time  to  enable  the  residents  to  enjoy  the  televising  of  the  Coronation 
of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen. 

Final  approval  to  the  proposed  hostel  at  Brookfield  was  received  in  July 
and  work  on  the  erection  of  this  hostel  was  commenced  in  November.  Accom¬ 
modation  at  this  hostel  will  be  provided  for  36  aged  persons. 

The  main  provision  of  accommodation  is  at  the  Civic  Hostel,  Fulwood, 
where  accommodation  is  available  for  some  300  aged  and  infirm  persons. 

The  capital  work  commenced  or  completed  during  the  year  was  designed 
for  the  added  comfort  of  the  residents  and  for  the  more  efficient  running  of  the 
hostel.  The  main  works  were  in  connection  with  the  alterations  and  adapta¬ 
tions  to  the  male  side  and  included  the  modernisation  of  five  small  bedrooms, 
the  fitting  of  wash  hand  basins  in  bedrooms,  the  provision  of  a  new  barber’s 
shop  and  the  modernisation  of  the  general  sanitary  arrangements. 

The  fullest  use  has  been  made  of  the  accommodation  available  at  Fulwood 
and  no  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  admitting  persons  in  need  of  care  and 
attention. 

Television  was  installed  at  the  hostel  so  that  the  residents  could  view  the 
Coronation,  and  other  amenities  available  include  the  provision  of  tobacco, 
sweets,  newspapers,  periodicals,  cinema  shows  and  concerts.  A  successful 
Coronation  Garden  Party  was  held  on  the  27th  June,  1953.  The  weekly 
allowance  for  personal  requirements,  prescribed  by  regulations,  remained  at 
6/6d.  each  throughout  the  year. 
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The  standard  of  comfort  available  and  the  attention  provided  at  this 
hostel  has  again  encouraged  aged  persons  to  seek  admission  and  to  remain 
permanent  residents. 

For  persons  suffering  from  a  specific  disability  arrangements  are  made, 
wherever  possible,  for  their  admission  to  establishments  which  specialise  in  the 
care  of  that  particular  type  of  person. 

The  following  table  illustrates  the  number  of  persons  who  were  admitted 
to  residential  accommodation  provided  at  the  Civic  Hostels  during  1953  : — 


Admissions  in  1953  during  the  months  of  : 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

21 

16 

11 

11 

24 

17 

9 

10 

15 

8 

6 

6 

154 

Table  69. 

Statistics  of  persons  resident  in  accommodation  on  31st  December,  1953. 

Residential  Accommodation. 


Description  of 
persons 

accommodated 

In 

In  accommodation 
provided  on  behalf  of  the 
Council 

No.  of  persons 
accommoda¬ 
ted  for  whom 
other  local 
authorities 
are 

responsible 

Total  No. 
of  persons 
for  whom  the 
Council  are 
responsible 

managed  by 
Council 

By  other 
local 

authorities 

By  voluntary 
organisa¬ 
tions 

Aged 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

(a)  not  materially 

handicapped  by 
infirmity  . . 

84 

71 

•  •  •  • 

9 

2 

75 

69 

(b)  physically  or 
mentally  infirm 

21 

42 

.  . 

•  •  •  • 

2 

7 

19 

35 

Blind 

13 

9 

.  . 

2  8 

2 

13 

17 

Deaf  or  Dumb 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

. . 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

Epileptic 

1 

•  • 

2  4 

1  1 

•  • 

•  • 

4 

5 

Crippled 

14 

4 

. . 

•  •  •  • 

1 

•  • 

13 

4 

Physically  Infirm 

2 

4 

•  •  •  • 

#  # 

.. 

2 

4 

(not  being  aged) 

12 

Mentally  Infirm 

6 

*  * 

•  • 

9 

3 

4 

9 

(not  being  aged) 

Total 

143 

142 

2  4 

3  9 

17 

12 

131 

143 

100 


Reception  Centre. 

The  reception  centre  for  men  provides  nightly  shelter  for  42  men  without 
a  settled  way  of  living.  Accommodation  for  women  wayfarers  was  provided 
in  a  separate  room  in  the  hostel  until  November  when  a  new  centre  adjacent 
to  the  mens’  centre  was  opened  which  provides  nightly  accommodation  for 
four  women. 

There  has  been  a  greater  use  of  the  reception  centre  during  the  year  than 
in  any  of  the  previous  four  years.  More  and  more  younger  persons  are  now 
using  the  centre  and  although  efforts  are  made  to  persuade  these  persons  to 
leave  the  road  and  to  seek  employment  the  results  are  not  encouraging. 
Close  liason  is  maintained  with  the  National  Assistance  Board  and  also  with 
the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  on  this  problem. 


Table  70. 

Return  of  persons  accommodated  in  the  Reception  Centre,  Civic  Hostel, 

Fulwood.  Year  1953. 


Month 

Men 

Women 

Children 
under  16 

1953 

Total 

1952 

Total 

1951 

Total 

January 

966 

16 

1 

983 

872 

930 

February 

763 

11 

•  • 

774 

857 

847 

March  . . 

964 

28 

1 

993 

992 

953 

April  . . 

980 

15 

2 

997 

1006 

944 

May 

1016 

24 

2 

1042 

1090 

1020 

June . 

985 

29 

15 

1029 

906 

920 

July  .. 

1008 

35 

15 

1058 

931 

934 

August 

969 

27 

1 

997 

1042 

1049 

September 

938 

21 

2 

961 

959 

947 

October 

976 

23 

6 

1005 

872 

919 

November 

971 

14 

1 

986 

842 

915 

December 

861 

33 

•  • 

894 

763 

829 

Grand  Total  .  . 

11397 

276 

46 

11719 

11132 

11207 

Temporary  Accommodation. 

Accommodation  for  persons  rendered  homeless  was  provided  in  two 
outbuildings  at  the  Civic  Hostel,  Fulwood,  and  from  March,  1953  in  the 
premises  No.  1  Maudland  Bank,  where  accommodation  is  available  for  four 
or  five  families  dependant  on  the  size  of  the  family. 

The  number  of  families  admitted  to  temporary  accommodation  during  the 
year  was  10,  comprising  two  men,  10  women  and  21  children,  making  in  all 
33  persons.  This  is  a  decrease  on  1952  when  25  families  comprising  86  persons 
were  admitted  to  temporary  accommodation. 
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The  purchase  and  adaptations  to  No.  1,  Maudland  Bank  have  been  fully 
justified  by  the  results  obtained.  Families  have  been  enabled  to  live  together 
as  families  and,  with  the  supervision  exercised  and  encouragement  given  by 
members  of  the  staff,  no  serious  difficulties  or  complaints  have  had  to  be  faced. 
No  arrears  of  the  charge  for  accommodation  have  accrued — a  different  story 
from  that  when  some  of  the  families  were  in  accommodation  at  Fulwood. 

There  is  still  to  be  tackled  the  problem  of  the  unmarried  and  deserted 
mothers  and  their  children,  at  present  in  the  former  Nursery  Block  at  Fulwood, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  with  the  provision  of  further  accommodation  similar  to 
Maudland  Bank  a  start  can  be  made  with  this  difficult  social  problem. 

The  table  below  indicates  the  number  of  persons  remaining  in  temporary 
accommodation  on  31st  December,  1953. 


Table  71.  Temporary  Accommodation. 


Description  of 
persons 

accommodated 

In 

premises 
managed 
by  Council 

In  accommc 
vided  on  be 
Cou 

>dation  pro¬ 
half  of  the 
ncil 

Number  of 
persons 
accommoda¬ 
ted  for 
whom  other 
local 

authorities 

are 

responsible 

Total  No. 
of  persons 
for  whom  the 
Council  are 
responsible 

By  other 
local 

authorities 

By 

voluntary 

organisations 

Persons  Over  16  : 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

(a)  evicted 

2  5 

•  • 

•  • 

2  5 

(b)  others 

2  10 

.  . 

. . 

•  • 

2  10 

Accompanied 
Children  : 

(a)  evicted 

20 

20 

(b)  others 

16 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

16 

Total 

55 

•  • 

■ 

55 

Handicapped  Persons— Blind  and  Partially  Sighted. 

St.  Jude's  Parish  Hall,  St.  George’s  Road,  has  continued  to  be  used  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  afternoons  as  a  social  centre  for  blind  and  partially 
sighted  persons.  The  three  Home  Teachers  of  the  Blind  employed  by  the 
Council  give  instructions  each  day  on  which  the  centre  is  opened  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  handicrafts  :  hand  loom  weaving,  basket  making,  rug  making,  knitting, 
making  of  soft  toys,  making  string  bags,  stool  seating,  and  making  coral 
necklaces.  During  the  year  an  average  of  54  persons  have  received  instruction 
each  day  the  centre  has  been  opened,  and  in  all  2,808  lessons  have  been  given 
during  the  year. 
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The  Home  Teachers  have  continued  to  visit  the  homes  of  blind  and  parti- 
ially  sighted  persons  to  promote  their  well-being  and  to  instruct  them  in 
methods  of  overcoming  their  disabilities.  6,817  of  these  visits  have  been  made 
during  the  year  and  11  blind  persons  who  are  unable  to  attend  the  Social 
Centre  are  receiving  instruction  in  handicrafts  at  home. 

Before  a  person  is  included  in  the  classified  register  maintained  by  the 
Council,  each  person  is  examined  by  an  ophthalmologist  and  during  the  year 
42  persons  were  thus  examined,  of  whom  29  were  pronounced  blind,  nine 
partially  sighted,  whilst  the  remaining  four  were  found  to  be  not  blind  or 
partially  sighted  and  spectacles  were  prescribed  to  correct  the  vision. 

156  necessitous  cases  are  provided  with  wireless  sets  or  rediffusion  service, 
through  the  British  Wireless  for  the  Blind  Fund,  and  the  Braille  library 
service  is  used  by  several  blind  persons  in  the  borough.  All  newly  registered 
blind  persons  are  assisted  to  learn  to  read  embossed  type  literature,  but 
unfortunately  many  older  blind  folk  have  lost  the  sensitiveness  of  touch 
essential  to  successful  reading. 

Monthly  concerts  are  held  in  winter  at  St.  Jude’s  for  blind  persons  and 
the  department  organised  the  usual  Christmas  Party  and  two  outings  during 
the  summer  months.  Each  registered  blind  person  or  partially  sighted  person 
was  invited  to  attend  the  Coronation  Garden  Party  at  the  Civic  Hostel, 
Fulwood. 


Employment. 

The  Workshops  for  the  Blind  at  Fulwood  provided  regular  employment 
for  25  registered  blind  persons,  and  during  1953  there  was  no  unemployment 
in  any  of  the  departments.  Trade  has  again  been  good  and  the  sales  showed 
an  increase  over  the  previous  year. 

Unemployment  during  the  year  involved  five  persons  and  covered  a  total 
period  of  11  weeks. 

The  employees  at  the  Workshop  are  covered  by  a  Scheme  of  Payment  and 
Conditions  of  Employment  under  which  a  guaranteed  minimum  wage  is 
payable  and  which  also  provides  for  an  incentive  bonus  system  on  all  earnings 
above  a  fixed  minimum  level. 

One  retired  workshop  employee  is  enjoying  the  benefits  of  the  non-contri¬ 
butory  pension  scheme  operated  by  the  Council. 

Seventeen  blind  are  employed  in  open  industry,  five  are  self-employed,  and 
one  man  is  undergoing  industrial  training.  Three  persons  are  employed  on 
the  Home  Workers  scheme  operated  by  the  Council. 

The  placement  of  blind  persons  in  employment,  previously  carried  out 
by  the  placement  officers  of  the  Royal  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  was 
taken  over  as  a  direct  service  on  1st  April,  1953.  Visits  have  been  made  to 
several  firms  in  Preston  to  ascertain  whether  there  were  any  tasks  or  operations 
which  could  be  suitably  adapted  so  that  they  could  be  performed  by  blind 
persons.  Very  close  liason  on  this  difficult  problem  was  maintained  with  the 
appropriate  officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service. 
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Deaf  and  Hard  of  Hearing. 

The  North  and  East  Lancashire  Welfare  Association  for  the  Deaf  provides 
a  full  range  of  services  for  registered  deaf  persons  and  the  Health  Committee 
has  continued  to  use  this  organisation  as  their  agents  in  promoting  the  welfare 
of  this  class  of  person.  The  Council  assist  the  Association  financially  and 
during  the  year  the  contribution  was  at  the  rate  of  £1  10s  Od.  per  annum  for 
each  registered  deaf  person  residing  within  the  Borough,  who  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Association,  but  excluding  those  persons  already  covered  by  alternative 
welfare  schemes,  e.g.,  Deaf/Blind,  School  Children,  persons  resident  in  Part  III 
accommodation,  and  in  hospitals.  Last  year  a  contribution  was  paid  in 
respect  of  78  persons. 

The  Association  maintains  its  own  premises  and  employs  staff  specially 
trained  in  the  needs  of  deaf  persons  and  competent  to  fully  converse  with  and 
interpret  through  manual  means  the  conversations  of  the  deaf.  In  addition 
to  spiritual  and  recreational  services  the  Association  afford  opportunities  for 
placement  in  industry,  industrial  welfare,  and  visiting  of  the  infirm  and  sick. 


Other  Handicapped  Classes. 

The  Council’s  scheme  for  the  provision  of  welfare  services  for  handicapped 
persons  other  than  the  blind,  partially  sighted  and  deaf  persons,  approved  by 
the  Minister  of  Health  in  August,  1952,  enabled  the  Council  to  extend  its 
activities  for  this  class  of  person. 

As  a  start  to  the  implementation  of  the  scheme  a  social  centre  in  St. 
Jude’s  Parish  Hall  was  opened  in  May.  Meetings  are  held  on  Monday  after¬ 
noons  where  these  persons  can  attend  for  handicraft  instruction  or  for  a  social 
outing  and  a  general  talk  with  other  people.  The  average  number  of  persons 
attending  was  16.  Two  instructors  were  engaged  in  a  part-time  capacity  and 
visit  the  homes  of  those  handicapped  persons  who  are  housebound.  15 
persons  are  being  visited  at  home  and  are  receiving  instruction  in  simple 
pastime  occupations,  and  are  thus  encouraged  to  pass  the  hours  of  loneliness 
in  usefulness  and  pleasure. 

In  the  past  it  had  been  usual  for  the  Council  to  make  a  financial  grant 
to  a  voluntary  organisation  to  help  towards  providing  a  Christmas  Party  for 
cripples  in  the  area.  This  year  the  Christmas  Party  was  organised  and  arrang¬ 
ed  by  the  staff  and  was  a  successful  social  event.  Assistance  in  the  transport 
of  these  people  was  given  by  various  members  of  the  public. 

Active  co-operation  has  continued  with  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and 
National  Service  in  relation  to  the  provision  of  employment  for  the  physically 
handicapped,  and  the  question  of  the  need  for  sheltered  conditions  of  employ¬ 
ment  for  severely  disabled  persons  was  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the 
year  as  a  result  of  the  issue  in  September,  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and 
National  Service,  of  Circular  DP.  636/3/51. 

The  Council  also  assisted  three  persons  in  meeting  the  cost  of  adaptations 
to  their  premises  so  that  they  could  gain  access  to  their  homes  in  their  wheel¬ 
chairs  more  easily. 
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Details  of  persons  included  in  the  various  registers  of  handicapped  persons 
are  shown  as  follows  : — 


Table  72. 


Number  of  persons  registered  on  31st  December,  1953,  in  accordance 

with  handicap  and  age  group. 


Age 

Group 

Sex 

Blind 

Partially 

Sighted 

Deaf 

Hard  of 
Hearing 

Other  handicapped 
persons 

1  + 

Male 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

7 

Female 

.  .  — 

— • 

— 

- — - 

4 

5  + 

Male 

— 

— 

— - 

2 

32 

Female 

2 

1 

— • 

1 

23 

10  + 

Male 

3 

A 

5 

1 

49 

Female 

.  .  — 

1 

2 

1 

44 

15  + 

Male 

3 

1 

— 

— 

31 

Female 

.  .  — 

2 

2 

1 

24 

20+ 

Male 

7 

— 

11 

2 

10 

Female 

2 

— 

7 

5 

8 

30  + 

Male 

9 

1 

11 

2 

9 

Female 

.  .  10 

— 

7 

4 

12 

40  + 

Male 

.  .  12 

1 

6 

3 

19 

Female 

.  .  15 

— 

8 

5 

12 

50  + 

Male 

.  .  21 

1 

3 

7 

11 

Female 

.  .  29 

3 

6 

15 

14 

60+ 

Male 

.  .  12 

— 

5 

5 

5 

Female 

.  .  19 

1 

5 

5 

3 

65+ 

Male 

.  .  16 

— 

3 

4 

5 

Female 

. .  30 

1 

2 

5 

6 

70+ 

Male 

.  .  66 

3 

2 

13 

10 

Female 

..  126 

14 

1 

25 

16 

382 

34 

86 

106 

354 

Aged. 


The  Preston  Council  of  Social  Service  have  continued  to  arrange  for  the 
visiting  of  those  aged  persons  who  desire  to  have  a  regular  friendly  visit,  and 
any  persons  needing  assistance  have  been  reported  to  the  department  at  an 
early  date  in  order  that  any  domiciliary  services  necessary  could  be  provided 
immediately.  Meetings  of  the  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Sub-Committee  of  the 
Council  of  Social  Service  are  held  monthly  and  persons  being  visited  are  kept 
under  active  review. 
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Protection  of  Property. 

The  moveable  property  of  two  persons  admitted  to  Hospital  or  Part  III 
Accommodation  was  protected  by  the  department,  but  it  was  not  necessary 
to  remove  the  furniture  from  the  house  in  either  of  the  cases.  The  houses 
were  securely  fastened  and  arrangements  made  for  Police  surveillance.  The 
National  Assistance  Board  issued  an  allowance  to  pay  the  rent  in  one  case 
whilst  the  person  was  in  hospital. 

In  a  further  eight  cases  personal  property  other  than  furniture  was  placed 
in  safe  keeping. 

Interments. 

Section  50  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  makes  provision  for  the  burial 
or  cremation  of  deceased  persons,  (where  no  suitable  arrangements  have  already 
been  made),  and  empowers  the  Council  to  recover  expenditure  from  the  Nation¬ 
al  Insurance  funds  where  applicable,  or  from  the  person’s  estate. 

During  1953,  16  interments  were  arranged  by  the  department,  compared 
with  21  in  the  previous  year,  and  recoveries  were  effected  wherever  possible. 

It  was  necessary  in  some  cases  for  the  department  to  wind  up  the  estate 
of  the  deceased  persons.  Interments  are  arranged  in  accordance  with  set 
recommendations  with  agreed  scales  of  charges. 

The  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  regulations  at  present  provide  that 
no  man  aged  65  or  woman  aged  60  on  the  appointed  day  (5th  July,  1948)  can 
qualify  for  a  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  Death  Grant.  There  appears  to 
be  little  likelihood  therefore,  of  this  duty  decreasing  for  many  years  to  come. 

Circular  1/54 — Para.  5— 12th  January,  1954. 

Table  73. 


Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  Persons. 
January  1st — December  31st,  1953. 


Cause 

of  Disability 

i 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolen- 

tal 

Fibro-  . 
plasia 

Others 

Total 

1.  Number  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in  respect  of 
which  para.  7c  of  Form  B.D. 

8  recommends  : 

(a)  No  Treatment  . . 

12 

4 

16 

(b)  Treatment  (medical. 

surgical  or  optical) 

4 

3 

6 

13 

2.  Number  of  cases  at  1(b) 
above  which  on  follow-up 
action  have  received  treat¬ 
ment  ..  ..  .*  •• 

4 

3 

6 

13 
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Table  74. 

Follow-up  of  Registered  Partially  Sighted  Persons. 
January  1st — December  31st,  1953. 


Cause 

OF  Disabi 

LITY 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolen- 

tal 

Fibro¬ 

plasia 

Others 

Total 

1.  Number  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in  respect  of 
which  para.  7c  of  Form  B.D. 

8  recommends  : 

(a)  No  Treatment  . . 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  * 

1 

(b)  Treatment  (medical. 

surgical  or  optical) 

1 

1 

•  • 

6 

8 

2.  Number  of  cases  at  1(b) 
above  which  on  follow-up 
action  have  received  treat¬ 
ment 

1 

1 

•  • 

6 

8 

4 
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School  Health  Service. 

Changes  in  the  medical  staff  resulted  in  periods  when  understaffing 
occurred  and  as  a  consequence  all  the  schools  were  not  visited  so  regularly 
for  special  inspections  as  in  the  previous  year. 

The  premises  available  for  minor  ailments  continue  to  cause  difficulties 
but  in  spite  of  this  the  service  is  continuing  satisfactorily.  The  physio¬ 
therapy  clinics  at  the  Open  Air  School,  Manchester  Road,  Barlow  Street  and 
Cuttle  Street  have  been  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

The  Dental  Service  also  continued  on  a  satisfactory  basis  with  a  Senior 
Dental  Officer  and  three  assistants.  There  has  always  been  a  serious  lack 
of  dental  clinic  facilities  in  the  north-west  part  of  the  town  and  work  was 
started  on  the  adaption  of  premises  in  Eldon  Street  to  remedy  this.  When 
this  is  complete  it  is  hoped  to  bring  the  establishment  up  to  its  full  quota 
of  five  dentists  and  to  provide  a  full  range  of  dental  service  to  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers  and  to  children  up  to  the  age  of  leaving  school. 

In  spite  of  a  concentrated  effort  at  the  end  of  1952  and  beginning  of 
1953  and  a  steady  application  since  by  the  school  nurses  there  has  been  no 
improvement  in  cleanliness  among  school  children. 

Dr.  Connolly  attended  the  course  in  London  for  the  ascertainment  of 
backward  children  during  the  year  and  is  now  approved  for  the  purposes 
of  the  ascertainment  of  educationally  subnormal  children. 

The  other  services  have  continued  to  function  smoothly  and  satisfactor- 
torily. 

Period  Medical  Inspection. 

All  children  have  a  routine  examination  at  least  three  times  during  their 
school  career,  at  entry,  when  they  are  eleven  and  in  their  fourteenth  year. 

This  fundamental  inspection  is  to  determine  their  physical  and  mental 
state  and  to  bring  to  light  any  hitherto  unrecognised  or  untreated  defects. 
The  examination  particularly  of  the  first  two  groups  can  not  be  completely 
effective  without  co-operation  and  consultation  with  the  parent  and  the 
teacher. 

Table  75. 

Summary  of  children  seen  at  periodic  inspections. 


No.  of  Children 
inspected 

No.  of  occasions 
a  Parent  was 
present. 

Times  Parent 
present. 

Entrants 

1,937 

1,327 

68-5 

Second  age  group 

1,606 

552 

34-4 

Third  age  group 

1,649 

49 

2*97 

Other  Periodic 
Inspections 

981 

159 

16-2 

Total  .  . 

6,173 

2,087 

33-8 

108 


Considering  that  in  many  households  in  this  part  of  the  country  both 
the  parents  are  out  at  work  the  attendance  of  parents  at  the  infant  inspection 
is  fairly  good  but  only  one  hundred  per  cent  attendance  by  parents  at  this 
age  would  satisfy.  As  the  accompanying  table  shows  the  attendance  at 
the  second  inspection  is  poor.  Poor  attendance  of  parents  with  the  third 
age  group  is  understandable  as  at  this  age  the  children  are  independent,  are 
able  to  speak  for  themselves,  and  indeed  in  some  instances  appear  embar¬ 
rassed  by  the  presence  of  a  parent. 

The  nutritional  state  of  the  children  examined  is  noted  in  table  76. 


Table  76. 


No.  of 

A. 

(Good) 

B.  (Fair) 

C. 

(Poor) 

Pupils 

Age  Groups 

Inspected 

%  of 

%  of 

%  of 

(i) 

(2) 

No. 

col.  2 

No. 

col.  2 

No. 

col.  2 

Entrants 

1937 

1000 

5T6 

878 

45*3 

59 

3T 

Second  Age-Group 

1606 

913 

56-8 

661 

4T2 

32 

2-0 

Third  Age-Group 

Other  Periodic 

1649 

944 

57*3 

673 

40*8 

32 

T9 

Inspections 

981 

379 

38*6 

549 

56*0 

53 

5-4 

Total  1953 

6173 

3236 

52*4 

2761 

44*7 

176 

2-9 

1952 

6608 

3050 

46*2 

3350 

50*7 

208 

3d 

1951 

5483 

2153 

39-3 

3164 

57*7 

166 

3-0 

1950 

5702 

2551 

44-7 

2923 

5T3 

228 

4-0 

1949 

5821 

1991 

34*2 

3597 

6T7 

233 

4-0 

1948 

5818 

1997 

34-3 

3663 

62-9 

158 

2-7 

1947 

4915 

1385 

28*1 

3349 

68-1 

181 

3-6 

1946 

2875 

1433 

49*8 

1353 

47-0 

89 

3-1 

This  is  very  much  a  subjective  opinion  and  doctors  will  differ  widely  in 
their  assessments  but  it  is  usually  accepted  that  if  the  child  is  in  A  or  B  it 
is  reasonably  satisfactory  and  the  variations  in  assessments  are  almost 
entirely  in  these  groups.  In  group  C,  the  unsatisfactory  children  nutri¬ 
tionally,  there  is  usually  complete  agreement  between  medical  officers. 

The  number  of  children  who  are  classed  as  unsatisfactory  remains 
fairly  constant  from  year  to  year. 


Special  Inspection  and  Re-inspection. 

Conditions  found  at  periodic  inspections  may  demand  further  investiga¬ 
tion  before  a  final  decision  is  arrived  at,  and  of  course  defects  make  their 
appearance  in  the  intervals  between  inspections  so  that  children  seek 
appointments  or  are  referred  by  the  school  nurse  or  head  teacher  on  account 
of  some  problem. 


109 


During  the  year  3,154  special  medical  inspections  and  9839  re-inspections 
were  carried  out  by  the  medical  staff  at  the  special  inspection  sessions 
arranged  at  schools  or  the  clinics. 

The  number  and  type  of  defects  found  at  special  inspections  are  shown 
in  table  77. 


Table  77. 


Defect  or  Disease 

' 

Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

Number  c 

)f  defects 

Number 

of  defects 

Requiring 

treatment 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

Requiring 

treatment 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

Skin 

83 

148 

169 

74 

Eyes  (a)  Vision 

292 

81 

232 

79 

(b)  Squint 

48 

53 

28 

18 

(c)  Other 

7 

30 

24 

24 

Ears  (a)  Hearing  .  . 

6 

29 

18 

20 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

14 

23 

21 

5 

(c)  Other 

7 

46 

21 

35 

Nose  or  Throat  .  . 

126 

726 

273 

257 

Speech 

10 

27 

18 

37 

Cervical  Glands 

13 

306 

7 

19 

Heart  and  Circulation 

50 

106 

41 

25 

Lungs 

42 

230 

42 

88 

Developmental  (a)  Hernia 

2 

2 

1 

1 

(b)  Other 

62 

61 

47 

5 

Orthopaedic  (a)  Posture  .  . 

60 

98 

30 

19 

(b)  Flat  foot 

143 

102 

35 

8 

(c)  Other 

98 

194 

62 

35 

Nervous  system  (a)  Epilepsy 

1 

6 

2 

— 

(b)  Other  .  . 

13 

34 

12 

27 

Psychological  (a)  Development 

3 

17 

5 

7 

(b)  Stability 

4 

39 

4 

13 

Other 

72 

194 

338 

159 

The  treatment  of  conditions  found  to  occur  in  school  children  may  be 
obtained  in  a  variety  of  ways  and  depends  on  the  nature  of  the  condition. 
A  group  of  conditions  commonly  recurring  and  usually  not  seen  by  the 
family  doctor,  but  treated  by  means  of  household  remedies,  are  classified 
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as  minor  ailments  and  treatment  is  provided  by  the  school  nurse  in  attend¬ 
ance  at  the  school  or  its  associated  clinic.  The  majority  of  more  serious 
conditions  are  normally  dealt  with  in  general  medical  practice  and  in  con¬ 
sequence  are  referred  to  the  care  of  the  family  doctor.  Certain  special 
conditions  for  the  ascertainment  and  treatment  of  which  the  general  medical 
service  was  not  originally  adapted  to  handle  and  for  which  special  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  developed  over  the  years  include  the  ascertainment  and 
treatment  of  defects  of  vision,  certain  nose  and  throat  conditions,  ortho¬ 
paedic  defects  and  mental  incapacity.  In  addition  in  any  condition  the 
effect  of  which  on  the  child  is  likely  to  be  long  term  and  whose  educational 
development  is  inevitably  involved  the  school  medical  officer  necessarily 
plays  an  important  part  in  determining  the  future  care  of  the  child  in  relation 
to  its  development  no  less  than  its  defect.  These  last  cases  grouped  within 
the  special  category  of  handicapped  children  are  the  special  concern  of  the 
school  medical  officer  so  long  as  they  remain  within  that  category. 

Minor  Ailments. 

Treatment  is  carried  out  by  school  nurses  at  schools  where  the  condi¬ 
tions  permit  it  and  otherwise  at  associated  clinics.  The  number  and  nature 
of  the  conditions  treated  are  set  out  in  Table  78. 

Table  78. 

Minor  Ailments  Treated  (excluding  uncleanliness). 


Number  of  Defects 

treated,  or 

under 

treatment 

during 

Skin — 

1952 

1953 

Ringworm — Scalp 

(i)  X-Ray  treatment 

1 

(ii)  Other  treatment 

— 

- — - 

Ringworm — Body 

9 

9 

Scabies 

46 

29 

Impetigo 

361 

963 

Other  skin  diseases 

1,284 

963 

Eye  Disease — 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  errors 
of  refraction,  squint  and  cases  admitted 
to  hospital) 

1,300 

986 

Ear  Defects — 

(Excluding  serious  diseases  of  the  ear, 
e.g.,  operative  treatment  in  hospital,  etc.) 

1,002 

822 

Miscellaneous — 

(e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chil¬ 
blains,  etc.) 

22,254 

19,269 

Total 

26,256 

22,558 

Total  number  of  attendances  at  Authorities’ 

minor  ailments  clinics  . , 

51,267 

46,411 

Ill 


Uncleanliness. 

When  the  dirt  acquired  naturally  in  a  very  short  time  by  a  child  is 
discounted  there  is  found  a  certain  proportion  of  children  who  are  clearly 
seldom  washed  or  cleaned  properly  and  where  it  may  safely  be  assumed 
that  the  general  standards  of  that  family  are  low. 

In  spite  of  constant  attention  to  these  children  by  the  school  nurse, 
home  visiting  and,  at  the  beginning  of  this  year,  an  intensified  campaign 
directed  especially  against  the  head  louse,  no  improvement  has  been  noted 
in  the  past  year. 

Table  79  shows  the  number  of  children  inspected  during  the  year  and 
the  extent  of  head  infestation  found. 

Over  the  ten  years  since  1944  it  is  apparent  that  some  improvement  has 
taken  place,  but  this  has  not  been  maintained  in  the  last  two  years. 

Head  louse  infestation  occurs  mainly  in  girls  and  the  figures  quoted 
refer  to  the  total  school  population.  It  is  estimated  that  one  in  five  of  the 
girl  population  of  the  schools  in  Preston  have  head  louse  infestation  at  least 
once  in  the  year.  A  sad  commentary  indeed  on  the  hygienic  conditions  in 
some  families  in  Preston. 


Table  79. 

Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools 

by  the  school  nurses  .  .  .  .  .  .  35,644 

Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be 

infested  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2,192 

Table  80. 


Percentage  of  School  Children  found  to  be  infested  during  10  years 

1944-1953. 


Year 

Estimated 

School 

Population 

Number 

found 

Infested 

0/ 

/o 

Infested 

1953 

16,162 

2,192 

14 

1952 

15,715 

2,209 

14 

1951 

15,340 

1,769 

12 

1950 

15,321 

2,266 

15 

1949 

15,216 

2,670 

18 

1948 

14,647 

2,214 

15 

1947 

13,963 

1,717 

12 

1946 

13,466 

3,521 

26 

1945 

13,771 

3,114 

23 

1944 

14,055 

3,370 

24 

The  results  of  providing  extra  facilities  at  Cuttle  Street  clinic  for  cleans¬ 
ing  heads  are  demonstrated  by  the  increased  numbers  dealt  with.  In  1953, 
2,1 17  school  children  made  2,162  attendances  for  head  cleansing  as  compared 
with  924  and  1,370  in  1952. 
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Special  Services. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic. 

Three  sessions  are  held  each  week  for  examination  and  treatment  at 
the  Open  Air  School  clinic  and  three  operating  sessions  per  week  at  Sharoe 
Green  Hospital. 

Due  to  the  outbreak  of  poliomyelitis  in  the  borough  during  the  autumn 
no  operations  for  tonsillectomy  or  adenoidectomy  were  performed  from  the 
end  of  August  to  the  8th  December.  As  a  result  of  this  many  fewer  opera¬ 
tions  were  performed  and  unfortunately  at  the  end  of  1953  the  waiting  list 
had  once  more  lengthened  considerably. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  . 

Table  81. 


New  Cases 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

419 

Re-inspections 

4  •  4  •  4  4 

1015 

Referred  for  treatment  in  Hospital 

4  4  4  4  4  4 

274 

,,  ,,  treatment  in  Clinic 

4  4  4  4  4  4 

131 

,,  ,,  re-inspection 

4  4  4  4  4  4 

876 

„  ,,  X-rays 

•  4  4  4  4  4 

124 

,,  ,,  Audiometer  tests  .  . 

4  4  4  4  4  4 

54 

Total  Attendances 

.  . 

3555 

Treatment — 

Operative  at  Sharoe  Green — Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

379 

„  „  >,  „  other 

Nose  and  Throat 

conditions 

37 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Diseases  of  the  Ear 

4 

Audiometer  Tests 

4  4  4  4  4  4 

92 

Other  forms  of  treatment 

•  •  4  4  4  4 

143 

The  Pure  Tone  Audiometer  and  the  Peep  Show  Assembly  continue 
to  be  used  in  the  diagnosis  and  prognosis  of  certain  ear  lessons.  During  the 
year  92  tests  were  carried  out  on  82  children. 

Ophthalmic  Clinics. 

(a)  Squint  Clinic. 

The  additional  clinic  provided  in  1951  has  resulted  in  the  arrears  of 
work  being  overtaken  and  there  is  now  no  waiting  list.  Figures  showing  the 
work  done  are  given  below. 


New  cases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  61 

Re-inspected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  468 

Refractions  carried  out  .  .  .  .  .  .  107 

Prescriptions  issued  .  .  .  .  .  .  201 

Referred  to  Orthoptic  Clinic  .  .  .  .  5 

Referred  for  operative  treatment  .  .  .  .  18 

Total  attendances  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  570 
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(b)  Refraction  Clinic. 

Separate  sessions  are  still  held  twice  weekly  and  once  every  fortnight 
for  the  correction  and  treatment  of  defects  of  vision  not  including  squint. 

Details  of  the  work  done  are  given  below. 


New  cases  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  363 

Refractions  carried  out  .  .  .  .  .  .  548 

Prescriptions  issued  .  .  .  .  .  .  652 

Glasses  verified  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  596 

Re-inspections  ..  ..  ..  . .  1235 

Total  attendances  . .  .  .  . .  . .  2048 


Paediatric  Clinic. 

A  clinic  is  held  once  a  fortnight  at  the  Open  Air  School  for  the  super¬ 
vision  and  care  of  children  suffering  mainly  from  cardiac  and  asthmatic 
conditions. 

A  record  of  the  work  done  is  set  out  underneath. 


Number  of  individual  children  attended  .  .  105 

New  cases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  43 

Re-inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  265 

Total  attendances  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  308 

Referred — X-Ray  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  26 

Admission  to  hospital  . .  . .  . .  .  .  9 

Other  forms  of  treatment  . .  . .  .  .  40 


One  hundred  and  five 
as  follows  : 

cases  were 

dealt  with  during  the  year 

classified 

Cerebral  Palsy  . . 

10 

Petit  Mai 

1 

Other  lesions  of  the  Nervous 

Rheumatism 

4 

System 

2 

Enuresis 

11 

Asthma  and  Associated 

Obesity 

3 

Conditions 

20 

Fits 

6 

Bronchitis  and  Bronchiectasis 

17 

Coeliac  Disease 

2 

Cardiac  Lesions 

12 

Others 

17 

Orthopaedic  Services. 

A  clinic  continues  to  be  held  monthly  at  the  Open  Air  School  at  which 
all  the  physiotherapists  attend  with  their  cases  to  see  the  orthopaedic  surgeon. 
The  three  whole-time  physiotherapists  are  stationed  each  at  a  district  clinic 
where  intermediate  treatment  is  carried  out. 


♦ 
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A  record  of  the  work  done  at  the  orthopaedic  clinic  is 

given  below. 

Table  82. 

Treatment  of  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects  at  the 

Orthopaedic  Centre 

Open  Air  School,  Moor  Park. 

Number  of  individual  children  attended 

•  • 

196 

New  cases 

•  • 

41 

Total  number  of  attendances  made 

•  • 

323 

Number  of  children  treated  as  in-patients  in  hospital 

•  • 

8 

Number  of  Surgical  Appliances,  e.g.,  boots,  irons 

etc., 

supplied  through  Centre 

•  • 

176 

Number  of  children  X-Rayed 

•  • 

30 

Defects  from  which  children  were  suffering  : 

Paralysis — 

Infantile 

11 

Spastic 

11 

Deformities 

Congenital 

42 

Traumatic 

5 

Other 

87 

Rickets 

26 

Tuberculosis 

8 

Tumours 

2 

Miscellaneous 

4 

Total 

196 

Eight  children  were  admitted  to  hospital  for  treatment  as 

follows  : 

Preston  Royal  Infirmary 

8 

Four  hundred  and  two  children  were  treated  at  the  district  clinics  by  the 

physiotherapists  during  the  year  and  282  received  ultra  violet  therapy. 

School  Dental  Services. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Senior  Dental  Officer,  Mr.  J.  C.  Knowles,  for  the 
following  report  on  the  School  Dental  Services  for  the  year  1953. 

Some  further  improvement  in  the  school  dental  situation  has  been  achiev¬ 
ed  during  1953  with  a  small  general  increase  in  the  amount  of  work  carried  out. 

Detailed  figures  are  shown  in  Table  83. 

Of  47  primary  and  secondary  modern  schools,  all  were  inspected,  44  had 
treatment  completed  and  two  were  partially  treated  during  the  year. 

A  disturbing  feature  is  the  increasing  numbers  of  accidents  involving 
irreparable  damage  to  permanent  incisor  teeth.  These  have  resulted  in  the 
necessary  extraction  of  45  permanent  teeth  and  the  supply  of  28  artificial 
dentures. 

The  standard  of  oral  hygiene,  whilst  showing  improvement  in  some  cases, 
still  leaves  much  to  be  desired  in  far  too  many  instances. 


Cases  of  malocclusion  of  various  degrees  of  severity  continue  to  increase 
v/hilst  provision  of  corrective  treatment  remains  as  last  year.  It  is  considered 
that  the  proportion  of  available  treatment  time  devoted  to  such  cases  is  the 
maximum  justified.  Cases  undertaken  are  restricted  to  those  involving 
restoration  of  function  and  to  such  of  these  most  likely  to  benefit.  Lack  of 
reasonable  standard  of  oral  hygiene  disqualifies. 


Table  83. 


Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

1.  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers — 


(a)  Periodic  Age  Groups  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  17401 

(b)  Specials  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  1805 

19206 

2.  Number  found  to  require  treatment  .  .  .  .  .  .  10724 

3.  Number  referred  for  treatment  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9434 

4.  Number  actually  treated  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6632 

5.  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  ..  ..  11756 

6.  Half-days  devoted  to  :  (a)  Inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  HO 

(b)  Treatment  .  .  .  .  .  .  1674 

Total  (a)  and  (b)  .  .  .  .  1784 

4 

7.  Fillings  :  Permanent  Teeth  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  4797 

Temporary  Teeth  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2146 

Total . i  6943 

8.  Number  of  Teeth  filled  :  Permanent  Teeth  .  .  „  .  4022 

Temporary  Teeth  .  .  .  .  1995 

Total  ..  ..  .  .  6017 

9.  Extractions  :  Permanent  Teeth  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  616 

Temporary  Teeth  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  5512 

Total .  6128 

10.  Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction  2076 

11.  Other  operations  :  Permanent  Teeth  .  .  .  .  .  .  2845 

Temporary  Teeth  . .  .  .  .  .  2816 

5661 


Total 
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Handicapped  Pupils. 

The  disposition  of  handicapped  pupils  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  shown  in 
table  84. 


Table  84. 

Present  Disposition  of  HANDICAPPED  PUPILS. 


Classification 

No. 

Spe 

Set 

cial 

LOOl 

Teaching 

Hosp. 

Ord. 

Sch. 

No. 

Sch. 

or 

Inst. 

Day 

Resi¬ 

dential 

Home 

Speech 

Ther¬ 

apy 

Lip 

Read¬ 

ing 

Blind 

2 

- - 

l 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. 

1 

Partially  sighted 

10 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Deaf 

12 

•  • 

10 

•  • 

•  • 

.  , 

. . 

2 

Partially  deaf 

13 

•  • 

4 

•  • 

.  . 

7 

2 

Delicate 

126 

101 

2 

8 

•  • 

13 

2 

Educationally  subnormal .  . 

74 

65 

2 

.  . 

# 

4 

3 

Epileptic 

4 

1 

2 

•  • 

1 

Maladjusted 

11 

•  • 

7 

•  . 

.  . 

4 

.  . 

Physically  handicapped  . . 

40 

23 

2 

8 

3 

4 

Speech  defect 

126 

•  * 

•  • 

•  • 

51 

75 

•  • 

Dual  defects 

P.D.  and  Delicate 

4 

4 

,  , 

#  # 

•  • 

Delicate  and  maladjusted 

2 

1 

1 

,  , 

•  • 

E.S.N.  and  Delicate 

12 

10 

•  • 

#  # 

2 

E.S.N.  and  P.D . 

3 

1 

1 

t  # 

1 

E.S.N.  and  Partially  deaf 

2 

2 

•  • 

,  , 

•  • 

Speech  and  Delicate 

1 

1 

•  • 

,  , 

•  • 

Maladjusted  and  E.S.N.  .  . 

2 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

i 

•  • 

Totals 

444 

215 

34 

16 

51 

• « 

109 

19 

Early  ascertainment  of  these  children  is  essential  if  the  best  is  to  be  done 
for  the  child  and  the  int er digit ation  of  staff  between  the  school  health  and 
maternity  and  child  health  sections  aids  materially  in  working  to  this  ideal. 
Generally  the  arrangements  both  for  ascertainment  and  for  treatment  are 
adequate  though  difficulties  in  obtaining  admissions  to  residential  schools 
occur. 


Educationally  Subnormal  Children. 

Four  assistant  medical  officers  are  approved  for  the  examination  and 
ascertainment  of  educationally  subnormal  children.  During  the  year  they 
carried  out  76  investigations  and  the  following  table  shows  the  results  of  these. 
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Table  85. 


Notifications —  Section  57(3)  Education  Act  1944  .  .  .  .  13 

Section  57(4)  ,,  ,,  ,,  .  .  .  .  2 

Section  57(5)  ,,  ,,  ,,  .  .  . .  16 

Special  School  Day  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

Residential  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

Ordinary  School  with  special  educational  treatment  .  .  9 

Ordinary  School  with  observation  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  13 

Ordinary  School  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  8 


The  following  is  the  position  in  regard  to  the  attendance  at  Special 
Schools  for  Educationally  Subnormal  children. 

Day — Open  Air  School,  Preston. 


Admitted  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Discharged  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

On  Register  31/12/53  .  73 

Of  the  22  discharged  : 

Notified  to  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  .  .  2 

Admitted  to  Hospital  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Returned  to  ordinary  school  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Ceased  to  attend  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  15 

Left  District  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Residential. 

Pontville  R.C.,  Ormskirk  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Besford  Court,  Worcester  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

St.  Joseph’s  Cranleigh  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  1 


Physically  Handicapped  and  Delicate  Children. 

Day  school  provision  is  made  at  the  Open  Air  School  for  these  classes  of 
handicapped  pupils.  It  has  been  possible  to  maintain  a  steady  flow  of  children 
through  the  school  without  creating  a  waiting  list,  children  being  admitted  at 
the  beginning  of  the  term  following  the  recommendation.  The  table  below 
gives  details. 


Table  86. 


Admitted  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  •  .  .  42 

Discharged  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  39 

Number  on  Register  at  31/12/53  .  .  . .  133 

Reasons  for  Discharge  : 

Fit  to  return  to  former  school  .  .  .  .  .  .  24 

Left  on  age  limit  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 
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The  classification  of  the  cases  admitted  was  as  follows  : 


Anaemia  and  Debility 

16 

Epilepsy  .  . 

2 

Asthma 

1 

Heart  disease — congenital  .  . 

2 

Bronchitis 

10 

Orthopaedic  defects 

2 

Bronchiectasis 

2 

Otorrhoea 

1 

Coeliac  disease 

1 

Rheumatism 

1 

Delicate 

3 

Sinusitis 

1 

Total  .  .  42 


Cerebral  Palsy. 

There  are  nine  children  in  the  spastic  class,  one  of  whom  left  at  the  end 
of  the  year  ;  a  four  year  old  child  was  ready  for  the  vacancy. 

Their  speech  has  improved  markedly  and  for  the  first  time  the  class  has 
been  able  to  perform  a  short  play  with  spoken  parts. 

All  the  children  are  now  able  to  go  to  the  swimming  baths  and  this 
activity  is  much  enjoyed  by  them  and  they  have  benefited  greatly  from  the 
easier  movement  in  the  water. 

Their  walking  has  gradually  improved  and  two  more  children  are  able  to 
walk  a  little  unaided.  Generally  they  are  all  able  to  join  in  more  requently 
with  the  activities  of  other  children  in  the  school. 

Home  Teaching. 

The  provision  of  education  in  the  home  to  children,  who,  by  reason  of 
long-standing  illness,  were  unable  to  utilise  the  other  educational  facilities, 
special  or  otherwise,  provided  in  the  schools,  but  who  were  in  need  of  and 
would  benefit  from  education  continued  throughout  the  year. 

The  table  below  indicates  the  use  made  of  the  service  : 

Number  of  children  receiving  home  teaching  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year 
Number  of  new  children  added 
Number  no  longer  in  need  of  home  teaching 
Died 

Admitted  to  Hospital 

Number  receiving  home  teaching  at  the  end  of  the  year  .  . 

Speech  Therapy. 

As  a  consequence  of  staffing  difficulties  the  improvement  in  the  service 
provided  was  not  fully  maintained  in  the  current  year.  The  waiting  list 
remains  long  but  the  prospects  for  1954  are  much  brighter  as  a  second  full 
time  speech  therapist  started  duty  at  the  beginning  of  December. 

One  hundred  and  eighteen  cases,  of  whom  36  came  within  the  category 
“  new,”  were  dealt  with  during  the  year,  making  in  all  1992  attendances. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Tuson,  the  Chief  Education  Officer,  for  the  following 
notes  on  physical  education,  school  meals  and  milk  in  schools. 


11 

16 

9 

1 

1 

16 
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Physical  Education. 

During  1953  and  1954,  the  Ministry  of  Education  published  a  new  book 
dealing  with  Physical  Education  in  the  Infant  and  Junior  Schools.  This  is 
in  two  parts  “  Moving  and  Growing  ”  and  “  Planning  the  Programme.” 

The  book  replaces  the  1933  syllabus  and  with  an  ever  increasing  recog¬ 
nition  of  the  differences  in  the  needs  of  individual  children,  it  allows  greater 
freedom  of  expression  than  did  the  1933  syllabus. 

The  work  remains  purposeful,  and  there  is  a  gradual  transition  from  the 
informal  experimental  work  of  the  infant  school  to  the  work  of  the  senior 
school,  which,  based  on  fundamental  training  in  gymnastics,  the  major  games, 
sports  and  dancing,  aims  at  developing  the  “  whole  ”  child  and  fostering 
interest  in  these  activities. 

The  provision  of  Physical  Education  equipment  in  schools  has  reached  a 
good  standard  and  has  helped  towards  a  high  standard  in  the  work. 

School  Meals. 

The  School  Meals  Service  provides  milk,  dinners,  and  teas.  Teas  and 
breakfasts  are  taken  at  the  Open  Air  School  and  Stoneygate  Nursery  School, 
and  during  the  summer  5,134  packed  teas  and  5,105  packed  dinners  were 
supplied  to  schools  going  on  educational  visits.  At  Christmas,  15,766  party 
teas  were  provided  for  school  parties,  compared  with  15,481  in  1952. 

A  total  of  54  dining  centres  catered  for  dinners  during  the  year.  A 
summary  of  the  findings  of  three  surveys  carried  out  gives  the  number  of 
children  taking  dinners  on  three  normal  school  days  : — 


7,597  dinners  taken 

7,661 

7,758 


February,  1953 
June,  1953 
October,  1953 


Milk  in  Schools  Scheme. 

During  the  year  1953,  some  2,648,787  bottles  of  milk  were  consumed  in 
the  Primary  and  Secondary  Schools,  representing  a  daily  average  of  14,394. 

Convalescent  Homes. 

One  hundred  and  eighty  children  were  examined  and  considered  suitable 
to  be  sent  to  the  Craig  Convalescent  Home,  Morecambe,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Preston  Necessitous  Schoolchildren’s  Fund.  Boys  and  girls  go  for, 
alternate  periods  of  two  weeks. 

Throughout  the  year  the  centre  at  Emmanuel  School  was  closed  whilst 
repairs  and  reconstruction  work  was  carried  out. 


